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Washington, 
Will leave on the fourteenth for Japan sixty days. 
Request confirmation Secretary of Legation Charge ad' Affairs. 


Denby. 
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_ Changking, April 30th, 1896. 


Col e Chas. Denby " 
U. S. Minister, 


. 


Peking. 


Sir: be 


I wish to notify you that the 


hsien magistrate at 
s*ing Kiang-pu has paid me $100 in full in compensation for 
the loss of cart and mule in Nov. 1894, 

I also wish to thank you for bringing this affair to 
a successful issue. ) 

Believe me, 


Yours truly, — 


S*g’d) A. Sydenstricker, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking, May 16th, 1896. 


Messrs Grier, Patterson and White, é 
Care of Mr. C.N. Caldwell, 


Shanghai. 


Dear Sirs: 

I have received your letter, without date, referrins to 
previcus correspondence and asking the best course for you to 
pursue to establish yourselves in Chii-chou-fu, in Kiangsu. 

On receipt of your previcus letter, forwarded on January 
6th by Consul Jones, Minister Denby wrote the Tsuncli Yamen, de- 
tailine the circumstances which attended your attempted lecat ion 
at that city. He denounced the action of the magistrate in 
authorizing the purchase of land and secretly using influence to | 
nullify such authorization as a violation of the Berthemy Conven- 
tion, and he recommended that the magistrate himself be ordered 
to find a lot which you might buy and in the iaciabaistne of which 
you should be protected. 

On the 2d February the Yamen replied stating that they 
“had written the provincial authorities concerned to order the 
“said magistrate to deal satisfactorily with the case as the 
"treaties and the Berthemy Siaieene tis require,” 

This reply nik: edeeentoutes to you in an unofficial 
letter which you do not seem to have received. 

It is for you to decide whether, in view of these orders 
another attempt to buy land similar to your former one would have 
reasonable prospects of success. Should you eich this inad- 


visable or should difficulties be encountered, it remains to call 
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ition the Yamen has raised no objection and this Legation 


is prepared to insist upon it. 


- + 


fix upon some time at which you will proceed to Chui-chou-fu and 


In this case I request you to 
give this Legation ample telegraphic notice in advance. The 
Yamen will then be asked to notify the officials that you are 
about to proceed thither and to order them to cooperate with you 
in the purchase of a site. The Consul at Chinkiang, with whom 
you should consult, will also be instructed to communicate your 
intention at the same time to the Viceroy at Nanking. 

I am, Sirs, 

Your obedient servant, 


S'g'd) Charles Denby Jr., 
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Enclosure 1 in Mr, Denby’ Jr,'s No, 2936. 


CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Chinkiang, May 20th, 1896. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to inform you beyond what my telegram 
conveyed, that a serious disturbance occurred at Kiangyin, within 
this Consular district, on the 12th instant, in which the American 
Southern Presbyterian Mission at that place was attacked by a mob 
of several hundred people, the premises broken and torn and robbed 
of the furniture and personal effects, There were two American 
missionaries occupying the premises at the time, Messrs. R. A. 
Haden and L.L. Little, who succeeded in making their escape un- 
harmed, to a neighboring fort, and came on here the next day and 
laid their complaint before me, 

The circumstances of the disturbance, as related to me, Messrs 
Haden and Little, are as follows: 

These missionaries had rented the house in which they live 
for a period of 10 years, and had paid the rent for 5 years, in 
advance. About ten days before the disturbance, a Chinese man 
known as the “Doctor",. and of doubtful reputation, came to see the 
missionaries (the same man who was employed by the Rev Mr Du Bose 
in the purchase of some property at the same place two years or 
more ago) stating that he called at the instance of the proprietor 
of the premises, to take away the windows and doors of the house, 
which, he claimed, were not included in the articles of lease, or 
in lieu thereof to pay him $100. This the missionaries declined 
to do. A few days after the proprietor himself called, he said, 
to induce them to extend the period of the lease one me year, 


and pay him the rent in advance, and that he would, in further 
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further consideration, give them a feast. This they agreed to, 


and paid the additional rent. The feast was given, but, in some 
way, the "Doctor" the intermediary, was left out of the enter- 
tainment, and “lost face." 

A few days after this; one morning, at day light, the next 
door neighbor, a widow-woman, gave an alarm, crying out "robbers 
etc." The missionaries ran out and found a back gate open, and 
evidences of some person’ or persons having been inside. They ~* 
thought that some one had been there to steal their pigeons, and 
paid no more attention to it. The next night, the servants of 
the house discovered a man in the back sand and tried to catch 
him, but he got away. Some three or four days subsequent to this, 
on the 12th of. May a mob of a hundred or more people led by this 
"Doctor" came to the house with the intention, he said, to search 
the premises for two missing children. They were denied admission 
It was known later that placards were posted that morning announ- 
cing this search, 


| f 
in numbers, and the Magistrate was sent for, who, in a little 


In the meantime the crowd was greatly increased 


while came, accompanied by about a dozen runners of the Yamen,. 

The missionaries told him that there was a report that two missing 
children were concealed on their premises, and that the mob had 
come to search for them, and requested that he, the Magistrate, 
would make the search and thus allay the excitement and suspicion 
of the people. The Magistrate made the search and nothing was 
discovered. At this point the "Doctor" came forward and told 

the Magistrate that he knew the missing AhAtdied Gere Sonccaled 
in the house, or on the premises, and that he could find them, 
The Magistrate told him to make the search. He proceeded immed- 


iately to the back yard, and pointed the place where the children 


were buried. The proper implements were provided him, and he was 
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was told to dig, and did so. Ina few moments a bundle was 


unearthed, wrapped in a coarse matting, which, upon being opened 


disclosed the dead body of an infant about 18 months old, and 


that apparently had been dead 15 or 20 days. Upon this the 
Magistrate turned to the Missionaries and said "here is a ‘ak 
child found buried on your premises what have you to say about 
it." By this time the crowd greatly augmented was much excited 
and had began crying out "kili the foreign devil" etc.. The 
Magistrate attempted to quell the disturbance with his unarmed 
runners, but all ineffectually. The fort was only ten minutes 
away, but he did not send for assistance from the soldiery, and 
the mob, unopposed, wrecked the house and looted its effects. 
The missionaries made their escape through the back premises and 
reached the fort in safety and soon after came here. 

On this statement being made to me, I immediately communica- 
ted it to the Taotai, and requested that he telegraph the Magis- 
trate to arrest the rioters and investigate the circumstances of 
the matter. The Taotai sent a Deputy to Kiangyin, to make a 
searching investigation and to report. This Deputy has not yet 
returned. In the meanwhile the Viceroy has ordered a speedy 
settlement. 

I should be glad of any advice, or suggestions concerning 
the affair. 

The commanding officer of the U.S. ith seviuotent now at 
Shanghai, on learning of the sonst through a letter from me 
to Consul General Jernigan, and whose ship is undergcing some 
repairs, sent an officer to confer with me, in the event a dem- 
onst ration saat be required, to show to the Chinese officials 
and people that the American Government is watchful of the inter- . 


ests of her citizens, and will no longer tolerate this spirit of 
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of outrage on the part of Chinese mobs, 


I do not yet know the 
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temper of the officials in the matter, as they await the report 


of the Deputy sent to the scene, before receiving any demands | 
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me do not anticipate any obstructions in 


settlement of the affair. 
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I shall endeavor in the settlement of the Kfangyin affair, 
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as you suggest in your telegram, to secure’ at the same time the 
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property at Chu Chou-fu for the Preg#terian Mission, 
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he 
I have:the honor to remain, 


Sir, 
ZF Your obedient servant, 
ya (S'g'd) A. C. Jones 
oe 
gr Consul, 


Hoi Charles Denby Jr. 
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Telegram. 


xy 
Seymour to Mr. Denby Jr. 


Canton, May 14th, 1896. 


Denby, 


Peking. 


"/ 
yy 


Your prompt assistance needed Chao Yang 


troubles unsettled becoming serious by recent death of 


f 


one Catholic bandit. woundet®# while pillaging Khokhoi 


Baptists Catholics through French Consul demand release 
bandit chief and expulsion of innocent native Baptist 
school teacher justice cannot be obtained, 


Seymour. 
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Mr. Denby Jr. to the Tsungli Yamen, 


No.13, May 14th, 1696. 
Your Highnesses and - 2 


Your Excellencies: 


a, 


I weg 4 honor to inform you that 
some weeks ago I received a despatch from the United States Con- 
sul at Canton stating that _gdring the Month of March serious. 
acts of violence were cofimitt ed at a place called Ko Koi, in the 
Chao Yang District dt Kwangtung, in which native Christians, both 


Catholic and Prétestant, were involved. The Consul’ urged the 
% 


13 
pa 
“3 s 


ih 
authorities’ to restore peace, to stop the pillage, arrest the 


. . 3 yf 
at? 


£ 


pillagsrs and deal with them according to justice, and thus it 
oe 


wap hoped the affair would terminate. I have to-day, however, 


we 
oy 
fe 


# 


we received a telegram from him saying that the troubles were still 


unsettled and were becoming serious that other outbreaks «had 
occurred and that a native Christian had lost his life. It is 
feared that natives of the Protestant Faith will be unjustly 
Oppressed etc. 

I have the honor to state to Your Highnesses and Your 
Excellencies that though this matter involves native Christians 
it concerns subjects of China alone and it is the duty of China 
as an independent power to deal with it in a spirit of impartial 
palileh 

I request you to telegraph to the Viceroy at Canton to 
order the local authorities to deal justly with the rioters and 
neither to protect wrong-doers nor to ill-treat innocent people 


because of being adherents of a foreign faith. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby Jr. 


No.15 Peking, May 18th, 1896. 


\ 
Your Excellency: 

On the 14th instant, the Prince and Ministers had the 
— to receive a communication from the Charge d’ Affaires of 
the United States, in regard to acts of violence committed at a 
place called Ku Chi in the Chao Yang District in Kwangtung, re- 
ported to him by the U. S. Consul at Canton, in which native 
Christians-both Catholic and Protestant-were involved. The troub- 
les were still unsettled and were becoming more serious; that a 
native Christian had lost his life and it is to be feared that 
natives of the Protestant faith will be unjustly oppressed. The 
Charge d' Affaires requests that a telegran be sent to the Viceroy 
at Canton to order the local authorities to deal justly with the 
rioters and neither to protect wrong doers nor to ill treat 
innocent people because of their being adherents of a foreign 
faith. 

In answer to this communication, it ies be observed that 
it matters not what religion the natives of the various provinces 
embrace, if they, as Christians, attend to their own affairs, the 
people should certainly not purposely oppress them, thus causing 
a feeling of enmity and hatred among them, he, 

vraag 2 (ex erctormrs 7 -) 

But it often happens that characters embrace Christian- 
ity as a means of protection, and when something happens, rumors 
are circulated. If they commit an offense prohibitted by the 
laws of China, the local authcrities could not, on account of 
their religious profession, regard them as innocent. 

All foreign missionaries should discriminate between 
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to hear one side of a story. 

In future, Christians or non-Christians, if they treat 
each other kindly, as matter of course peace and quiet will 
prevail, 

In regard to the Chao Yang affair, it is as the Viceroy 
of Canton telegraphed, a case of a fight between the French 
Catholic and American Protestant converts and men were taken 


prisoners. Troops were ordered a long time since to suppress 


the fight and the people dispersed. The local authorities have 


been ordered to deal justly with the matter. 
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Ce roaer: 


Mir. AE SS/gog, | 
Racermed hey 237/396. - Swatow, May 9th, 1896. 
Hon Charles Denby 
Legation of the United States, 
Peking. 
Sir: 

We have thought it well to send you a concise summary of 
the Kho Khoi case to prepare the way for the further statement 
with accompanying papers to be sent you as s00n as we can get 
them all ready. 

An examination of the parties concerned was held at 
the office of the Chao Yang District Magistrate on May lst. Rev. 
Messrs Mc Kibben and Ashmore dr. were eeesent to witness the 
proceedings; and also Pere Sordet and Pere Merel the French 
priests. No decision was reached and matters have been refered 
to Canton and, as we hope, to be sent on to the Legation as early 
as possible. 

Speaking now for myself, I may state what I consider 
the attitude of the these parties 
Aa Our attitude is indicated in the type written statement sent 
you. We have not varied in our estimate of our American case. It 
is a case against an outlaw for a midnight assault on our Chapel, 
and against his confederates for further acts of out lawry. It is 
not a case against them as Roman Catholics--but as violators of 
law and order and of our treaty rights. 

Ze The French priests have come in to shield these men-claiming 
them as Roman Catholics, Their men inverted the terms of the 
ease, and said that the capture had been made from their Chapel. 
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the Magistrate afraid of the French Government. 
38. The Chinese authorities, being very apprehensive of the 
French, are anxious to get rid of the responsibility of a decision 
which they the French might not like; init which, they say, might 
involve them in international complications with the French, of 
which they have enough already. The District Magistrate who has 
to do with the affair praised our converts and severely censured 
the new made Roman Catholic converts, and that in open Court, and 
in presence of the French priests themselves, That he knows 
where the truth lies he has confessed privately but dares not so 
admit officially. 

What he therefore and the Taotal are working for, and 
the conclusions they would be glad to see reached, for expediency & 
sake, are these: 

(1) It is an exact tie in the evidence as to where the outlaw 
was captured whether at our Chapel or theirs, 

(2) That being the case let all other questions of losses. and 
damages be arranged between them, a 

We consider this inadequate as to the Pivetemtust as 
to the second. The priests are quite ready for halving things 
as was the woman in Solomon's judgment, 


Yours most truly, 


(S'g'd) Wm. Ashmore, 
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Swatow, May 9th, 18°96. 


Hon. Charles Denby, 


aie 
i 


ac 
ms 


Poet 


U. S. Minister, 


a 


eal 


ape 


Peking. 


Sir: 
Dr. Ashmore in his letter to you of this date says that i 
he is speaking for himself. We beg to say that we fully agree 
with what he has written, and that we have the utmost confidence 
in the essential truthfulness of all that our people have reported } 
to us in this case, | 


a We are respectfully yours, 


(S'g'd) Wm, Ashmore Jr. 


Wm. K. McKibben, 
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THE KHO-KHOI ( KU-CH'I) CASE IN BRIEF, 
I. A Desperado and his Gang. 
Over a year and a hal? ago there was a desperado named Ch'in 
A Min 
and seovertin as the head of an organized gang, he had a price 
set upon him; he fled the neighborhood and went to a region where 
Roman Catholics were numerous; he joined them, and then returned, 


declaring that he was now safe from arrest; he got many to join 


him, promising them immunity from taxes and other just obligations 


saying that the Magistrates would not dare to deal with them, he 
would back them up, and the priests would back him up, and France 
would back up the priests. He soon had several hundred followers 
who owned him as their leader, and who differed from his former 
Scan ia ake in the fact that they with him claimed the protection 
of the Roman Catholic name, and now called him “teacher A Ming”, 
Prominently associated with him were certain men Li A Au Li 
San Erh Li Chin Feng Li A Tieh LiA 
Wai with some others who acted as his lieutenants. He 
fixed his headquarters at Ku-Ch'i in the 12th moon of last year, 
and immediately began'as of old, to terrorize the neighborhood. 


II, They Raid a Village Magistrate’s Office. 
The Village Magistrate of Niau A Hi ,a market town, 


offended the gang by a decision he rendered against one of 
‘their number. They raided him some forty or fifty of them. He 
escaped but they seized his son and imprisoned him at Ku-Ch'i,. 


They compelled the magistrate to submit to their demands, to pay 


a fine and undergo a public humiliation. This was on Sunday March 


1st. 1896 (1st. moon 18th. day). After such a triumph no one 


dared oppose them, nor did the magistrate dare to report to his 
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his superiors their treatment of him, lest he become the object 


of their vengeance. 


They Propose to Raid an American Baptist 


Chap el. 
After having finished up the village magistrate Ch'in A Ming 
| \ 
announced his purpose to take in hand the worshippers at the 


American Baptist Chapel. He openly declared that “where there 


was Lord-of-Heaven-teaching there could be no Jesus-teaching", He 


further told our people that if they did not speedily submit and 
give in their adhesion to him they might expect trouble. Seeing 
that trouble was in store and having no hope of protection from 
the local magistrate against such a powerful desperado our people 
hurried a messenger out to Swatow to ask for protection. This 
was on Wednesday March 4th. (lst.Moon 2lst.day). Mr. Consul 

St reich at once sent in a request for protection to the District 


Magistrate, but he was slow to act, and before his officers got 


round the trouble came, 


x 
IV. The Raid is made but Ch'in A Ming is captured. 
This was on the night of Friday March 6th. lst moon 28rd. day) 
Ch'in A Mine with two of his lieutenants came to the American 
Baptist Chapel soon after dark with abusive language and threats 
of what they would do. Our people were led to look for an attack 
that night, and accordingly prepared to defend themselves as best 
they cculd. About midnight Ch'in A Mine and his gang, supposed 
to be a large number from the noise they made, came banging at 
the doors. A struggle took alain in the doorway and in the dark. 
A Ming in the forefront was stunned by a blow, and thus was cap- 
tured and held; the rest fled. The main object of this midnight 


raid was supposed to be the capture of the pastor and the school- 


teacher of the Baptist Church, Information of the attack and ‘gf 
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of A Ming's capture was at once sent to the local authorities 


with a request that they take over A Ming. The same information 


was brought out to Swatow without delay, and through the Consul 


the request was renewed that the Chinese Authorities take charge 


of A Ming, and also that they suppress further violence from his 


gang, and secure quiet and protection. 


The gang organized and began a fresh attack on Saturday 


morning, March 7th. (lst.moon 24th.day),. intending to recapture 


A Ming and to make short work with the Baptist Christians. Super- 


ior in numbers and weapons they would soon have succeeded but for a 


the timely arrival of messengers from the Yamen both military and 4 


eivil. 


V. Ch*in A Ming's Gang begin plundering the : 


Fields. 


; | E 
On Tuesday March 10th, (lst.moon 27th.), the gang began a. 


plundering the fields of our people, sometimes at night, often in 


broad daylight, and this was kept up day after day in utter con- 
tempt of the District Magistrate, who declared himself to be power 
less to prevent it until he got more soldiers, although he then 
had about him some two hundred. He told our people to keep an 


account of their losses and he would see what he could do about 


‘N 


it by and by. 


At the same time the gang began erecting a fighting tower to 


enable them to fire down into the houses and courts of our people. 
When on the 15th. of March (2nd.moon 2nd.day), the Magistrate went 
to inspect the tower and the condition of the village in general, 


they insulted him and hustled him out of the place, 


VI. The whole Case Plain and Simple. 


al 
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It was; 

The American Missionaries, their missionary agents 
and their church members claiming rights, protection and guaran- 
tees under Art.XXIX of the Treaty of Tientsin, 

I. Ch*in A Ming, Li A Au, Li Chin Feng and others, for 
assault with viclence on shade chapel and its inmates. 

II. Li A Au, Li Chin Feng, Li San Erh and others of 
A Ming's gang, for further assault on the persons and property of 
the Baptist Christians and for pillaging fields as an act of 
revenge for the capture of a ruffian taken in a midnight assault 
on the chapel. 
What the missionaries and their people asked was briefly and 


simply this, 


I. That Ch'in A Ming be taken over by the Chinese Authorities 


and tried and dealt with for his assault according to the facts 


$ 
the law and equity. That his confederates implicated with him, be 


also txken and dealt with in like manner for their offenses, 

2. That reparaticn be made for damages sustained in person 
and property of those assailed i pillaged by them, 

3. That adequate guarantees for future security be given 
by the Authorities according to the provisions of the treaty. 

VII. Justice balked by Roman Catholic Priests. 

A case so simple should have been ee at once. And so 
it would have been but for the obstructions interposed by certain 
Roman Catholic priests, 

They at once claimed Ch*in A Ming and his confederates as 
Catholics, and alleged that he had been wrognfully seized and 


abducted. They demanded his immediate and unconditional release, 


intimating that if this were refused there would be fighting, 
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fighting. They also shielded A Ming's confederates from arrest 


and by the encouragement of their support emboldened them to still 
greater lawlessness and open defiance of the authorities, In 
consequence of this encouragement afforded to the gang by the 
priests, and because of their apprehension that the French Gov-. 
ernment would back up the priests, the local Authorities have 
been completely intimidated, and dare not act. To avoid giving 
offense to either sYide, and thereby becoming involved in trouble 
and eeastbie international complications, they propose to have 
the two parties settle the matter between themselves. The small 
and weak party that has been wronged is asked to treat with 
“humerous and bold and unscrupulous party of ruffianly assailants 
for such terms of aids tenant as they shall be willing to give. 
So far Crom their getting a grain of justice, if they come off 
with either thet. property or their lives it will not be the 


fault of men whose assault on the chapel was only the first step 


in a premeditated and openly avowed policy. 
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VIII. The Simple Gitest ion now is, 

"On what basis do our rights as American missionaries engaged 
in our lawful work rest?" Are they to be “made contingent on the 
pleasure of Roman Catholic priests? Are Chinese Magistrates to be 
at liberty to slight our treaty rights, to withhold justice, and 
Subject us to a vast amount of loss, imperilling the cory exis- 
tence of our work, just because they are afraid of offending some 
arrogant priests and a mob of some hundreds of taekbbekcere when 


they have taken under their protection?" 
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Mr. Seymour to Mr. Denby Jr. 


Denby, 


Peking ° 


Canton, May 23rd, 1896. 


Huart myself mailed Khokhoi papers Peking 


hope our Legations jointly will devise plan settlement 


afraid Bishop getting approval before Gerard with your- 


self examines papers both sides Chaoyang magistrate 
issued warrants against several Baptist Christians 


because of dead bandit matters critical condition. 
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Telegram, 


Mr. Seymour to Mr. Denby Jr. 


anton, May 25th, 1896, 


Denby, 
Peking. 
ustice impossible while priests 
intimidate mandarins with threats vengeance France 


mandarins conceding all demands of bandits and 


priests against Baptists. 
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Mr. Denby Jr. to the Tsungli Yamen, 


a 


1896, 


% 


Your Highnesses and 
Your Excellencies: 


I have had the honor to receive your despatch 


of the 18th instant regarding the missionary trouble» at Ku Chi 
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in the Chao Yang District of Kwangtung. In this despatch you say 


“ ah 


that “it often happens that worthless characters embrace Christ- 
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ianity as a means of protection and when something happens rumors 


are circulated. If they commit an offense prohibited by the laws 
of China the local authorities could not on account of their 
relizious profession regard them as innocent. All foreign miss- 
ionaries should discriminate between the good and the bad converts 
and not merely have in mind to hear one side of a story." X X X X 
"In venue to the Chao Yang affair", you say “it is, as the 
Viceroy of Canton telegraphed, a case of a fight between the 


French Catholic and American Protestant converts and men were 


taken prisoners. Troops were ordered a lone time since to suppress 
the fight and the people dispersed. The local authorities have 
been ordered to deal justly with the matter," 
It is not proper to regard this as “a case of a ficht 
between the Prench Catholic and American Protestant converts." 
It is a case of an attack by lawless characters against an Ameri- 
“ean chapel and the attacking party should be punished by the 
” eeameaie authorities wetnes Catholic or not. 
The facts of this case are as follows: 
DP taguaht a. “er 860 a@ man named + ores A ‘Min was 
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other crimes, and a price was set upon him, He fled to a place 


where Catholics were numerous and, having joined them, returned 


to Ku Chi declating that he was now safe from arrest. He induced 


others to join him under promises of protection, Soon he had 
several hundred followers who called him"teacher A Ming." Promin- 
ently associated with him were certain men Li A Au, Li San Erh, 
Li Chin-feng, Li A-tieh, Li A-wai and others, 


In the first moon of this year Chin and his followers 


attacked the magistrate'’s office at Niao A Hi, a market town near 
Ku Chi. The magistrate escaped but his son was seized and impris- 


oned at Ku Chi, and the magistrate was finally compelled to submit 


and pay a fine. Fear of these outlaws prevented the magistrate 
reporting this incident to his superiors. 
After this Chin A Ming began making threats against the 

worshippers at the American Baptist Chapel, saying that "where 
there was a lord of heaven teaching there could be no Jesus teach- 
ing." Mr. Streich, who has charge of American interests at 
Swatow, wrote to the District Magistrate on the 4th March last 
(2lst day lst Moon), asking that protection be uttenent. No steps 
were taken by the magistrate, however, and on the night of March 
6th (28rd day lst Moon) Chin A Ming and his followers attacked 
the American chapel, They were resisted, a struggle took place 
and Chin was captured. The local authorities were informed of 
this, Chin A Ming ae delivered to them and they were requested 
to restore order. On the 7th March, the friends of Chin were 
about to renew the attack but fortunately messengers from the 
Yamen arrived and this was prevented. 

, After this, at frequent intervals, the followers of 
Chin A Ming plundered the fields of the Protestants both by day 


and night. The District Magistrate stated that he was unable to 
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a fighting tower to fire down into the houses and courtyards of 


the Protestants. When the magistrate went to look at this tower 


he was insulted and driven away. This happened on the 15th of 
March. (2nd Moon 2nd day). 
The XXIX Article of the Treaty of Tientsin provides that 
any person, whéther citizen of the United States or Chinese 
convert, peaceably teaching or practicing the Christian Religion 
shall not be molested. This article protests both foreign and 


| Chinese Christians. In accordance with it I have the honor to 


request that Chin A Ming and his associates be seized and punished 


: and that reparation be made to the people whom he attacked, Your 


of 


Highnesses and Your Excellencies in the despatch quoted above say 
that “it often happens that worthless characters embrace Christ- 


ianity as a means of protection", but that if they offend against 


wd 


the laws of China the local authorities could not on account of A 
ne ’ 


at 


their religion regard them as innocent, This agrees with the » 


imperial edict which says that Chinese embracing foreign faiths 


fw 


remain subject to the local authorities, It is in this’ spirit 
£ a 

/ that this case should be dealt with and Chin A Ming’ and his 
followers should receive no protection from their foreign faith, 


Py 
Pa 


I have received further telegrams” yesterday, from the 
U. S. Consul at Canton, reporting that the condition of affairs 


at Chao Yang is critical, and that warrants of arrest have been 


cd 


issued against several Baptist Ofistians. I have reported this 
case in full to the Honorable Secretary of State who will be 
informed of the outcome théreot. I request you to telegraph the ' 
provincial authorities 40 take no steps against the fenerican : 


Missionaries’ converts without a thorough examination into the 


ee Ad 


_ Case and on no agtéount to permit injustice to be done thems. 
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Mr. Denby *36 the Tsungli Yamen. 
-»~ 


May 29th, 1896. 
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: Your Excellency: 

4 On the 26th instant, the Prince and Ministers 

- had the honor to receive a communication from the Charge 4! 

E affaires of the United States, regarding the missionary trouble 

_ at Ku Chi, in the Chao Yang District of Kwangtung, in which he 

_ stated that on€Chen A Ming had committed robbery and other crimes; 

that he had fled, embraced the Catholic faith and afterwards 

D returnea to Ku Chi with several hundred followers; that they had 

] attacked the Baptist Chapel and Chen had been captured and deliv- 

ee to the local authorities; and further that he and his follow- 
ers had plundered the fields of the Protestants. Another telegram 
had been received from the United States Consul at Canton report- 

ing that warrants of arrest had been issued against several 
Baptist Christians and the Chargé d' Affaires requested that the 
Yamen telegraph the Canton provincial authorities to permit no 

injustice to be done be ehel matter, etc, etc. 

In reply, the Prince and Ministers have the honor to state, 
; that the Chinese Statutes provide for the punishment of outlaws 
BD camntttins crime, and no leniency is shown on account of the 


: offender being an adherent of the Christian faith. 
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A copy of the communication under acknowledgement has been 
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forwarded to the Viceroy at Canton. In addition the Yamen has 


telegraphed that officer to lose no time in having a proper inves- 
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~ tigation held and to see that the case is dealt with in accor- 
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© dance with justice. 


On receipt of a telegraphic reply the Prince and Ministers 
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‘i inform the charged d* affaire of the united States of its 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby Jr. 


‘te 


Infermal, | Peking, June 2d, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 


We have had the hener te receive your note, 


ef May 30th,regarding the American Baptist Missionary Union 
claims. Yeu state that you have received a telexzram from Wr. 
Censul General Beck, in which he reperts that the personal claim 
of the Vikings amounts te Taels 2,177, and that the claim ef 
Miss Ingerhat amounts to Taels 1,626. 

In paying these Claims yo& request that the American claims 
ef Taels 14,305 be paid to the United States Censul General at 
Shanghai and the Swedish claims be paid te the Swedish Censul 
General at Shanghai. You alse requested te be informed in advance 

by whom these claims will be paid and when, in order that you may 
inform the U. S. Consul General accerdingly. 

In reply, we beg to state that on the lst ef June the Yamen 
telecraphed the Minister Superintendent ef Southern Trade to 
instruct the Shanghai Taotai to pay these two claims to the United 
States Consul General and Swedish Consul General( Ur. Bock] respec- 
tively. 

We beg that you will telesraph Shanghai informing the Consuls 
General to receive the amounts and thus settle these long pending 


claims. 
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_ THOS, if ECKERT, President: and General Manager. 


"TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO CREAT BRITAIN. 
ANCLO-AMERICAN ano ONE DIRECT U.S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 
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BLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 
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. Seechow, China, 


May 28rd, 1896, 


~ 


fT. Re Jernigan, Esquire, 
Shanghai, China. 
Dear Sir: 


L am desireus of ongagine in the freictht and passenger 


? 


trade between Shanghai and Secchow, and have formed « company 
tc be known as the “American Stsamboat Company", of which I am 
prasident. The passengers and freight will cccupy native boats 
wiich are to be towed by steam launches. 

Before going any farther I shculd consider it a creat favor 
if you will kindly sive me some information on the fellowing 
2cints: 
lst. {fs Secchew sufficiently an open port, se that I, an Amorican 
citizen can entace in such a business? 
2nd. Is the route to Seochow frem Shanzhali Limite? by treaty te 
the Seecchew Creek or can wo use the Yanepoo River as wall? 
ord. What licenss is necessary and where is it obt-inable? 
4th. Is land in the foreign concessicn at Socchow for sale now, 
ss we wish to establish our Secchow office in the fcerefivzn concess- 
icn if vossible? 

Sth. Is it imperative that eur headquarters be in the foreian 


4 


concession or can we rent an office in the native city at this 
place? 
66th, In the event that we can do business should our boats be 


recistere:? 


ele ie 6 


Tth, Is it necessary for us ta obtain a charter and, if so, what 


Staps should I take to secure one? 


Kindly give me the name of a good lawyer in Shanghai, as I 
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whom we can employ as an attorney for our firm. 


Hoping that I have net imposed tee much upon your ced 


nature, I remain, 


Very sincerely yours, 
S*s°d) R. W. Lambuth, 
Soochow, 
China. 


Dr. Ws. He Parke 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking, June 83rd, 1896. 


a2 f. 


ai 
fT. Re Jernigan, Esquire, 


United States Consul General, 


Shanghai. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No.249, of the 25th ultimo, enclosing a letter from Mr. 
Lambuth, an American citizen, who wishes to establish a line of 
steam communication between Soochow and Shanghai and who makes 
some interrogatories with reference thereto. 

I return, herewith, Mr. Lambuth's letter. I submit as 


follows answers to his interrogatories, subject to such addition 
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as your experience of commercial enterprises at Shanghai and your 


superior legal attainments may suggest. 
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lst. Soochow is an open port for all purposes on the same terms 


- — 


oes ae = Sommers 
(iii 3 » Et” Se. 
a ee Se a ee ? 


as all other open ports in China, (Vide first concession in Art. 


VI Treaty of Shimonseki) and any American citizen may engage in 
freight and passenger trade there or in any other trade not ex- 


pressly prohibited. 


ARS EAE PRE ER SONG AS 


24d. Navigation to Seochow. is open both via canal and Woosung 


Ria BRED Wtosls, Rear tid, 


(Hwangpu) river. (See same article 2nd concession sub-paragraph 2) 


Srd. No license is necessary but navigators of these waters must 


conform to the rules and regulations governing the navigation of 
ether inland waters of China. 

4th. Land in the Japanese Concession at Soochcw is not yet for 
Sale. The Japanese Legation here does not know whether or not 


land there will be sold to foreigners other than Japanese. In- 


form ion as to this point can be readily obtained at Soochow, 
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Sy Land outside the concession can be bought as at other open ports. 


5th. Land may be rented and eccupied either within or without the 


Fereign Cencession at Shanghai. 


6th. If the boats are to fly the American flag they should be 


registered in the Consulate of the United States where most Qqon-.- 


venient. 
"th. No charter is necessary. 
I am, Sir, 
Your ebedient. servant, 
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Charge da’ Affaires ad interim, 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby Je 


Infermal | Peking, June 6th, 1896. 
Your Excellency: 


We have the honor te acknowledge the receipt 


ef your note, ef the 29th May, stating that yeu had received 

a despatch from the Henerable Secretary of State announcing that 
an Exposition would take place at Nashville, Tennessee, commencing 
en the lst ef May, 1897 and would centinue for a period of six 
months, fer the purpose of celebrating the admission of Tennessee 
inte the Federal Unien,. 

Yeu transmitted an invitation frem the executive eo 


ths 
ef JExpesitien Cempany te China te sanbtetoaks in the Expesitioen 


and stated that the Henerable Secretary of State had directed 
you te say that the said Expositien is in’ ne wise under the 
auspices or patrenage ef the Government ef the United States. 

In answer, we beg to state that we have addressed the Minis- 
ter Superintendent ef Nerthern and Southern Trade and the Vicercy 


ef Canten, as well as the Inspector General of Customs to issue 


instructions te the Superintendents and Cemmissioners of Custems 
te issue notifications informing Chinese merchants that they may 
send exhibits te the said Expositien and that they will be allewed 


te export them free of duty. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking; June Oth, 1696. 


Charles Seymour, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 


Sir: 


I have the honer to acknowledro the receipt ef your 
despatch No.523, ef the 22nd May, which, with its enclosures and 
the documents sent me, under date of May 19th, by Messrs Ashmore 
and McKibben frem Swatow, I have carefullyread. 

Relying upon the strength ef the case therein presented I 
called yesterday upon the French Minister with a viow to deciding 
upen seme joint action and with a view to answerine your inquiry 
“whether the Governments ef the United States and France and 
"China will pormit priests er missionaries of any nationality 

"er any denomination te thus interfere with the course of justice 
"towards criminals and outlaws?" 
I was surprised to find that the repert in the hands ef the 


French Minister contradicts in nearly every essential particular 


the representations made by the Baptists and their converts. It 
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is asserted that Chen A-Ming's bad reputation is undeserved, that 
he was seized in the Catholic Chapel by armed Protestants, that 
no attempt was made te release him by ferce but that a peaceable 
mission which was sent on the day after his capture te. discuss 
the question of release was firei upon and that twe men were 


wounded, @ne of whom has since died, that no damage was done the 


fields ef the Protestants, that the Pretestants have been the 


ageressers, and finally that foreign missionary’ and consular 
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consular influence have been asserted much mere strengly in 
behalf of the Pretestant than ef the Catholic cause notwithstand- 
ing which the lecal authorities perceptibly incline to resard the 
latter as tr tent. ur. egrard declares that the French are in 

the richt, we in the wrong. I am equally cenvinced and as openly 
assert that Americans are right and the French wrens. We cannct 

arree on one stud bette fact. He states that the case 4 
hail be decided locally and that the interference of American ‘ 


official influence in the case hns been a mistake. He declines 


practicaclhy te take any acticn and rerords the questicn as te 
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whether China and foreign covernrents will permit risstonaries 


pried satlaes salle 1 
eh a ets 


and priests to interfere with ‘ustice towards criminals and oute 
laws as more pertinently te be addressed to us than to himself, 
This leaves me, as far as cooperation with the French Lera- 


tien is cencerned, in a helpless position. We cannot arrive at 


the discussion ef any auestion of principle beine utterly at 
variance as to facts. It seems that some ieiecies at accerd 
between the two parties as to the facts should be made lecally. 
They cannet be ascertained here by examination ef documents which 
flatly contradict each ether. In this sense I telezraphed you 
yesterday, and I hepe that some further effort will be made by 
yeu and the French and Chinese autherities to arrive at some 
agreement, 


There remains another course of action vig te appeal to the 


Chinese Government asserting that we are richt and making demands 


accordingly. Te these representations the French Legation will 


be lod tc reply. The discord in Kuangtuns will be intensified by 


pupper® at Peking. To set Catholics, ee by French Authorities 
seems a course to be avoided. Meresver ating nee is subject | 


to the orders of the Department of State and must carefully 
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carefully consider how far those erders will allow it to co in a 


ease in which primarily only Chinese subjects are interested. 


The case has been fully reperted to the Department and you 
will be advised of its instructions. 
The preper course seems to be to uree the local authorities 
to ascertain the truth and te decide accerdingly. Pressure, to, 
secure justice sheuld be exerted here at Peking and your coepera- 
tion te the Same end sheuld be afferded at Swatow. I1 advise yeu 
to centinue your efforts te bring about a settlement locally and 
to urge the missionaries net te hope that in such a case as this 
a peremptory erder can be secured decidine all the points at issue 
in their favor. I will consult with the French Minister again 
in the matter. He expresses an earnest desire to avoid "religious 


war" a desire which wll Americans will share. I will alse contine 


ue my representations to the Yamen. ‘I request you to make every 
effort lecally in conjunction with eur fellow citizens at Swatow 
to secure justice and restore peace, 

L am etc, 


(S'a'd) Charles Denby dr. 


Charge d' AFPAIRES ad interim. 
Cenfirmation of telerram of June Sth, 1886, 


Seymour, Canton. 
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Censulted French Minister his reperts cdntra- 
dict ours cannet arree on facts te avoid mutual recrimina- 
tions befere Yamen urge further effert settle locally. 


er" Denby. 
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| empire—the more the better. Ten years ago 


|two institutions named 
\limited yet opportunity has been taken 


|} the memorialist and already reported to 
jthe Throne in a former memorial. | 
Jif it should turn out that the graduates | 


Cnifersrrcrve 2 AO 2525. 


hiffing fr Murth here Oaidy ews Aime 2 (896. 


[TARY AND RATLWAY ACADEMIES AT 


¥ aang Chih-tung, acting age . the 
iang Kiang provinces, reports the advis- 
ability ol rorinihs a Military Academy and 
a school for instruction in the science of 
Railway building to be connected with the 
first named establishment as an adjunct. 
Memorialist had been led to inaugurate 
the two institutions from the fact of the 
organisation by him of The Ad. Astra 
Brigade, consisting of picked young en | 
trained to become cavalry, lafantry, and 
artillerymen and sappers and miners, under 
German instructors, concerning which a 
memorial had already been sent to the 
Throne and approved of by his Majesty. 
China is sadly in want of trained material 
to resist the aggressiveness of outside na- 
tions and the reason why Germany’s armies 
are superior to those of other European 
countries is due to the fact that every mau 
in the former country is a soldier whilst 
those who have shown superior knowledge 
in their duties and clever talents are made 
officers. Not a single »fficer in the German 
armies but ha: graduated from some 
military academy or other. Hence the 
superiority of Germany over others. If 
China desires to be strong she must follow 
these lines and encourage every military 
man to study at military academies like 
those in Germany. To do so academies 
must be established throughout the whole 


a military academy was established in 
Tientsin. At that time memorialist was 
Viceroy of the Two Kuang provinces, and 
he also followed the example of the 
Peiyang authorities by establishing a 
similar academy at Canton. Although the 
number of graduates turned out by the 
above is but 


to utilise their services by using them 
as Officers in the new German-drilled 
brigade (Ad Astra) organised recently by 


Even | 


above noted be net thoroughly fitted for | 


|their new posts, yet with the foundation 
jalready grounded in them they would be 
jable to better their knowledge 
jfaster with their new instructors than 
jweuld have happened in the case of 
| young officers who have had no ert 
j training before. 

}have borne good fruit, however, cannot 
j be denied and the young graduates have — 


much 


That these academies 


already proved their efficiency in more 
instances than one of late years. But 
two academies are not sufficient for China 
nor even three, and it remains for the gov- 
ernment to establish as many as possible for 
the empire which needs them to withstand 
the aggressions of outsiders in the future. 
There is already a naval academy established 
at Nanking and memorialist has decided 
therefore to establish a military academy at 


| the Yiféng gate of the same city, spaciously 
jlaid out and constructed after German 


methods. 


Memorialist has already tele- 
graphed to Hsii Ching-ch‘eng, our minister 
at Berlin, to engage five Professors of 


| military science to take charge of the new 


academy. The cadets will all be above 
twelve and under nineteen years of age. 
chosen for their brightness, physique, and 
an average knowledge of the written 


commence with, The school will be divided 
into cavalry, infantry, artillery (ho:se and 
foot), engineering, and fortifications classes, 
and stra and tactics will be carefully 
taught in academy. Two years will be 
devoted to preliminary studies and drills 
peculiar to each of the above classes, and 
the third year will be mainly occupied in 
the practical study of artillery in all its 


branches. German will also be teught in 
order to.enable the graduates to keep up 


their pic tg by reading any new Ger- 
| man military books and inventions that 


may in the futuee be published. At the 
jend of the third year a grand examination 
will be held and commissions iv the army 
distributed to each graduate, according to 
their various merits. The amount required 
to lay out the parade grounds, ete., and 
| the building of dormitories and recitation 
rooms fr the new academy will be over 
Tis. 40,000, and this stm will be furnished 
from the Kiangnan Military Defence Ad- 
ministration’s treasury, The annual expen- 
diture will also be something over T's, 
40,000. As railways will be a portion of 
the strategic defences of the empire, 
memorialist intends to form an adjunct to 
the academy of a eclool for the study of 
railway engineering and” construction. 
In foreign countries there are various 
Boards similar in functions and authority 
to the Six Roards of China. Among-t 
these a minister of the highest class is 


j appointed to preside specially over the 
| Railways of the country, which is called 


the Board of Railway C. mmunications. 
There are also high and primary grade 
schools in these countries where railroad 


j construction, etc., are taught and. their 


number is like the trees of a forest. 
Memorialist has heard that in Germany | 
alone there are several tens of thousand 


{men who have made special study of rail- 


ways, and this number is just sufbcient to 
contrel the 100,000 odd miles of railway 
in all its branches in that empire. China 
is Just commencing to construct railways 
throughout the empire. but the supply of 
native experts in this science is practically 
nil. We must therefore use foreign aid. 
As an attempt to supply this want memoria- 
list intends to establish a railway «chool 
under the instruction of three foreign 
instructors who shall teach a class of ninety 
youths to commence with. The annual 
expenditure required for this school will 
be something over Tls. 20,000. As this 
branch of study is connected with the 
defensive mexsures of the empire we cannot 
get along without it. Thus there will be 
required over Ts. 60,000 per aunum which 
memorialist has made arrangements to 
provide for in the future and for which’ 
he prays his’ Majesty’s approval and con- 
sent. —Reseript: Granted. Let the Boards 


language, and the limit will be 150 boys to. 


concerned take note. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking, June 10th, 1896. 


Charles Seymeur, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Canton. 
Sir: 
I cenfirm on the everleaf yeur telegram ef the 9th 
instant and my reply of the same date. 

The plan approved by you and Mr. Ashmore is not now practi- 
cable. In the first place you and the French Consul having 
referred the case to Peking ,and I having already consulted the 
French Minister we must treat with him. Secondly the French 
Minister puts confidence in the report made to him by his com- 
patriots; he believes that the Catholics have suffered more chen 
the Protestants and that any settlement arrived at cannot ifnore 
their loss to life and property. We must either treat with the 
French Ministe#@ with a viéw to coming to some agreement sell tetas 
tory, Or as nearly satisfactory as possible, to both sides, or we 
must take up the controversy in the face of his icine Ooppo- 
sition. _— 

For reasons heretofore alluded to this course seems to me 
much to rs Your suggestion that a commission be appoint- 
ed to establish the facts may be referred to the Department. In- 
asmuch, however, as neither the life, the personal safety nor the 
property of any American citizen is involved it is difficult to 
see what basis such a commission would have. 

Unacceptable as compromise or concession may appear to either 
side it would ound tea some such process presents the only solu- 


| tion to this question. I had a long interview with the French 
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French Minister this morning. He does not wish to take any steps 


in this matter before the Chinese Government which may appear ~ 
nbettie to us. He strongly favors local settlement by the provin- 
cial ness Eee, Or if the case must be taken by the Legations 

to the, Yamén necwishes ait:to be done in order to restore A bi 
and not in order to renew the controversy. The only solution of 
this case that our consultation of thiS morningepointed tc was: 
Li-Taksyong and Ghen A-mingsto both be released; both sides to 
giverse@curity.<tonkeep-the peace; the ¢iains of the Catholics for 
ore ‘mannkidbedvandsoneblinded: to tbe ‘waived andthe claims of the ( 
Protestants ‘for wounds and=damage to'property tobe also waived; 
all other demands toi béoabandoneds: My telegram*’to you.of yester- 


day was to this effect g” Remembering that the French Minister 


regards his side as right and in view of the demands which the 


Catholic priests have filed with him, this constitutes a considet- 


able comesssion? ©From,.the Protestants’ point of view, thouch the 


assault upon the chapel remains unpunished, they escape all 


responsibility for the wounds inflicted invtits défense and for 


the kihlhingrof‘onevassatlantye io! 


-ocEn vhewedf /theoedifficuilttesowhich surrournatthis case I advise 


“ ae Leckie pa ob Ane ss Aig SA ROOT 3 
TS ks ola eal de A te nett hen it 2 eT PRN OE , fice Se rare ee 
¥ _ ape ee ee " bs —— . 


a ala ia Nght BILE AED 


our ‘eompatriots td accept lessothan ‘theyomay fesk justified in 
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I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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Telegram fteceivedoFrenchi deny « - 
Brotestant chargesowill- oppdsecsétthement based 
exclusively thereon:-makingscounteretenands settile- 
ment will be difficult. Will you consentnotelease 
Chen A-mingiand» hitTak-yong both sides give secur- 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr, Denby dr. 


/ 


yw 


June 14th, 1896, | 


Your Excellency: 


Upon the 9th of June the Yamen received a 


communication from the Inspector General of Customs acknowledging 


the Yamen's instructions stating that the United States Minister 
had addressed the Prince and Ministers touching the bar at Woosung 
which proved detrimental to the commercial interests of Shanghai; 
that the steamer "Feima lies sunk there and the Swedish ship 
"Nora" as well, in the "Feima" channel and if these vessels are 
not removed they will obstruct navigation and destroy commerce 

and the request is made that immediate orders be issued for the 
removal of the obstructions described, | 

The Yamen instructed the Taotai at Shanghai to devise means | E 
for taking action in the premises, and also addressed the Inspec- 
tor General of Customs to at once take the matter under consider- 
ation and report. 

The Inspector General of Customs has now reported stating 
that of the shoal places on the coast of China the most important 
in its effects and results on navigation are those in the vicinity 
of Woosung at Shanghai. If some universal forced rule be not 
adopted it will not be easy to deal with the matter. 

In Western Countries there are established regulations in 


regard tc who shall remove vessels sunken in the track of vessels a 


and how it shall be done. The regulations in force in these 


countries are nearly the same, only differing a little. 


As the commerce of Great Britain is the greatest, the regula- 


‘ions adopted by that country are very satisfactory. 
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WRECKS:;- Regulations for 


their removal, etc. 


Whenever any vessel’is sunk, stranded, or abandoned in any 
river or harbour of China, or in or near the usual tracks of 
vessels along the coast of China, it shall rest with the 
Commissioner of Customs at the nearest port to decide whether 
or not the wreck is or is likely to become an obstruction 


to navigation. 


2 If the Commissioner of Customs decides that the wreck is an 
obstruction to navigation he shall at once take possession 
of vessel and cargo; and shall notify the owners that (a) 
they will be allowed to carry on salvage operations, on 
giving a legal guarantee that they will, at their own expense 
completely remove, the wreck within the time to be fixed by 
the Commissioner of Customs according to circumstances, and 
will bear all expenses of marking and lighting the wreck 
until removal is accomplished; and that (b) failing the 


production of such a guarantee within 8 days of notice receive 


ed from the Commissioner, the Customs will proceed to rerove 
the wreck, keeping possession of all material and cargo 


Ssalved,. 


Se If the Customs removes the wreck the saree and material 

salved shallbe sold by the Commissioner, and the proceeds 
of sale shall be devoted to repayment of the expenses of 
marking and removing the wreck. If there is any surplus 
after all expenses are paid it shall be handed over to the a 


owners; and if the proceeds of sale are not sufficient to 
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be compelled to pay the deficiency, and the claim shall be 
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Your Excellency: 


The Prince and Ministers have the honor to 
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inform the Charge a! Affaires of the United States that on the 


20th March last the Yamen presented a memorial to the Emperor 


and received His Majesty's sanction for the extension of the 


nig pian Hy rt 
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present Customs Postal System and that China should enter the 
titeiees tone) Postal Union, 

Instructions were issued to the Inspector General of Customs, 
to take the entire management of this business, to prepare rules 
eee 
and fix a time for carrying the new system into effect. The 
Inspector General of Customs has prepared rules for the service 
which, generally speaking, are minutely arranged. 

Further the Yamen prepared an official communication which 


has been sent to His Excellency Kung, Chinese Minister to England, 


to be forwardeg fo the Administration of the International Postal 


Union in as evidence of China entering the Postal Union, 
The Inspector General of Customs, further reports that Post 
offices will thereupon be established in their order at the Treaty 


Ports and put into operation. 
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As in duty bound the Prince and Ministers send this communi- 
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cation for the information of the Charge d' Affaires of the United 
States, and to ask that Americans residing in China, be requested — 
hereafter to send their mail matter through the Chinese Government 


Post offices in accordance with International rule, 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby Jr. 


No.21 Peking, June 27th, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 

The Prince and Ministers have the honor to 
inform the Charge d* Affaires of the United States that the Yamen 
has from time to time received communications from the Diplomatic 
representatives of Great Britain, Japan and the Netherlands in 
regard to silver coins being counterfeited in China exported and 
circulated in Peveiaa countries, 

The Yamem made enquiry of the Inspector General of Customs 
as to the exportation of counterfeit coins and received a report 
from him stating that hitherto the customs have never examined 
boxes containing gold and silver bullion or coin. In order te 
make a thorough investigation of the abuse complained of the 
Customs Taotai should issue a notification to Chinese merchants 
and the foreign Consuls a notification to their merchants. The 
Custems authorities will then have some way of meving in the 
matter. 


The Yamen presented a memorial to the Emperor requesting 


that regulations for the examination of bullion er coin, both 


gold and silver, be issued so that the illicit practice complained 


ef may be checked. His Majesty, en the 7th of February last 
issued a Decree as follows: “Let action be taken as suggested." 

In ciieiienns with His Majesty's Decree instructions were 
issued to the Inspector General of Customs to give due consider- 
at ten to the question, 


The Inspector General has new submitted a report in which 
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be examined by the Customs; (2) Customs permits must be obtained 
for the landing and shipping of carge; (3) merchandize unaccompan- 
ied by such permits shall be liable to confiscation. 

These rules have never been enforced so far as bullion er 
coin are concerned. All shipments of geld or silver without re- 
gard to the denomination ef the coin,money or sycee, should be 
reported to the Customs, specifying the marks, quantity and de- 
scription thereof and application fer a permit te land or ship 
be made. Bullien er coin unaccompanied by proper permits shall 
be regarded as illicitly shipped, counterfeited and confiscated. 

The Yamen would observe that landing and shipping permits are 
required for all merchandize. Strenuous measures should be taken 
te prevent the exportation of counterfeit silver coins and it 
should be clearly made known that the regulations in ferce appli- 
cable te merchandize should also apply to bullion er coin, 

The rules proposed by the Inspector General are to prevent 
the abuse ef spreading abroad counterfeit money, which will prove 
advantageous to the interest of commerce. 

The Yamen has addressed the Ministers Superintendent of 
Northern and Southern Trade to take action in accordance with 
existing rules, The Prince and Ministers would beg to request 
the Charge d'Affaires ef the United hiesen to instruct the U.S. 
Consuls at the Treaty ports to notify American merchants to act 
in accordance therewith, 
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Tientsin, China, 


July 5th, 1896. 


To 
Sheridan P., Read, Esquire, 
Consul for the 
United States of America, 
Tientsin. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the lst 
instant, of your despatch to the following effect:- 

“Whereas I have had the honor to receive a communication 
from His Excellency the Minister for the United States of America 
at Peking stating that he had been placed in receipt of a despatch 

dated May 9th, 1896, from the Department of State to the effect 
_ that with reference to the land at Tientsin, Ching,formerly grant- 
ed by China as an American Settlement, the American Government 


does not wish said land, nor does it desire to exercise any con- 


trol over same, The Department has, therefore, instructed the 
Minister to direct the American Consul at Tientsin to communicate 
this fact to the Customs Taotai at Tientsin for his information," 
In accordance with my Minister's instructions, I now there- 
fore, place the above: information in Your Excellency's possession. 
Now, with reference to the above subject, I find that, last 
year, when the German Government was taking steps to establish 


—~f§ a Concession in Tientsin, His Excellency Minister Denby conmunica- 


ted with the Tsungli Yamen who then communicated with the Viceroy 


of Chihli directing him to inform the Customs Taotai that the 


rs pnw 


vaich 
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the land formerly granted as an American Settlement could not be 
granted to any other power, and that it must be reserved for its 
original purpose. : 

Owing to the increase of population and foreign trade at 
Tientsin, the land to the south of the American Settlement has 
this year been assigned to meet the requirements of same, the 
Sekt lenente adjoining Tzu-chu-lin having been found entirely inad- 
equate for the accommodation of said trade and increased popula- 
tion. The said additional land has, therefore, ise boos assigned 
to the German Government, the present Chinese owners having been 
requested to move, and great expense having been incurred regard- 
ing same, 

With reference to the American Settlement, it was formerly 
granted to the American Government as a Settlement. If, then, 
the said Settlement be now relinquished infavor of another country 


and the American Government should at some future day desire to 


establish another: Bett lenent in Tientsin, not only will it be 

most difficult, owing to the ever-increasing population, to assign 
another piece of land for such purpose, but I feel confident that 
the American Government would be unwilling to place China in 

such an embarrassing predicament as would arise from such request. 


I have the honor, therefore, to beg that you will be so good 


as to inform His Excellency the Minister for the United States 


of America at Peking that, upon the understanding that the Ameri- 


can Government will not at some future day demand another Settle- 


ment at Tientsin, I shall then at once transfer the present 
American Settlement to the control of the German Government. 
Trusting to be favored with your reply in due course, that 
this matter may be brought to final conclusion, 


I have étc., 


(Sealed) Li Ming-san, 
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The Tsungli Yamen te Mr. Denby Jr. 


LS 


No.22 Peking, July 8rd, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 


os ae, “ 
POR lak RET LOIN 


The Prince and Ministers have the honor te 
state that referring to the question of jetties at Chefoo, they 
would state that there are twe, one belonging te the firm of 
Fergusen & Ce. and the other to the firm ef Cernabe & Co. 

Recently the Russian Steam Navigation Company proposed to 
build a jetty in the same lecality as the ether jetties. Although 
the land had been bought,the work of building the proposed jetty 
had not cemmenced, 

Apart from the above named jetties, foreign merchants ef all 
naticnalities should have a jetty for the landing and shipping 
of merchandize., The foreshore, however, is limited as regards 


space and it weuld be impreper for every merchant to erect separ- 


een ee a NEL OR AD 


ate jetties at his ewn free will and pleasure, 


The Yamen therefore having in mind the circumstances, discusse# 


ed the question with the British and Russian Ministers and it was 
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agreed that China should build a public read and jetty which would 
Serve the interests ef all concerned and that this would be a just 2 
and equitable way ef acting in the premises, 

Instructions were therefore issued to the Inspector General 
ef Customs, te devise a satisfactory methed of dealing with the 
Case. He has now presented a repert in which he proposes that 
the Gevernment ef China should fill in the foreshore and apply it 
fer the general public benefit and use, whether the owners of 


fereshore land wish it er not. 


Therefore, in this matter ef the erection ef a jetty at 


%. 
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2 
at Chefeo, the lecal authorities should, adds the Inspecter Gener- 


al of Customs, exercise the authority vested in them and reclaim 


the necessary water frentage for the purpose stated. Public 


netificatiens should be issued for general infermation warning 
persons, that witheut first ebtaining the censent ef the Customs 
Authorities they cannet fill in, er build, en the foreshore. At 
the same time a public read and a jetty for public use should 
be constructed upon the reclaimed water frontage within the limits, 
fer shipping and discharging carge. 

The road should be a public one te everyone witheut let or 
hindrance and the jetty should be one for general use by which 
the public at large would be benefitted and ne one injured, 

On completicn of the public read and jetty, it is right and 
preper that a small wharfage tax shculd be levied on gecods landed 
and shipped, which would be put te a fund kept for the purpose 


ef keeping the read and jetty annually in repair. 


The Inspecter General ef Custems requests that the inatter be 
given due censideratien and his preposal be put ene operation, 

The Yamen are of the epinion that the preposal ef the Inspec- 
ter General to build a public jetty is very just and reasonable, 
and the sugesestion ef levying a small wharfage tax to keep the 
jetty in repair is in conformity with the system prevailing in | a 
Shanghai. 

As the amount te be levied will be very small, merchants ef 
all nationalities will find no difficulty in paying it. Instruc- 
tiens have been issued to the Inspecter General of Custems to 


cemmence work en the building of the proposed jetty at once. 


Cemmunications have been addressed to all the Diplomatic a 
representatives en the subject, and as in duty bound the Prince 


| / i 
‘and Ministers send this communication te the Charge d’* Affaires 4 


of the United States and would ask him to be good enough to in- 
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To Charles. Denby Jr., EsSq.e, 
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Enclosed o. me 25G/.- 


Peking, July lst, 1896. 


My dear Mr. Denby: 
On the basis of the memo which you have shown 
to me as embodying what you consider practicable at the present 
time, I am willing to have the Kho-Khoi case closed up, until 
such time as the Government at Washington shall examine the case 
through a Special Commission and determine what further measures 
are required by justice. Knowing full well what difficulties 
beset the Chinese Government at the present time, and unwilling to 
do anything to add to their embarrassment, but desiring rather 

to strengthen the hands of the Government to whatever extent is in | 
mg power, I refrain from urging claims for compensation or for | 
the punishment of those engaged in attacking our chapel and people. 
And I will trust that the Central Government, whose desire to 
maintain peace and order is everywhere known and recognized, will 
issue stringent instructions to the Authorities of Kwangtung Prov- 


ince such as will prevent the recurrence of events like those we 


have been compelled to bring to their attention. I hope in par- 


ticular that the proclamation to be issued may be unequivocal in 


its condemnation of the lawless and turbulent company who, what- 


ever be their real or alleged religious affiliations, have as is 
shane ieee inaugrated rebellion in Chao Yang. I trust 
also that the Chinese Authorities may have unembarrassed freedom 

in dealing with their subjects for such crimes as insult to author- 
ity and other offenses against the public good srdee, eatttine 

for the present the aytack on our station, as is provided for in 
the accompanying memo, There is no telling to what extent that 


company of six hundred men might have gone by this time had they 
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they not met with a defeat and the loss of their leader when they 
attacked the American Protestant Mission Station four months ago, 
At the imminent risk of their lives the loyal and lawabiding 
Chinese subjects belonging to our mission defended themselves 
against the outlaw Chan A Ming and his company in a fight which 
lasted a night and a day, and captured, held prisoner, and deliv- 
ered over to the Authorities in chains, the man for whose seizure 
the Government had offered a large reward. The reward actually 
accorded for this loyal and heroic service was the prison cell, 
from which nothing was in sight but the execution ground and 
banishment to some strange country. We owe it to your interpo- 
sition and to other Representatives of our Government acting in 
conjunction, that this dire prospect is thus far not realized. 
We will hope that our people at Kho-Khoi may be allowed to pursue 4 
their peaceable callings henceforth undisturbed. We offer on 
their behalf full assurance and security that they will be in the 
future, as they have been in the past, orderly and peaceable 
members of society, and not causing trouble to their neighbors, 

Availing myself of your very courteous offer to forward to 
the State Department at Washington a communication in regard to 
these recent troubles, in connection with communications you are 
yourself forwarding, I enclose herewith a letter addressed to 
Hon. Richard Olney, S8cretary for State. In forwarding, will you 
please retain a copy for the Legation. 

I trust you will be able to give your earnest support to the 
request which it conveys. 

Thanking you for the laborious and earnest efforts you have 
made in behalf of our endangered people at Kho-Khoi, and assuring 
you not only of my personal appreciation and gratitude, but of 


that of a hundred native Christians also, as well as of that of 
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of the Swatow missionaries, 


To Charles Denby Jr, 
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Peking, July lst, 1896, 


To the Honorable 

Richard Olney, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

Through the courtesy of the Hon. Charles Denby, Jr., Secre- 
tary of Legation and Chargé d* Affaires at Peking, I have this 
opportunity of addressing you in connection with the full account 


Mr. Denby is forwarding in regard to the trouble at the village 


of Kho-Khoi, near Swatow, in Kwangtung Province, 

The Province just named is at a great distance from the 
capital and on that and other accounts has from time immemorial 
been the seat of lawlessness and of constantly recurring turbulent 
Outbreak. Numberless instances might be given, did space allow, 
Some thirty years ago the noted General Fong was sent to pacifi- 
cate that part of the province about Swatow, and accomplished 
his mission only by cuttine off some three thousand heads, 
General Fong took up his permanent residence there, and made it 
possible, as before it was not, for their own people to travel 
about in safety on lawful and peaceable business. In recent 
years the old spirit of lawlessness has begun to reappear, 

Bloody wars between villages are not infrequent. Gangs of men 
also band together under local: leaders to plunder the defenseless, 
levy black mail, and terrorize the locality. The magistrates are 
usually on the alert against these dangerous conspiracies, and 
cave great need of being alert; because they are rebellion. 

= - Some two years ago there was such a gang as this in the 


vicinity of Kho-Khoi, under the lead of the man Chan A Ming. 
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Chan A Ming. A reward was finally offered for his arrest. He 
became a fugitive from justice, About November, 1895, he reapp- 
eared at Kho-Khoi and proceeded to reorganize and enlarge his 

old band. He defied the law, and proclaimed that now no magis- 
jvibe weate dare arrest him, and that all who would pay him a fee 
of one dollar would secure immunity from debts and taxes and from 
the power of the magistrates. He soon had six hundred followers 
or more. A wide-spread feeling of alarm resulted and law-abiding 
people looked for trouble, All this cannot have been unknown to 
the Chinese Authorities, for the chief seat of government of the 
region is at Chao Yang City, only twenty miles away, and there 
are subordinate officials much nearer, Yet in Rhee ndethe time 
nothing was done to arrest or to suppress the outlaw. For this 
conspicuous failure to discharge a very péainduty the Chinese 
officials are responsible, doubly so from the point of view of 
Chinese law and usage. 

On February 26, soon after the opening of the Chinese New 
Year, A Ming and his company proceeded to threaten a neighboring 
village magistrate. On March lst he did actually ——e office 
at the head of ne Hite tink and carried his son off prisoner, 
. To this act of open rebellion no attention was civen by the Chao 
Yang Magistrate, and Chan A Ming was emboldened to threaten our 
mission station. Mr. I. Streich, U. S. Consular Agent at Swatow, 
on being informed of the state of affairs, sent urgent despatches 


by telegraph and by special messenger to the magistrates, urging 


instant measures for the protection of the chapel and station. 


Had the magistrates taken prompt and adequate measures the trouble 
that followed would easily have been averted. But here again they 


ignored the dangerous condition of affairs and dallied in the 
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3 
the discharge of their duty, thus again failing to preserve order 
and incurring further responsibility for the trouble which ensued, 

On the evening of March6 Chan A Ming and two of his lieuten- 
ants, Li A Au and Li Chin Feng, began their outbreak by coming 
and disturbing an assemblage gathered for religious worship in 
our chapel, abusing and threatening the assembly and delivering 
their ultimatum in these words: "There is no room for the Protes- 
tant religion here; leave the Protestants and submit to me, and all 
will be well; but if not, we will destroy you and your chapel." 

At midnight of the same night A Ming led an assault on the chapel 
in a manner and with results set forth elsewhere in detail. On 
the same night A Ming's men seized, beat and bound one of our 
Church members named Li Ping Ti, who lived near his quarters. 

On the next day A Ming's soniany made a further attack on 
our people. Firearms were freely used, as they had been the 
night before, including a small cannon, Some military subordin-~ 
ates had antven and were asked by our people to prevent the 
attack. The military men only waved the card of their Superior 
and then hurried off, leaving the attack to follow. 

On March 10 they commenced pillaging the fields of our 
people and kept it up for many days in succession, The Chao Yang 
Magistrate was present and saw the pillaging going a, but did 
nothing to stop it, though repeatedly appealed to by our people 
and by the writer, 

On March 15 A Ming's company drove the Magistrate ignomin- 
iously out of town. 

On May 10 one of our people, after having been detained in 
custody for six weeks, was thrown into prison, and shortly after- 


wards another was imprisoned, These men are threatened, the one 
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4 
the one with banishment, and the other with death, on the charge 
ef sanie oaiden two of Ming's men, and so causing the death of 
one of them two months afterward. It would be a mistake to 
suppose that this hideous reversal of justice, putting men to 
death for defending their own lives against wanton and inseosekne 
attack, is demanded by Chinese law, While that law requires 
strict investigation of all cases of homocide, and in general 
affixes severe penalties to the taking of human life, and although 
it often lends itself to injustice toward those charged with 
homocide, yet the right of self defense is fully recognized, es- 
pecially assinet robbers and intending murderers or kidnappers, 

A despatch from the Prefect of the region te Consul Streich says, 
"If they came to the Protestant chapel to make disturbance the 
(assailants) have no ground of reason; the matter cannot be dis-_ 
cussed as an ordinary fight, but as a case of attack on a chapel 
and a pillaging of property: all who received wounds were robbers 
resisting their captors." The release of our two men on bail 

has been with great difficulty obtained; but the punishment 
threatened still hangs over them undiminished. 

The question may well be asked, why should any difficulty 
be anticipated in the treatment “~ case so simple? And,if 
difficulty is encountered, whence does it arise? 

In answer I am compelled to say that the utmost. difficulty 
has been encountered, baffling the exertions of the U. S. Consular 
Agent at Swatow, the Consul at Canton, and even the officers of 
the Connttoni all of whom have given us their efforts unstintedly. 

To the second question, Whence dees the difficulty arise? 
The answer is; In the first place, our presentation of the case 
is met by the brazen denial of every essential ea in particular 


as below noted. 
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noted, 
1. A Ming's record ef rebbery and outlawry is denied, 

20 The inducements by which his six hundred er more adherents 
were recruited, are denied, . 

Se The attack on the village magistrate is denied. 

4. The attack on our chapel and peeple is denied.utterly, beth 
the night attack and that of the following day. 

Se The seizure ef our church member, Li Ping Ti, is denied. 

6. The wounding ef ene of our people whose eye was shot out, 
is denied. 

7. The pillaging ef our people's fields is denied, 

8. The driving eut of the mmagistrate was denied to his face. 
9. The preparatiens for subsequent attack by means of the 
fighting platform and the heuse tep barricades, is denied; it 
being asserted that thege were necessary for protection against 
our Léttle company at ES a above thirty men 
all told, who were alleged te be planning a desperate onslaught 
on them, 

The truth ef all these points does net rest on native evidence 
-alone, but is affirmed in almost every particular by the records 
and the official reports of the Chinese magistrates themselves, 

and in many particulars by competent American testimony also, 
which is freely offered for the clesest scrutiny. . 

Our people, furthermere, are represented as being a desperate 
and lawless lot, but endowed with preternatural cunning and du- 
plicity. It is asserted that having deliberately plotted to abe 
duct A Ming frem the place where he slept eur people appealed 
peferehand to the missionaries, deceived them into believing that 

. A Ming was about to make an attack, and got them to apply through 


the Censul fer soldiers and officers to be en hand in the village 
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6 
village at the time; se that in some way net very clearly stated, 
they, have the aid of the officers of the law in carrying out 

their alleged scheme ef kidnapping, which ranks among the greatest 
ef crimes in China, 

It is asserted in the face of A Ming's well known character 
and record, that he would not have dared to commit an assault on 
a chapel; but that our little company, with a daring unparalleled, 
assaulted the place where he was sleeping, and after a desperate 
fight with fire-arms in which several persons were wounded, 
carried off the robber-chief from among his hundreds of armed 
followers, 

It is asserted that the small number of our people, twelve 

or more, who were at the chapel when it was attacked, could not 
have resisted the assault ef the large ferce who assailed them, 
and could not have captured the very leader himself. But it is 
forgotten that our people fought with all the advantages of posit- 
ion and with the courage of desperation, knowing that if they 

lost the fight torture and perhaps death awaited them, that their 
heuses and possessions would be loeted and their families be 
driven out to beggary, as had actually happened once before in 
the near neighborhood. A Ming was the man who was leading the 


attack, and was therefore the man more than all the rest who was 


exposed to the blows of the aroused and desperate defenders, and 


it was but a natural sequence that he should get struck and be 


seized. 


Having thus mentioned the various claims urged openly in 


favor of Chan A Ming and his gang, the real reason for the as- 


- 


tounding and almost unprecedented difficulty encountered in the 


effert to aisdinas a settlement of a case which would appear to be 


Moe ON eee ee] 2 


7 
be the very simplest pessible remains te be spoken of, The real 
reason is that Chan A Ming and his fellowers are claimed as mem- 
bers of the French Reman Catholic Mission. When A Ming was out- 
lawed and fled, he jeined the Roman Catholics. When he reappeared 
at Khe-Khoi he announced that the priests were back of him and 
the French Government back of the priests. We are not responsible 
fer the religious aspect of the case if the gang who came to 
destroy us are found to be provided with certificates of church 
membership, 

With the religious views of A Ming and his adherents we have 
nothing whatever to do, any more than if they were all Buddhists 
or Tauists or Confucianists. But unfortunakhely, when it is report- 
ed that they are Catholics the Minister of France comes forward 
and affirms that they are under his protection. When I begged the 
Magistrate to stop the pillaging ef our people's fields, his 


reply was that he could do nothing, because A Ming and his company 


¢ 


and Minister. When, all other 7660m@@SES failing, I made the journey 
to Peking to lay the facts personally before the U. S. Legation, 
I am met by the fact that Chan A Ming and his band are fully 
ewned by the French Minister; and that any demand for justice 
will be the signal fer setting in motion the machinery of the 
Chinese Criminal Administration against eur people with the cer- 
tain result ef executing or banishing sia of them as may be 
alleged to have inflicted wounds on their assailants. 

This punishment ef our 8 yh destruction of their 
homes se their dispersion would soon follow. 


These things being so, DB am compelled to beg our Legation 


net te make any demand upon the Chinese Gevernment for punishment 
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: 
punishment or reparation at this time. To do so would be to sign 
the death warrant of our people, 

Having no recourse in China, I am constrained to appeal to 
our Government at home as our only earthly recourse, on behalf 
not only of the immeasurable interests of our own work, but alse 
for the sake of all ether American missions in China. Our ease 
is against the Chinese Government. It is my respectful petition 
that the State Department appoint a Special Cemmission, after 
the iieaiice ef the Commission lately sent to Cheng-Tu, to whom 
shall be committed the duty ef investigating our case; examining 
the reasons that may be effered by the Chinese Authorities for 
their neglect te preserve erder and their failure to stop Btls 
aging; te examine the charges made by the Chinese Officials against 
eur Mission ef having been party te the scheme by which, accord- 
ing to the allegation, our people secured the presence of soldiers 
and officers at Khe-Khoi fer the purpose ef supperting them in 
their alleged plan ef kidnapping Chan A Ming; and in general, te 
ascertain and authenticate to the Home Severnment the facts in 
the case, 

It is Custher petitioned that when it is ascertained that 
the facts are fully in accord with our representations that then 
the reprimand and further adequate punishment be secured ef such 
Chinese Officials as shall have been shown to be responsible for 
these chenieaes by reason of dereliction er neglect of obvious 
duty, tegether with the due punishment ef those who were the 
leaders in the assault upon our mission station, and such repara- 

tien for injuries and losses sustained and expense incurred as thé 

Cemmission may adjudge: right and equitable; and such a recognit- 
ion of our rights as American citizens engaged in a lawful calling 


as will give assurance that respect. will be accorded to those 
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The Hon. Judson Harmon, Atterney General ef the U. S., will 


1 


ow me te refer personally te him, I refer also to Rev. Saml. 


» 


W. Duncan, D.D., Secretary of the American Baptist Missionary 


® 
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Union, Besten. 
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With every confidence that eur Gevernment will suppert us 
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in this emergency, 
I have the hener te be, 
Sir, 
Yeur obedient servant, 
Signing for himself and on behalf ef the 


American Baptist Mission ef Swatew. 
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The welinge ; of Kho-khoi. 


About ten miles souphtest from Swatow is the large District 
City of Chao-yang, and.Some twenty miles beyond that in the same 
direction, is the village of Kho-khoi with a population of about 
1,500. In the same region are a number of other villages, of 
which some are“markot towns of much larger size, and a few quite 
close bye So 
go The Baptist Chapel. 


La Some eighteen years ago the American Baptist Mission opened 


»fa station here. It has greatly prospered, and there is at this 


time a church of about seventy members of whom some forty live 

in the village of Kho-khoi itself, the rest being scattered among 
the surrounding villages. Two years ago a new chapel wa§erected 
at a cost of $1, 000, They support their own pastor and also a 
school-teacher for their children; they have paid their taxes, 
and have been quiet law-abiding people bearing a good name among 
their neighbors. 


A Man called Ti Ngiap 


Some years ago there lived in the village a man named Ti 
Ngiap. He was a Roman Catholic but this did not prevent kindly 
feelings on the part of our people toward him. The good feeling 
was mutual, and he came and went as a friend among them. Owing 
to business reverses he sold his few possessicns and moved away 
to a place called Peh-ne where a number of people of his 
own persuasion lived. After a while he decided to return to kho- 
khoi. But he had no place to stop. He came to our members, and 
they allowed him to lodge for a time in our chapel. But as that 
was not a fit place for continuous lodging, one of our members 
offered him shelter in his own house. This he gladly accepted, 
After a while he found a small house that he could get, but he 
had no money to pay for it. The member above spoken of advanced 
the money and took security, and that paper he still holds, It 
is that very house which in about two weeks later was proclaimed 
as a Roman CathOdlic chapel with a designation to that effect over 
the door. Of itself the history of Ti Ngiap would be of no conse- 
quence, but it is an essential introduction to the history of 
another man, whe is the cause of all the trouble experienced in 
the Kho-khoi village and some of the adjacent villages during the 
last two months. 


The Fugitive from Justice Tan A Meng. 


This is the man referred to. His own village is Au-khe 
about a li (1/8 mile) distant from Kho-khoi. A year and a half 
ago he had some sogt of embroilment with his own relatives, A 
fight is said to have taken place in which he inflicted some des- 
perate wounds. He then gathered a lot of beggars and low fellows 
about him and soon made himself felt as a power and a terror in 
the community. Things went on from bad to worse till the magis- 
trate was compelled to offer a reward for his arrest. He then 
fled. For months it was known only to his confederates what had 
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had become of him. Having failed to get him, the magistrate 
seized his son to be held in his place. The son was taken to 
Chao-yang and put in prison where he has since remained and where 
he now is at this date, April 15, 1896. 


Tan A Meng reappears in a New Role. 


After a long disappearance, and after the tumult about him 
had subsided, Tan A Meng again turns up in the old neighborhood. 
But he did not stop in his own village. He had a sort of head- 
quarters at the house of the man Ti Ngiap above mentioned. He was 
known to be coming and going, dodging about from place to place, 
staying not more than two or three néghts in succession at any 
one place. The striking thing about him now was,the ostentation 
with which he announced that he had become a Roman Catholic; that 
he was now under the protection of the French priests; that he had 
a commission to help lock after Roman Catholic interests. This 
last no one would have credited were it not that he was found to 
be consorting with a native priest Tan Keng Siu ,»who was 
an agent of St. Joseph's Mission at Swatow. This priest and Tan 
A Meng were known to have met at the house Ti Ngiap in Kho-khoi. 
This fact gave a ccloring of truth to the story that he was in 
Roman Catholic employ. Outsiders could not tell where the truth 
lay, but it was well known that Tan A Meng now claimed to be safe 
from arrest by reason of his new relationships. 


Tan A Meng begins to enroll adherents. 


The shyness Tan A Meng had shown for a little at first, after 
his return, soon disappeared. Great confidence and assurance 
took its place. He was soon found to be enrolling new followers 
while he rallied about him quite a number of old ones of the reck- 
less class he had before his flight. He is reported to have 
made great promises and pledges to those who would give him their 
name and follow his leadership. Whether he himself said as much 
or not, certain it is that in the community it began to be re- 
ported that A Meng could prevent the compulsory payment of taxes 
or debts. He was known to be a daring man, and people began to 
believe him when he boasted that he was not afraid of any mandarin 
and that none of them would dare to arrest him. His influence 
increased amazingly. It wh&s said that he had several hundreds of 
names on his book, also that a fee of $2. to $4. was exacted from 
applicants who had some advantage to be derived from membership 
in what had already become a powerful combination with Tan A Meng 
as its head. : 


Organized and ready for Business, 


We are now brought down to the latter end of February 1896. 
During the month A Meng’s activity had been great. That he was 
Organized and ready for business will now be shown. Certain 
persons, among whom were Li A 0 Li Sam Hi Li 
Chin Hong Li A Thah » will all now be found 
within a week's time figuring in some high-handed operations under 
A Meng's direction. Their mutual connection is beyond dispute, 
and is established by documentary evidence of Chinese officials, 
Terrorrism--and lawlessness--and extortion--and violence--and 
kidnapping--and midnight assault--and open day attack with murder- 
ous weapons and murderous intent, were all within the same short 
week of seven consecutive days to be exercised by these men, 
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men, toward a helpless and unoffending agriculturist--toward a 
village magistrate who had displeased them--toward an American 
Baptist chapel which they charged with being heretical, and 

toward the worshippers in that chapel because they dared to de- 
fend themselves against unprovoked assault. These things support- 
ed by documentary evidence, by official records and by other un- 
impeachable testimony, show how far they had advanced and how 

well they were being handled, how fully they were organized, how 
reckless they were and what terrorism was to be expected toward 
any who should dare to cross their path. It is not to be wondered 
at, that as A Meng and his lieutenants showed their hands that 
eventful week, the people in the villages round about began to 
stand aghast, to tremble before the old neighborhood desperadoes 
who now claimed a foreign protection, and was the more dangerous 
on that account, nor is it strange that rowdies who had their 

own purposes to gain, should now flock to his standard, and ask 

to be enrolled by hundreds, or even that some more respectable 
people overawed by his power, should have given in an adhesion to 
aman who could capture and punish a magistrate at will. 


The First Victim of Tan A Meng's Gang. 


His name is Li A Iam « He is an agriculturist, and 
it sc happens that he is a member of the Baptist church. On the 
16th day of the lst. moon (Feb. 28, 1896) he was leading his 
buffalo along the usual path, when the animal turned his head and 
snatched a leaf of sugar-cane, A boy who saw it ran and told 
Li Chin Hons, the owner of the cane, and one of A Meng's 
newly enrolled adherents, The man at once changed the form of 
the charge and declared that Li A Iam himself was detected break- 
ing off and eating the cane stalks. The custom in that region 
is to have a sort of field police, persons appointed to prevent 
pilfering. The charge against A Iam was laid before them. But 
it was found that A Iam had not the teeth with which to chew the 
cane, so the charge was reduced back to a complaint against the 
buffalo, as given above. The field police declared that no real 
harm had been done, and that if a man were to be held liable for 
such occasional snatches of a passing animal, no one could keep 
buffaloes at all. So the case was dismissed. 

But now the owner of the cane patch Li Chin Hong and 
Li AO | one of A Meng’s chief lieutenants, said if the 
field police would not take up the matter, they would do so on 
their own account, and Ti Ngiap already named came in as a sort 
of umpire. Various demands were made of A Iam for damages, first 
$200, then $100, and -finally‘after much ‘remonstrance And thé in- 
terventioneof other parties it was brought down to $12. besides 
the expense of a puppet-show by way of humiliation. Unjust and 
extortionate as even this modified demand was, especially after 
the field police had exculpated him, A Iam was advised by his 
friends to submit to it and avoid further trouble with so power- 
ful and unscrupulous an organization. This was done at once, and 
A Iam was thankful to have it over with. The money was paid over 
on the 19th. of the lst. moon (March 2nd.) The puppet-show was 
appointed for March 3rd. 
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A Meng coerces a Mandarin, 


While his subordinates were finishing the above case, A Meng 
himself was closing in upon higher game. The case came to a head 
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head on the 18th. of the lst. moon, (Sunday March lst.) just one 
day after the other. The local magistrate of the Market-town of 
Niau A Hi had in the management of a case which concern- 
ed one of A Meng's new recruits, given offense to A Meng himself. 
Accordingly the latter sent in an ultimatum involving the payment 
of a sum of money, and a thorough humiliation in the shape of a 
public penalty of 2,000 fire-crackers. He also fixed an immediate 
time limit, with an increase of the fine if the limit were exceed- 
ed. As the magistrate did not respond a force of some sixty or 
seventy men with A Meng in command raided his office. The magis- 
trate made good his escape, by running from his office, but his 
son was seized and held as a hostage. There being apparently no 
alternative the magistrate had to engage the services of some 
mediators and negotiate with A Meng terms of reconciliation. 
These included the payment of money and the penalty of fire-crack- 
ers, aS said above, and the magistrate was compelled to accede 
to them, | 

These facts are fully set forth in two official statements, 


one by the humiliated magistrate himself, the Ti-pao of 
Niau A Hi also known as O A Market, and the other by the Ti-pao 
of Au-khe A Meng's own village near by, whc was cog- 


nizant of the whole affair. These statements are found in the. 
records of the Chao-yang Magistrate of an examination into the 
history of A Meng held at Kho-khoi on the 5th. day of the 2nd. 
moon (March 18.) 


A Meng threatens the Baptist Christians. 


The Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday that 
followed the memorable Sunday that witnessed the humiliation of 
the village magistrate were to A Meng and his lieutenants days 
of great exultation. He had achieved a wonderful triumph. He 
was now the greatest man in all that region. Good men were appre- 
hensive but not one dared speak out. Other names were added to 
A Meng's register, how many is not definitely known, but it was 
said that he could command the help of a thousand men. He was 
called "King Meng". (Meng Uang) Every one talked of A Meng and 
his sudden rise to power. Every one was discussing the things 
he was then doing, and conjecturing the things he might be doing. 
Tuesday was the day fixed for A Iam's puppet show humiliation in 
one village and also for the fire-cracker humiliation of the mag- 
istrate in another village. It soon became known what was to be 
the next object of their attentions. <A Meng had said in public 
that he had finished up one case, referring to the magistrate, 
and now he must take up another. That there might be no mistake 
about his intentions he proclaimed, "U Thien Chu ka, mai Ia-so ka" 
"Where there is Lord of Heaven teaching there can be no Jesus 
teaching". This could have reference to none cther than our 
Baptist work in the same village where A Meng had just opened, 
as was said by themselves, a Roman Catholic temple. Neighbors 
friendly to our people hastened to give them warning of a coming 
storm, which would certainly soon be down on them, as A Meng was 
reckless and had matured a plot of some kind. 


The Baptist Christians send out for protection. 
They were thoroughly frightened. But what could they do? 
Their own magistrate had just been beaten in the contest. If he 
could not protect himself how coulf he protect them? And besides 
A Meng was now boasting of exploits at Pho-leng and Mi-o. | 
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Mi-o. Whether true or not people did not know, but they did not 
hear them contradicted. No small local magistrate could stand 
against A Meng and such a band as he was organizing. The District 
Magistrate was very slow of movement. Before he could be induced 
to act mischief might befall them, and the threat made about 
pulling down the chapel might be carried out. They decided to 
hurry off a messenger to Swatow to beg for help. The matter was 
laid before Mr. Streich, the U.S. Consular Agent. He acted with- 
out delay. He sent a dispatch to the Chao-yang District Magis- 
trate; informing him of the impending disturbance, and asking 
that he immediately send from his yamen such force and authority 
as would be sufficient to maintain order, and protect persons and 
property. In addition to this Mr. Streich telegraphed to the 
Taotai at Chao-chau-fu, asking him to hasten the action of his 
subordinate. The dispatch was sent to the Chag-yang Magistrate 
on Thursday and reached him in ample time for him to have sent 

a preventive force to maintain order that same day, but nothing 
waa done, nor was anything done the next day Friday. Had the 
Magistrate been prompt, and had somebody been sent, the attack on 
the chapel Friday night, with all the subsequent troubles might 
have been avoided. 


Attack on the Baptist Chapel and Capture of A Meng. 


This brings us to the night of Friday March, 6 (28rd. of lst. 
moon). all in the same week's time with the extortion practiced 
on A Iam, and the humiliation of the village magistrate. The 
events of the night are separated into two parts. 

In the early evening there came to the Baptist orisnvet three 
pe#sons, Tan A Meng Li AO and Li Chin Hong 

- it was the evening for the regular meeting of the 
church, and consequently there were quite a number of our people 
present, between ten and twenty. Coming in A Meng and his com- 
rades broke out into much violent and abusive speech, They reit- 
erated the statement already madé so-public, that where there was 
a Roman Cathdlic’ chapel there could be no Jesus chapel. The 
members present were roundly abused for their religious views, 
which were declared to be wholly wreng and unendurable. At 
length they were fiercely asked by A Meng whether they intended 
to submit or not, and were told that if they did not, they would 
scon find out what would happen, The members expostulated mildly, 
for they were afraid to provoke the wrath of this arrogant bully 
and his gang. The three then went away, but with dire threats 
of somethings that was coming. Our people concluded that they 
would be returning soon, and so they determined to prepare for 
the defence of themselves and their property as best they could. 
The chapel stands just outside of the village, while the members 
have their homes inside the village enclosure. They expected 
that an attack would be made, but whether on the chapel or on 
their homes they could not tell. So they arranged to be on the 
watch, part of them at the chapel and part in their own quarter 
of the village. If the attack should come on the chapel, those 
who could be spared to come out to their aid, if on the homes 
inside, those who could be spared from the chapel were to go to 
their aid. And so the néght began to wear anxiously away. 

At midnight, fully as they thought, there were heard the 
vcices and noises of a company of men at the main door of the 

yr cag chapel. They began punching away at the tiles of the 
| banging away at the door and Reending admittance, 
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weapons of defense and stood for their own protection. Tere was 
a struggle in the very doorway of the chapel, those outside seek- 
ing to force their way in, and those inside battering away at 
their assailants to keep them out. For a few minutes it was a 
hard fight. Many blows were given and taken in the dark, and 
some pistol shots were exchanged, and some wounds inflicted on 
both sides as afterwards appeared. At the height of the strugsle 
in the doorway, one of the assailants in the very front, was 
struck a blow over the head which knocked him down and made a 
gash which was its own witness to the Magistrate three weeks 
afterwards. The man was stunned and so was captured as his com- 
rades fell back, having met most probably a much more determined 
resistance than they had counted on. When the captured man was 
brought in, and a light brought, it was found to the surprise of 
all and their dismay as well, that it was none other than A Meng 
himself, What to do with him was now the question. Had it not 
been for fear of his vindictiveness and the further fear that he 
might disappear, and then his confederates come and demand his 
person, and if he were not produced accuse the people of having 
made way with him they would have been ready to let him go and be 
done with him. But they judged rightly too, that this would not 
be safe. The proper way was to refer him and the whole matter to 
the Magistrate. But could they themselves take him to the Yamen? 
Noi For he would have been rescued out of their hands before they 
could get a mile away. They decided to hold him and send word 
to the Magistrate to come and take delivery. As the chapel out- 
side the village was no place in which to stand a siege, they 
transferred him quickly as they could, and before day, to their 
part: of the village which was close at hand, where they could 


guard him better until the officers cculd come and take charge of 
him. 


Information at once sent to Officials. 


As soon as it was known that the attack was begun on the 
chapel, a messenger from those in the village #urried off to the 
Yamen of the Hapsua Magistrate six miles distant to 
implore help. He reached there about three o'clock Saturday 
morning. He was refused admission, and was berated for disturb- 
ing them at such an unseemly hour. This was at the office of 
the civil magistrate. The military officer received him kindly, 
but declined to act without a warrant, though he gave the messen- 
ger his card, which he still has, The messenger then came on to 
the District City of Chao-yang, and lodged the same information 
at the Yamen of the District Magistrate, and made the Q@qme@ request 
for help. While he was here another messenger who had left later 
and come more quickly, by another route, arrived with information 
of the conclusion of the fight and the capture of A Meng, and the 
request to come and take him over was added to the former one, 
Then both messengers came on to Swatow with’ the same intelligence. 
The missionaries lost no time in laying the facts before the 
Consul, who in turn laid them before the authorities together 
with a request to take charge of A Meng, examine into the case 
and render judgment and take such other measures as might be 
necessary for the protection of persons and property. 


Attempt of A Meng's Gang to effect a Rescue. 
The struggle at the chapel had been in the dark, and it 


would seem that A Meng's gang did not miss him at once, or if 
they did, did not know what had become of him, When they found 
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found that he had been captured their fury was great and steps 
were at once taken for his rescue, They rallied in large numbers 
and were ready for the attack on Our people when a messenger from 
the military mandarin Hung Kui Tone appeared with Fong 
Kwei Tong that Mandarin's card, and exhorted them to desist. But 
A Meng's followers paid no attention to the messenger's exhorta- 
ticn, and began an attack and siege on the part of the village in 
which our people lived and in which A Meng was now held a prisoner 
The scene of the attack was a short narrow street, leading from 

an open space in the part of the village occupied by A Mene's ad- 
herents to another open space in the quarter where our people 
lived. It was the object of the assailants to force an entrance 
into this latter space, which being accomplished the prisoner 
would have been easily rescued, and our people would have been at 
their mercy. The assailants planted a small cannon in this street 
and fired it at short range at cur people. <A number of persons 
were struck by the shot with which it was loaded, but fortunately 
the powder used was poor and damp and no serious wounds resulted, 
The assailants also charged repeatedly with firearms and long 
spears. Our people stood to their ground in defense of life and 


‘y .. home and succeeded in holding back their assailants. But it was 


“anly a question of time when they would be worn out and overpower- 
edb Superior and increasing numbers. In a few hours more the 
assaitants would have overcome those opposed to them, and released 
A Meng, and then what slashing and maiming and killing would 

have followed, those may conjecture who know the savagery of such 
mobs as mre Owes and sack the dwellings of those they hate. 


“sarrival of the Authorities. 
hy. 

But shortly after “eon (Saturday Mch.7,lst.moon, 24th.day) 
the yamen people began to asrive, the first to come being five men 
in chairs with various attendants from the District City. A Meng's 
followers were, for the time, stiifar awed by the coming of the 
- Authorities as to desist fron: further attack. 

On the evening of that same day Meng’ s people met ina 
great feast in the ancestral temple, banding themselves together 
to resist the Authorities, to get A Meng’ ut of durance, and to 
destroy his captors and divide their goods among themselves, 

Sixty or more were present. It is to be noted as a most signif- 
icant fact that this feast of conspirators was. “originally planned 
for a date one or two days earlier than the att aek on the chapel. 
It was postponed in the hopes of gaining the a iheston of certain 
others in the village. These however tock the advice of family 
counselors at the District City, and kept out of the affair. ps 
was believed that the money received as fines from —- and 
the local village magistrate went to help pay for the feast 

though of that no one outside could speak with certainty. SS 

The next day a military officer put in an appearance wit» 
about 25 soldiers and the report that 100 more were on the vag, 
The Hap-sua magistrate also came with some subordinates. A Mengts 
followers did not like this. They were expecting to have their © 
Own way with the Baptist Christians, and resented interference. 
When the soldiers after the custom usual in such cases went to 
find quarters at the ancestral temple, A Meng’s gang refused them, 
and drove them off with hoots and yells. The soldiers then came 
and asked permission to s#&y in the Baptist chapel, which was 
cordially granted. It may here be said in advance that, when a 
day or two later, a hundred more soldiers arrived, they made A 
similar application to A Meng’s followers and met a 
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a similar refusal, and so too when another fifty came on March 14, 
This shows the strength and assurance of A Meng's gang and the 
spirit that animated them, | 

In the meanwhile they sent for the Chinese priest. Ch'in Chin 
Siu, a friend of A Meng, who appeared on the scene Monday Mch,.9 
(lst.moon 26th.) and began to manipulate affairs. It was immed- 
iately after his arrival that the systematic pillaging of the 
fields of our people began, of which more hereafter. 

Our people now seeing the desperate spirit of A Menr's 
followers, and their continued aggressiveness, in spite of the 
arrival of the Authorities and fearing a renewal of the attack, 
proceeded, on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week, March 10 & ll, 
to barricade the street in which the attack had been made upon 


them, and also the other minor approaches to their quarter of the 
village. 


Further Outrages by A Meng’s Gang, 


Though the presence of a hundred soldiers and the announce- 
ment that some two hundred more would soon be on their way, had 
a somewhat restraining influence on A Meng's followers, yet it 
did not suppress’ them nor disperse them nor break up their organ- 
ization. They were open and violent in their threats of what 
they would do as soon as the soldiers were out of the way, they 
would not always be there. They also made dire threats in case 
A Meng should be delivered to the Authorities. In evidence that 
this was not mere idle talk, they began to erect a fighting tower 
overlooking the houses of our people. From this they could fire 
down into their court yards and kill them off as they chose. At 
the same time they began the systematic plundering of the fields 
already referred to, cutting and carrying off the sugar-cane 
digging up potatoes and carrying off other vegetables. This they 
did not at night only, but in broad daylight as well, and right 
under the eyes of the District Magistrate himself and several 
other officials when these had arrived on the scene. Mr. McKibben 
who reached Kho-khoi on the same day with the District Magistrate, 
March 12th. (29th.of lst.moon) and six days after the capture of 
A Meng himself saw all this going on, and called the Magistrate 
to note the plundering of the fields and the rising of the fight- 
ing tower above the tops of the houses right before his eyes, in 
contempt of his orders and in disregard of his soldiers one hun- 
dred or more strong. The Magistrate replied that he knew it all 
but he was not yet strong encugh to act, but when he was he would 
stop it. Meanwhile he could only tell them to keep account of ° 
the pillaging, and bring in a statement by and by. The leaders 
in the tower-building were certainly known to be, and the leaders 
in the pillaging were believed to be, Li AO Li Chin Hong 

Li Sam Hi and Li A Thah all of them 
lieutenants of A Meng's, and the first two named companions with 
him when he first came to the chapel on the evening of Friday 
March 6th. These men gave another ratification feast two days 
after the arrival of the District Magistrate, at which in defiance 
of him some thirty or more pledged themselves to stand by their 
leader A Meng, and get him out some way or other at all hazards, 

In view of these facts, and feeling convinced that there 
could be no peace or security so long as this ruffianly spirit 
remained unchecked, the American missionaries felt compelled to 
Make a still further call on the Authorities to apprehend and 
examine these leaders, whose names were now sent in, and to deal 
with them according to law and equity, and to afford such further 
protection to persons and property connected with the Baptist mis- 
Sion as the case required, The subsequent offenses of these men 
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men were really but a part and an outcome of their original 
offence, the attack on the chapel, and therefore practically one 
and the same piece of criminality committed by the same criminals, 
in part. 


The Whole Case a very Simple One. 


It is easy to see what it was, and what it was not. It con- 
sisted of two parts in consecutive order, 

1. Amidnight attack was made by a band of ruffians on the 
American Baptist chapel at Kho-khoi. The leader of the attack 
Tan A Meng, who proved to be an old offender against law and order 
was captured in the act and held a prisoner. The American miss- 
ionaries relying on treaty rights for themselves and theirs, | 
applied to the Chinese Authorities through their Consul to take 
delivery of the culprit, and deal with his case, according to law 
and equity, and to furnish security for persons and property. 

2. After the capture of Tan A Meng (Ch'in A Meng) the fields 
of those who attended the chapel that had been attacked, were 
raided and pillaged day after day. At the same time a fighting 
tower was erected by the confederates of A Meng for the purpose 
of outrage and murderous assault on the members of that same 
Baptist chapel and for the same purpose of revenge. Among those 
known to be concerned in these things were certain persons named, 
Li A O(Li A Au) Li Chin Hong (Li Chin Feng) Li Sam Hi (Li San Erh) 
and Li A Thah(Li A Tret). On getting abundant evidence of this 
the American missionaries asked that these confederates be appre- 
hended and dealt with according to law, that restitution be made 
and such other measures be taken by the Authorities as might be 
necessary for the protection of persons and property. 

This also makes plain what the case was not. It was not a 
case against A Meng as a Roman Catholic, but against A Meng as a 
ruffian and a robber, who attacked our chapel at midnight. It was 
not a case against the confederates of A Meng as Roman Catholics 
or as Confucianists or Buddhists or religicnists of any sort, but 
against them as assailants and pillagers. In fact some of those 
confederates were not Roman Catholics at all, at the time the 
first outrages were committed, though it is most likely that a 
number of them have been hurried into that communion since, 

And yet with a case so plain the whole procedure has lagred 
and justice has been trifled with. There were the complaints 
explicitly stated, there were the witnesses ready to be question- 
ed and cross-questioned, there were the things still going on 

before the Magistrate's own eyes, there was the testimony of Mr. 
McKibben an eye-witness of much that was taking place, there was 
the midnight assailant already caught, there were his confederates 
within two minutes walk, there was a force of from one to two 
hundred soldiers at hand, there the two village magistrates bear- 
ing their testimony to the villanous reputation of A Meng in the 
past, and to his treasonable crime of only a few days before; and 
yet the District Magistrate did not take over A Meng till eighteen 
© after his capture, nor has he since made any attempt to arrest 
: those engaged in pillaging right under his own eyes. Not but that 
for himself, he would have been willing to take action, for there 
was a reward out on the part of the authorities for the capture 
of A Meng, but a fear of somebody and a dread of some sort, par- 
alyzed his nerve, and has made him stand irresolute and shrink- 
ing and shirking responsibility for now more than six weeks since 
he took this matter in hand. The cause of all this becomes now 
amatter for inquiry. Who and what is it that interferes in this 
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this case with the administration of justice. 
A Chinese Priest appears on the Scene, 


This was the man Tan Keng Siu | already mentioned, 
and evidently a consulting attorney for A Meng and his confeder- 
ates. He had been hastily sent for and was eagerly expected, as 
is plain from the fact that on Monday March 9th. (26th.of lst. 
moon) a company of some forty or fifty went to the next market- 
town of Niau A Hi to meet him and escort him to Kho-khol, 
He came in a chair borne by three men and with great ostentation. 
A salute of three guns was fired on his first reception, and anothe 
er on his arrival at Kho-khoi, and there were also thirteen stroke 
of the gong, the mark of a high official. When his chair was put 
down the followers of A Meng, or many of them, knelt down in the 
dirt of the street and paid him homage. 

Shortly after his arrival at Kho-khoi the priest sent his 
card over to the magistrate who was quartered at the Baptist 
chapel (the local mandarin from Hap-sua village). This magistrate 
did not know the name on the card, but in view of the style of 
reception, and especially the thirteen strokes of the gong, he 
concluded that perhaps a Consul had arrived, and he hurried over 
to the priest’s quarters. He was surprised at what he met. It 
was only a native priestg who at once demanded the release of A 
Meng. The magistrate replied that this was not in his power, and 
he declined to do it. He returned to his own quarters with ill- 
concealed disgust, and saying that the priest had not even the 
good manners to rise when he went in. 

Having failed in his demand for the immediate release of 
A Meng, the Chinese priest hurried off to Swatow no doubt to fore- 
stall the action of the American missionaries at their consulate, 
by trying to discredit them in the eyes of their own Consul and 
representing their statements as but a concoction of lies. He 
took along with him the story gotten up by A Meng's confederates, 
It was to the effect that A Meng was forcibly abducted from their 
very midst in the early morning of March 7th. (24th. of lst. moon) 
and that the motive for this was the desire to injure the Catholic 
and to take revenge on some of their number. It cannot be found 
that at first any details were given. These had not yet been 
decided on. But this robber version of the story such as it was, 
with the motive assigned, were accepted by the French priest, and 
by him in turn sent to the bishop at Canton, who would appear to 
have still further accepted it and adopted it as a correct state- 
ment of the facts in the case. | 

The Chinese priest was in Swatow on the 12th. of March, and 
back in Kho-khoi on the following day the 13th. By this time 
the Chao#yang Magistrate had arrived. With much ostentation and 
display and with enough of A Meng's gang and the rabble to fill 
up the Baptist chapel and the dooryard in front, the priest went 
to call on the Magistrate and again demanded the release of A Meng. 
From beginning to end his perpetual refrain was “Release A Meng! 
Release A Meng3" He had no difficulty in leaving the impression & 
that he was representing some powerful foreign backing, as appear- 
ed from the Magistrate's own statement to Mr. McKibben afterwards. 
This gave emphasis to his demand "Release A Meng". If A Meng were 
released all would be well, but if not there would be trouble. He 
kept reiterating that A Meng was a Roman Catholic; that he had 
been baptized; that he belonged to them; that he was a good man 
and must be rel The Magistrate was angered at his insolent 
manner and his pretentious demands, and told him-curtly that he 
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could not have A Meng. At the same time it was evident that he 
was considerably disturbed by the suggestion of some higher power 
behind the Chinese priest, as came out plainly in subsequent 
talks of the Magistrate himself with Mr. McKibben, 

The moral effect on A Meng's adherents of these two visits 
of the Chinese priest is interesting matter of study. It would 
have been appropriate for him, as professing to be a minister of 
a gospel of peace, to seek to move them to peaceable feelings and 
orderly conduct, but if he did make any attempt in that direction 
he most miserably failed. On the contrary instead of behaving 
themselves like sheep of the flock, they acted more than ever 
like ravening wolves. It is an unfortunate synchronism that on 
the day after his first arrival, these newly made converts began 
plundering the fields of their Baptist neighbors, which course 
they kept up for days, and that after his second visit they hurried 
up the completion of their fighting tower, Further they became 
still more defiant toward their own magistrates. We do not here 
say whether they had sufficient reason for it or not, we only 
state the fact, that they based their conduct on their confidence 
that they would be backed up by their priests, both native and 
foreign, both here and at Canton, 

Evidences of this confidence are seen in their behavior 
toward the Magistrate, when on Sunday March 8th. (25th.of ‘Iste 
moon), he went to their part of the village to make his tour of 
inspection. They crowded around his chair clamoring loudly "Re- 
lease A Meng! Release A Menge". And because he would not promise 
to do so,they jostled his chair, as if to upset it; they shook 
their fists at him; they called him abusive names; they tore the 
long gown off the back of one of his secretaries,and sent the 
whole retinue on the run out of the village. Mr. McKibben who 
was still in the village at the time saw the humiliated and dis- 
comfited company, as they hurried back tc their quarters in the 
Baptist chapel. 

Again only a few days later, to some orders he had issued 
to Li AO and others, the Magistrate received this reply; "Tan 
Keng Siu, (the Chinese priest) must decide. Even though we may 
be willing to listen to the Magistrate, we fear that Tan Keng Siu 
may not be willing". | 

Their audacity seems incomprehensible, but it must be remem- 
bered that aside from their suddenly swelled numbers which gave 
them confidence, they had previously been well indoctrinated by 
A Meng ‘and Ti Ngiap into the belief that the support of the priest 
and of ecclesiastics of higher rank, would be given in case of an 
emergency, and therefore they need stand in fear of no mandarin, 
That a sentiment of this kind had been diffused throughout the 
community is beyond question, and can easily be verified by a 
careful and impartial investigation. Again we say we are not 
here asserting that they had sufficient ground for their confi- 
dence, we are simply stating the fact that such a feeling of 
confidence did exist, and was a potent factor in the case. 


A French Priest interposes to help A Meng. 


The Chinese priest Tan Keng Siu sent his version of events 
to his superior the French priest Pere Serdet, who seems to have 
adopted it as his own. He lost no time in coming forward to claim 
A Meng as a member of his own flock, and to throw over him the 
Shield of priestly protection, and to call for his Sem=-#ée release, 
His initial step was to address to various officials, the Ameri- 
can Consular Agent among them, letters, in which he took the 

side of A Meng in full, to the disparagement of all who complained 
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complained against him. He asked the American Consular Agent, 

who was sending in a despatch in behalf of the American mission- 
aries, to allow him to avail himself of the opportunity of getting 
in to the Magistrate along with it, a letter of his own, thinking 
it may be that coming in this way it might appear to the Magistraté 
to be a sort of semi-official offset to the despatch which it 
accompanied. What this letter of the priest's contained we can 
only infer from the Magistrate's reply a copy of which has been 
furnished us from the yamen records, But it is quite certain 

that the release of A Meng was represented as most essential, and 
that without any of the prerequisites of a judicial inquiry, and 


with only the guarantees of the priest for the future good conduct 
of this notorious law-breaker,. 


Interview of the American Missionaries with the French 
Priest. : 


At the request of the French priest Pere Serdet conveyed 
through the American Consular Ageng Mr. Ashmore met the former at 
the American Consular: Agency, on Monday March 16th. In an inter- 
view of about an hour's duration, Pere Serdet admitted A Meng's 
previous bad record, but claimed that he had reformed and joined 
the church, and was now a good man, and these charges that had 
been made against him could not be true. He stoutly maintained 
that the story of A Meng's assault on the Baptist Chapel and his 
capture in that assault as given by our people was untrue, and 
that on the contrary he was captured on the Roman Catholic prem- 
ises. He claimed that the trcuble arose simply from a dispute 
about doctrines, and again that it originated in the desire of A 
Iam for revenge on account of an unjust penalty recently imposed 
on him, as already related, which he (the priest) admitted to 
have been unduly severe. He said that there was but one Roman 
Catholic church member at Kho-khoi, though there were a number 
of catechumens. When urged to so in to Kho-khoi and see for 
himself how things were he objected that it would appear as if he 
wished to exert an unfair influence. He also blamed us fcr 
having taken the case to the magistrates at all, instead of going 
to him and settling it among ourselves. He was met with the 
reply that it properly belonged to the magistrates, that it was 
a civil case against A Meng as a midnight robber, and not against 
A Meng as a Roman Catholic; that it made no difference whether he 
belonged to a church or not; church-member or no church-member he 
was amenable to the laws. To all of this the gist of the priest's 
reply was, that the thing to do now, was to release A Meng, and 
that if he were held or given over to the authorities more serious 
trouble would follow, and it would make a big affair of it. He 
further said that if A Meng ever made any trouble in the future, 
he himself would seize and hand him over to the authorities. To 
this the reply was made that he (the priest) had no such power 
nor authority, and that any guarantee that he would be able to 
give would not be sufficiently reliable. 

No stress was laid on the alleged capture of A Meng in the 
Roman Catholic premises, except as it bore on the question of his 
release. No demand was made for the punishment of what, if true, 
would have been a gross outrage on the part of our people. 

On leaving the Consulate premises where he had been somewhat 
detained Mr. Ashmore met Mr. McKibben just in from Kho-khoi, and 
hoping to see the French priest and give him the evidence of an 
eye witness, both turned back to the Consulate and Mr, McKibben 
reported to the Consular Agent what he had seen at Kho-khoi, and 


then by the Consul's advice they both went together to see the 
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the priest at St. Joseph's Mission in Swatow, whither he had re- 
turned. Mr. McKibben related to him what he had seen at Kho-khoi, 
of the lawless conduct of A Meng’s followers (A Meng himself being 
still a prisoner) of the fighting tower erected by them, of their 
insolent treatment of the Chao-yang Macistrate on the day before, 
Sunday March 15th., about the seizure of the "ti-psxo" of the” 
neighboring market town, on the lst.of March, and before the 
attack on our chapel etc.etc. <A Chinaman present from Kho-khoi, 
and presumably one of A Meng's adherents explained to the priest 
that the tower was merely for observation, that far from insulting 
the Chao-yang Magistrate the crowd had knelt in the dirt and 
implored him to release A Meng, that the "ti-pao" had been taken 
in hand because he had wronged one of the Roman Catholic adherents 

Here too the priest said as in the earlier interview at the 
Consulate that A Meng ought to be released, that if he were handed 
over it would make a much more serious affair of it and he feared 
there would be fighting. Further that if in the future A Meng 
should make trouble he himself would seize and and hand him over. 
Great stress was laid on letting him go for this once. An influ- 
ential Catholic from Huapheng village present during most of this 
interview urged that we settle the matter without further trouble. 
The attitude of the priest was unmistakable, the unconditional 
release of A Meng on his (the priest's) desire and his personal 
guarantee for the future, with a smoothing over of the whole 
affair. 

How could we on our side consent to the turning loose again 
on our people and the community, of an outlaw who had terrorized 
his neighborhood and defied the magistrates? How could we coun- 
tenance a course that would have proclaimed to the world the 
doctrine that a criminal might pursue his lawless course with 
impunity, if only he should shelter himself under the name of the 
Roman Catholic church? We had good reason to expect a stubborn 
contest, but there was no other course open to us than to accept 
it, confident of the approval of all right thinking people. 


Thrice Repeated Failure to Come to a Heariner. 


On Apr.7th. the American missionaries received through Consul 
Streich a request from the French priests, for an examination 
of witnesses in the Consul's presence, Three members of the 
Baptist church at Kho-khoi were named by the priests as persons 
whom they wished to have come for an examination. To this request 
while expecting little practical result from it, the American 
missionaries consented, and without delay sent for the three 
persons named. At the same time they learned that the priests 
PP, Serdet and Merel had just gone in to Kho-khoi to make investi- 
gation, expecting to be abck again at the end of the week, in 
time for the proposed examination on Saturday. Already on the day 
before the appointed time the three witnesses on our side were 
on hand, but a pote from the Consul disclosed the fact that the 
priests who had returned from Kho-khoi, and professed to have 
abundant testimony on their side of the case, no longer wished 
the examination which they had themselves proposed... However when 
the Consul suggested the propriety of an examination of the case 
before the Chao-yang Magistrate as the proper official, they gave 
their assent. 

On Tuesday April l14th.the American missionaries were informed 
by the Kho-khoi school-master,who had been detained at the Chao- 
yang yamen, as sort of offset on our side to A Meng on the other, 
that Wednesday the 15th. had been set by the Magistrate for a 
hearing of the case. Accordingly Messrs McKibben and Ashmore Jr. 
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Ashmore Jr. went in on that day, to Chao-yang to be present and 
observe the conduct of the examination, taking with them the 
Consul's Streich'’s card. Arrived at the Yamen, they learned that 
while the witnesses on their side had responded to the Magistrate's 
summons, and were on hand and ready for examination, those on A 
Meng*’s side had not appeared and therefore the hearing would have 
to be postponed. 

Having however come to the yamen, the missionaries thought 
it only courteous and proper that they pay a call to the Magistrate 
In the brief interview they had, they learned pretty well his 
attitude in the affair. As to A Meng he said that aside from 
our complaint against him, a former magistrate had charges and 
had offered a reward for his arrest, and for that reason he must 
hola him until he received instructions from the higher Authori- 
ties. As to the other members of A Meng's gang, the confederates 
concerned with him in the attack on our chapel, and in the pillag- 
ing of our people, since the capture of A Meng, he would do what 
was just and impartial, but the difficulty was we said and wanted 
one thing and the other side and wanted another thing, and he 
feared if he rendered a decision which displeased either party, 
that party would make him trouble. We reminded him that he had 
spent half a month at Kho-khoi, and was in a position to judge 
for himself as to the truthfulness of the statements on the two 
sides. When asked about security for our people in the future 
he could give no assurance, 

Before the missionaries left the Magistrate set another day, 
Friday Apr. the 17th.for the hearing of the case, and said he 
would inform the French priests and their witnesses, He at the 
same time assured the missionaries that it would be quite unnecesse 
ary for them to come in again. He would be fair and impartial 
whether they came in or not. It would make no difference on that 
score. But he feared that if they came their ears might be off- 
ended by insulting language. He received the reply that the 
missionaries were not afraid of that;he himself would be there. 

On Friday Messrs McKibben and Ashmore again went to Chao-yang 
having failed to receive a message sent from the yamen of another 
postponement. They again saw the Magistrate and desired to know 
when the hearing would take place. He could not tell, but prom- 
ised to give them three days notice of the day that should be set, 
He also had produced a letter sent in from Kho-khoi with’the card 
of a Chinese Roman Catholic, Li Liang Min to one of the yamen 
funderlings, which letter said that the French priest P,. Merel had 
referred the matter to Canton, and they must await his reply 
before they would be ready to come. This was their response to 
the Magistrate's official summons by his constables. 

The missionaries now requested that the Kho-khoi school 
teacher, Li Tek Iong who had been at the yamen since March 24th, 
awaiting a hearing of the case, be allowed to return to his home 
and his duties, and they were ready to guarantee his presence at 
the yamen when he should be wanted. The Magistrate replied that 
he could not allow him to go lest he be accused of partiality in 
releasing our man while holding A Meng! 2 

Nothing remained for the missionaries except to return home 
and report the state of affairs to their Consular representatives. 


We no go back a little to, = 
The Visit of the Priests(French) to Kho-khol. 


They went to survey the situation for themselves, to follow 
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follow up the native priest and as their subsequent action shows 
do what they could to bring about the release of A Meng. They 
were there April 7th.8th. & 9th. (25th.26th. & 27th. of 2nd.moon). 
Their coming was attended with some sort of consolidation of the 
uncertain religious elements among A Meng’s followers, At the 
beginning of the trouble there was only one Roman Catholic church- 
member in the whole place, the man Li Ti Ngiap, with a few catec- 
humens. We have the word of Pere Serdet for this statement. A 
Meng's heavy enlistment of followers had therefore been anong 
people who were not Roman Catholic at all. It is known that he 
and Ti Ngiap had depicted in glowing colors the secular advantages 
that would ensue from connection with the Roman Catholic church, 
and had produced quite an impression. But some were ready and 
some were not. In those earlier stages some papers had been 
distributed bearing the motto, "Sia Sin kuang chie" "Holy Spirit 
enlighten". These were to be put up over the door, and were un- 
derstood to have the force of a Roman Catholic protection paper. 
Some of A Meng's followers were afraid that their household idols 
would take offense at this, and removed them but had them ready 
for use in case of an unforeseen emergency. 

It is not therefore surprising to learn, that when the priest 
got to Kho-khoi there was a great awakening of religious interest, 
and that some hundreds of names should be ready for enrollment if 
the way were clear. How many were actually received we do not 
know. But the priests on their return to Swatow stated with 
manifest satisfaction, that they had more converts at Kho-khoi 
than the Protestants had, 

While there they wished to make some inquiry about the char- 
acter of A Meng, and so were taken by one of his confederates to 
an Old patron of A Meng in his own village of Au-khe,. This patron 
had been a backer of A Meng in his lawless operations of other 
days, a sort of receiver of stolen goods, to borrow a comparison. 
He of course gave A Meng a good character and said he had been 
slandered by those who said otherwise. This so far satisfied the 
priests that, so far as we have been able to learn, they did not 
think it worth the while to pursue their inquiry further. On the 
contrary they returne’ to Swatow, more fully convinced than ever 
that the whole affair was a “put up job" on the part of the Prot- 
estants for the purpose of injuring the Catholics whose growing 
numbers were alleged to be a source of jealousy. 


Course pursued by Chinese Authorities, 
in consequence of 
The Intermeddling of the Priests. 


As already stated the case of the American missionaries 
against A Meng, the midnight assailant of their chapel, was very 
simple, and ought to have been disposed of at once, But it was 
not disposed of, and the reason why, has already become apparent. 
It was the intermeddling of the priests, who have obstructed the 
course of justice from first to last. 

The Chinese Authorities found themselves confronting two 
Obstacles, which ultimately however combined into one. 

First; There was the power of A Meng’s lawless organized 
gang, composed of professed Catholics. They were strong and 
numerous and it was not known how far they would venture in behalf 
of their chief. Still soldiers enough could, in a little time, 
‘be gotten together to overcome any difficulty in that direction, 
But, 

Second; And of far geater weight with them, as has been 


16 


been evident beyond a question, from the beginning, and as has 
already appeared in this account, was the dread of the power of 
the priests, believed to be backed up by the Bishop and the whole 
French Government. Not the District Magistrate alone felt this 
dread, but his superior the Taotai as well, as appears from the 
telegram already referred to, asking for the excommunication of 
A Meng. The effects of this official dread have appeared in the 
slighting of the case of the American missionaries, 

In order to avoid facinzs the issue and to escape all respons- 
ibility in the American case submitted to them for adjudication 
the Chinese Authorities, 

1. Assumed that the whole affair was merely a quarrel be- 
tween two rival bodies of religionists about doctrines, and was to 
be settled by a conference of the missionaries on the two sides, 
the Chfnese Magistrate apparently occupying the position of a 
neutral outsider, or at the most acting as a sort of mediator 
between two contending parties. The priests too were quite will- 
ing, nay anxious to have this view prevail, and on their part 
claimed that it was only a dispute about doctrine, in which both 
sides were to blame. The American misstonaries have firmly and 
consistently, from the outset denied that it was, in any true 
sense, a religious quarrel, and only as the intervention of the 
priests in behalf of the outlaw A Meng and his confederates, on 
the ground that they professed to be Catholics, may have given 
it that color. Right here is a square issue between the two 
parties. 

2e In the carrying out of their purposes to avoid all danger 
of international complications, and to steer clear of all embarr- 
assments from either side, they are treating both plaintiff and 
defendant as nearly alike as possible. They know beyond all 
question where the truth lies, but in érder not to give offense 
to those whom they fear, they choose to represent that it is six 
of one and half a dozen of the other, that both sides are respons- 
ible, both sides are. guilty of disturbance of the peace. And so 
when the criminal A Meng was taken over at our request, they said 
they must take some one along from among our people, in order to 
even things up, or else the other side weuld complain of partial- 
ity. The same thing is noticeable in their official correspon- 
dence. This shirking of their responsibility to face the question 
we may justly complain of; this unfairness toward the plaintiff 
we protest against; this pretended inability to get at the truth 
stirs our righteous indignation. It is as though a householder 
having his house broken into at midnight, should be fortunate 
enough to succeed in seizing the burglar, and equally with him 
arraigned for having disturbed the quiet of the neighborhood the 
night before. The judge on the bench anxious not to offend | 
influential accomplices of the burglar declares it impossible to 
tell whether the burglar was robbing the householder or the house- 
holder the burglar, and therefore orders a compromise in order to: 
relieve the strain on the mental powers of the court. 


The Chinese Authorities propose a Settlement by the 
Two Parties themselves through Mediators. 


The District Magistrate was exceedingly anxious to have the 
Settlement of the whole question left to the parties themselves 
with the aid of some outside middle-men. In this wish the Taotai 
Shared. By such an arrangement the Magistrate would be relieved 
of the difficulties and responsibilities of a judicial trial and 
decision, and furthermore the onus would be thrown on the party 
that did not fall in with the proposals of the negotiators, 
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negotiators,even though those proposals might be very inadequate 
and even glaringly unjust. 

Something over a month after the beginning of the trouble 
an effort of this kind was made by the District Magistrate. By 
his direction the military officer Ping Meng Hong named some 
sixteen persons from surrounding villages to come together at 
Kho-khoi and try to fix up a settlement. They met April 9th. (2nd 
moon 27th.day), and saw both parties. The two priests from 
Swatow happened to be in the village at the time, having gone 
thither as has already been said to see things for themselves, 

Our people for their part were quite ready to listen to 
anything like fair and reasonable proposals for a settlement of 
those points that immediately concerned themselves, though there 
was one thing, which had already been referred to higher author- 
ities, and which they were not at liberty to determine, 

What now were the proposals submitted by A Meng'’'s party 
through the middle-men ? They demanded three things. 

1. Acknowledgement by our people that they had seized A Meng 
unlawfully and without provocation, 

2. Our people to secure for them or else permit them to 
secure the release of A Meng, 

8. All personal injuries to be compared and the side that 
had suffered the most to be compensated for the excess. 

Such proposals were preposterous; the first was outrageously 
false; the second brazenly presumptuous; and the third superla- 
tively silly. The middle-men who brought them did not attempt 
to justify any of them but only reported them as they were. 

The lesson taught by this feeble and abortive endeavor, was 
to enforce anew the point that a midnight assault on a chapel 
by armed ruffians is not a case for middle-men, but for a fear- 
less and upright tribunal of justice. 
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Shanghal, 29 June, 1896, 
T. R. Jernigan, Esqr., 
U.S. Consul General, 


Dear Sir:- 

, As the subject of an increase in the 
Tariff is now being mooted by the Chinese Government,we beg to 
submit to you a few points regarding our own trade,which we 
trust you will bring to the notice of the Minister of the United 
States for his information when discussing the question with the 
Tsungli Yamen, 

At present the import duty on all 
Kerosine oil is five per cent ad valorem,upon the market value 
of the oil at the time of its arrival in China. Considering 
the cheap and good light is one of the greatest boons to mankind, 
not only as a personal comfory but as the means of increasing the 
hours of labor or study and by illuminating streets and cities, 
preventing accidents, robbery or viclence, any steps tending 
to increase the cost of such necessity of life should be stren- 
uously argued against, in the interest of the Chinese people as 
well as in the interest of the Chinese Government. These consid- 
erations as so apparent that we feel sure Col. Denby will have 
no hesitaticn in opposing any increase of duty on kerosine oil, 
and will also, doubtless, urge the same arguments against any 
increase in the duty on lamps or lampware. 

But it is possible that the necessities 
of China for a larger Customs revenue may be so strong that our 
Minister may be induced to sanction some increase in all duties 
and may not feel justified in excluding oil. In such case we can 
only hope that he will contend for the smallest possible increase 
in such duty. 

As you are well aware,the amount of im- 
port duty only represents a small portion of the taxes now levied 
on foreign imports into China before the goods can reach the 
consumer in the interior. Each province,each city and each dis- 
trict has its special "likin tax",all of which swell up the cost 
of oil until,in some places, a case has to pay 60 cents likin, 
whereas the original likin duty was only 7 cents. 

If only this system of local “squeezes" 
could. be abolished there would,in our opinion,be no objection 
to an increase in the present tariff on imports,and we would 
urge that,under no circumstances, should any increase in the 
tariff be agreed to unless accompanied by material guarantees that 
all likin and other internal taxes become abolished absolutely. 

Should it be decided to agree to a 
change in the tariff, we would ask that kerosine oil from all 
countries be classified for the same specified duty,instead of 
remaining,as it now, amongst the unenumerated goods subject to 
an ad valorem duty. This is very important as regards American 
oil, and we would specially bring it to your attention and to 
the attention of our Minister. 

. The classification should be “per case 
of two tins without a case, containing 10 American gallons of 
65 lbs.net of oil". 


And bulk oil shotld also pay a specific 
duty per 10 gallons; based on the duty for oil packed in cases. 

Another very important point to secure 
is that of stipulating that any value of oil packed in cases 
should be exclusive of the wooded boxes in which the tins are 
Packed, These boxes are only for the better protection of the 
tins,and, although their cost is quite an item still they are 
Of no practical value after use, 

In conclusion we ber to express the 

hope that before arreeing to any change in the tariff the U.S. 
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U.S. Minister will inform us what alterations may be suggested 

in the item of kerosine oil and then allow to again discuss the 

subject. 

We remain,dear Sir, Yours res'pctly, Standard Oil Co.of N.Y. 
Henry Gribble,Agt. 

P.S.It will not be to American interests to oppose any suggested 

increase in the import duty on tin plates. 
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Received, June 18th, 1896, from T.R. Jernigan, Esq., Consul 
| General of the United States at Shanghai, China, Taels Shanghai | 
Sycee Fourteen thousand three hundred and five, (Shang. Sy. Tls. 
14,305) paid to me, the Treasurer of the Eastern Central and 
Western China Missions of the American Baptist Missionary Union, 
as indemnity by China on account of the destruction of the prop- 
erty of the Baptist Missions of the aforesaid American Baptist 
Missionary Union at their several stations in the Province of 
Sz-chuen, China, by Chinese rioters in the Spring of 1895. 
The said amount was paid to Consul General Jernigan by the Shang- 
hai Tadtai, and Consul General Jernigan was authorized by Minister 


Charles Denby to receive and pay the same to the representatives 


of the Baptist Missions named, and I hereby make oath that I, 
Josiah R. Goddard, who sign this receipt, am the legally author- 
ized representative to receive and receipt for the said sum of 
Taels Shanghai Sycee Fourteen thousand three hundred and five, on 
behalf of the said Baptist Mission; and do hereby receive and 
receipt therefor. 

Given under my hand and seal, this the date above written. 

(Signed) J. R. Goddard 
Mission Treasurer. 

Subscribed to before me this Eighteenth day of June, Eighteen 
hundred and ninety six. 
(Signed) John Fowler 


Consul. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Peking, July 22nd, 1896. 
Charles Seymour, Esquire, | 

United States Consul, 
ry Canton. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to confirm on the overleaf your telegram 
of the 2lst instant and my reply of this date. 

The character of certificate required from Chinese other 
than laboring classes wishing to visit the United States is set 
forth in the U.S. Statutes at large, 1883-1885, p. 116. It is 
therein provided that such certificate must be issued by the 
Chinese Goverment. In the case, however, of Dr. Howe, a Chinese 
subject who entered the United States in 1890, this Legation 
pointed out to the Department of State the impracticability of 
securing such certificates from the central government, and the 
Treasury Department, at the suggestion of this Legation, held 
that the certificate of a Taotai properly viseed by a consular 
or diplomatic officer would be sufficient in law to authorize the 
collector of customs to permit the Chinese subject mentioned 
therein to land. This subject is referred to in the Foreign 
Relations of the United States, 1890, p,. 186. 

It is not believed to be the desire of the American Govern- 
ment to unduly facilitate the granting of certificates, The 


instances in which Chinese other than laborers wish to visit the 


United States are not numerous, and in all cases before you affix 


your vise you should thoroughly satisfy yourself that the appli- 


cant is entitled to the certificate. 


You are requested to inform this Legation of al} applications 


; ¢ 1 Re a ea 
: i. is ala $ 
3 “ . - Fs ; - eer Dc te SAD ies <s 
NPL Se aE Mt <8 in TPR rahi eY SHEN EM DOr aaEee ee RG ae PY ge ahi SS Sgiie fe neuincin Getta oe ik Ge ree ERO La a ae Va 
a - ah PME ETD e PUERE Sob SE pile We it eee, feos tee sean eh wien bith 3 athe), e, et rath sap! mola tinge ap rage a ams mp Set paren cm SitiN gr 2g ies oS oie Sy ca Oe peg. ‘ an anita cs OR ae RY SE a Bodin: a: NS ine Cn cinsh Mab oR ai So i Sa aoe DEN Bley ESE EG 
. : “hile. a rte _ Soe ee ee ges witty 5 Prime 7 eee PIs MASE at = nea ee ine at Ra, ie, ’ - ia AS i ates ay Se" Re oF Wane Os Lee oR east mentee he Pa aa, Nem 83 = (ROD pena, 2 Tete SOR ae Ree AS fer mem a w 
NPR PAP EI 00 peg et HE NBT BAAN SET I eB TYP 7 eyes qe ¢ : pesieetee > ; nite ’ . . pays. - 
, ’ a = to . . 
R ¥ Pee oe : ee ee ee ‘ 


PIE AMEE TT! I. i ee late RE Bs os Ri iar eat 


BoE eNO 


ORS: 


er? eat, ee ee ae NOR a POR LSE 


SORE M II RCM REE, 


tat 
TL 


i 


is 


Ste 


ret 


¥ 
& 
re 
‘ 
i 


applications approved by you. 
I am etc. 


(Signed) Charles Denby Jr. 


Telegram received. 

Gaaton. July 2lst, 1896. 
Denby, Peking: 

Pacific mail company urgently 
desires commissioner customs Canton or some taotai 
empowered issue Chinese passenger certificates 
exempt classes as required early reply requested, 


Seymoure 


Telegram sent, 
Peking, July 22nd, 1896. 
Seymour, Canton: 
Prepare certificate according 
to statute ask Taotai sign your vise this suffic- 


ient authority to permit entry. See Foreign Rela- 
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Hon.Charles Denby Jr. 
Charge d'affaires, 
U.S.Legation, 
Peking. 
Sir; 

We are gratified to learn from your favor of the 
8th. of June, that you are satisfied of the truthfulness of our 
representations, and the justice of our case submitted to your 
hands. On that account we shall hope for your full and vigorous 
support until the case is carried cia All that we have asked 
for is the establishment of the truth and the vindication of 
justice. Notwithstanding the opposition of the French Minister 
these things are not too much to call for from the Chinese; and, 
when we consider how the subjects of other nationalities are cared 
for, we are confident that our Department of State will not favor 
American citizens being put off with less. 

We are elad to get from your despatch to Mr. Seymour a sum- 
mary of Mr.Gerard's “contradict ion" of our statement to you. For 
the first time since this case began, have we had some of them 
officially formulated in a way in which we can take hold of them. 
We lose no time in challenging them outright. Mr.Gerard puts 
forward eight specific allegations fot which he now makes himself 


bf 


responsible, 


1. "That Chen A Ming's bad reputation is undeserved", 
2. “That he (Chen A Ming) was seized in the Catholic chapel 


by armed Protestants". 


3. "That no attempt was made to release him by force", 


4. "But a peaceable mission which was sent on the day after 


his capture to discuss the question of his release, was fired. 
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fired upon, and that two men were wounded one of whom has since 
died". 

5. "That no damage was done to the fields of the Protestants" 

6. "That the Protestants have been the aggressors", 

7. "That foreign consular interference has been asserted 
much more strongly on behalf of the Protestant than of the Cathol- 
ic case", 

8. "That notwithstanding which, the local authorities per- 
ceptibly incline to regard the latter as in the right", 

These eight specifications are the substructure on which Mr. 
Gerard builds his decision in the case, but it is a substructure 
of unsupported assertion, and of utter untruth, 

The first assertion is absolutely disproved by official and 
documentary evidence in great abundance, 


The second we deny utterly, and by reason of its supreme im- 


portance we ask you to call upon him for the proof, 

The third is contradicted by official evidence, by documen- 
tary evidence, by circumstantial evidence, and by other reliable 
personal evidence, 

The fourth we deny utterly; there is not a shadow of proof 


of any “peaceable mission" of any kind; but of a fighting errand 


with guns and even a cannon, there is ample proof. 
The fifth we utterly deny. When we consider that both Mr. 
McKibben and the District Magistrate were at Kho-Khoi at the 


time, and were cognizant of the pillaging and "damage" then and 


there going on, those who furnished this assertion to Mr. Gerard 
were brazen in their assurance, But Mr. Gerard has made their 


denial "no damage done" his own, and it is for him to answer, 


The sixth we declare to be untrue. We challenge the so-call- 


ed evidence on which the charge is said to rest. We know where 


the assertion started, and how it was propagated. Let the testi- 
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testimony be heard. Let them state when, where and how, Protes- 
tants began the aggressions; let opportunity be given for cross- 
examination and rebuttal. If Mr. Gerard is correct his statement 
need not fear the test, 

The seventh is only seemingly true, not so in actual fact. 
Their appeals to consular consideration were sent in through 
a diveerent channel. When a Roman Catholic Bishop in Canton be- 
sieges a Consul for four consecutive hours in order to influence 
his action, it will be understood what weight attaches to such 
a statement by Mr. Gerard. 

The eighth we put into the witness box, to show how much the 
local authorities have been overawed by fear of what they call 
"French ascendency" just now. It was intended not to render a 
decision that would bring the French down on them, We have for- 


eign testimony to adduce on this point. In connection with this 


we challenge that decision of the Chaoyang Magistrate made on 
May lst. and 2nd. and shall be glad of an opportunity to point 
out its total evasion of the essential issue, and its ignoble 
subserviency to the fear of the French now dominant in this reg- 
ion, 

Mr. Gerard is not willing to do anything himself. He seems 
determined that nobody else shall do anything, except in accor- 
dance with terms and conditions which he dictates. Against such 
dictation we protest and appeal, 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
(S'g'a) William Ashmore 
Am* Bap’ Mis’ Union 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking, July 24th, 1896. 


Rev. Wm. Ashmore, 

sickens. 
Dear Sir: 

I have received your letters of June 28rd and 24th and 
July 8th. 

If the Secretary of State appoints a commission and the 
French care to appear before it we will have an opportunity to 
call upon them for their evidence. In the meantime there is no 
tribunal before which we can summon them. Mr. Mc Kibben has 
doubtless explained to you the provisional form of settlement 
upon which we arreed, In this settlement the Chinese Government 
concurred and it acquiesced in my demands, 

The fact that your converts who inflicted death and serious 
' wounds upon their assailants go untried is sufficient justifica- 

ticn of their action and a sufficient vindication of your steps 


in their behalf, while the detention in prison of Chan A-Mine is 


rr 


* a sufficient admission of his previous bad character. To ask for 
further punishment of those who have been defeated and repulsed 
in their attack, suffering the loss of one dead, one cripple: 

and one prisoner, would seem to be unnecessary. The authorities 


promise a proclamaticn guaranteeing future peace and the French 


authorities make formal promises that on their side there shall 


be no aggression, 
This case has been referred to Washington with a letter from 


Mr. Mc Kibben to the Honorable Secretary of State and copies of 
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of your brief statement and of your fuller statement of the Kho- 
khoi case and of other documents entire or in part. You are at 
liberty to supplement these papers as you may see fit. I have 
stated to the Department that your desire for the appointment 

of a commission had my. sympathy on the ground that it would 
strengthen your hands, restore confidence to your adherents, 
facilitate your labors and that it would justify you in having 
brought forward this case and relieve you of the responsibility 
of having made assertions that are contradicted, I must add, 
however, that whatever the decision of the Department may be it 
seems more important to me that peace and order be restored than 
that an American commission formally declare that the statements 


of your opponents are false or that the Chinese officials have 


a 


failed in their duty. 


i an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Bad) Gkas- Senn, KF- 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen. 
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Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies:- 

In obedience to the instructions of 
the Honorable Secretary of State, I have the honor to present to 
you a claim of the American Trading Company, at Shanghai, for the 
sum of $8088.68 and interest thereon. 

As will be more fully seen from the enclosed copy of the 
American Trading Company's petition to the Honorable Secretary 
of State, this claim arose as follows: 

On the outbreak of war between China and Japan in 1894, the 
Government of China published an order forbidding the export of 
beans and other articles from China. On the 24th day of October 


1894, this prohibition, as applied to beans and beancake, was 


rescinded, and a notification to this effect was published by 
the Commissioner of Customs on the Customs bulletin at Shanghai. 
Acting on this notification, the American Trading Company charter- 


ed two German steamers which they despatched to Newchwang to load 


with beans for shipment to Kobe, Japan. When the steamers were 
prepared to sail, application was made to the Superintendent of 
Customs for a certificate of clearance to Kobe, in accordance 
with Customs usage and the treaties with foreign powers. The 
Superint endent of Customs, however, positively refused to issue 
such certificate and would only consent to clear the vessels for 


Shanghai. They were accordingly compelled to proceed to Shanghai 
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Shanghai in order to ebtain clearance papers for Japan. 

By reason of this act of the Superintendent of Customs, 
the steamers were one four days and one six days longer en route 
than they would have been if they had gone direct from Newchwang 
to Kobe. For this extra time the American Trading Company was 
compelled to pay the owners of the two steamers $150 per day, 


each, amounting for the two steamers to fifteen hundred dollars, 


Marg " an thd he 2 9 
7 ae Bare 


and were compelled to reimburse them for 65 1/2 tons of extra 
coal burned, costing $616.13, as well as for pilotage in and out 
of the port of Shanghai to the amount of $271.99. These sums, 
together with the cost of additional insurance and charges for 
telegrams, for consular and other fees, in which the American 
Trading Company was involved because of this forced deviation to 
Shanghai, amounted, on February 29th last, including interest to 


that date, to $8080.63,to which must: now be added interest at 7% 


until the date of payment, 

All this loss is directly and exclusively due to the illegal 
and improper action of the Superintendent of Customs at Newchwang 
in refusing to clear the ships to Kobe, in disregard of the noti- 
fication published at Shanghai, and, as directed by the Honorable 
Secretary of State, I present the claim to you and request pay- 


ment thereof, 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen, 
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Your Highnesses and 
Your Excellencies: 
On the 27th day of October, 1890, I had the 
honor to transmit to Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies a cer- 


tified copy of an Act of Congress entitled An Act to Adopt Reg- 


ulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea,approved August 19th, 
1890, and I asked you to inform me of the disposition of your 
Government with regard to it. 
To this despatch you replied on the 15th January, 1891, 
discussing with approval the report of your delegates to the 
Marine Conference held at Washington, in 1889, and stating that 
it was right and proper that China should consider the question 
of adopting rules for navigation that could be carried into oper=- 
ation for a long period of time, 

On the 16th as, 1894, I again wrote Your Highnesses 
and Your Excellencies, stating that the Governments of the United 
States, France and Great Britain had agreed upon the lst March, 
1895, as the date for putting into operation shaie laws for the 
prevention of collisions at sea, in accordance with the weeue 
mendations of the Conference at Washington in 1889. In this 
despatch I requested you to adopt these rules and I pointed out 
the importance of this measure for the ships which ply in Chinase 
waters. You replied on the 24th of January, 1895, saying that 


you had referred the question to the Inspector General of Customs, 


who had reported that it would be difficult to give notice for 


the enforcement of these rules by the lst March, 1895, and who gas 
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who gave it as his opinion that China should wait awhile before 


adopting them, 


Before the date for putting these rules into force,viz March 


1st, 1895, had arrived, it was found necessary to make some mod- 
ification thereof, and the Congress of the United States, by an 
Act approved on the 23rd February, 1895, postponed their enforce- 
ment. A proclamation of the President of the United States to \4 


this effect was issued on the same date, of which proclamation 


a copy was communicated to you on the 18th April following, 
receipt whereof was acknowledged by you on the 24th of the same 
month. 

I have now the honor to state that I am in receipt of a 
despatch from the Honorable Secretary of State, dated June 22nd 
last, directing me to present to you a copy of an Act approved on 
the 10th day of June last. This Act amends article fifteen of 
the Act of 1890 in such a manner as to place the Governments of a 
the United States, Great Britain and Germany in accord, It is 
the wish of the President of the United States to issue his pro- 
clamation, in accordance with Section 2 of this Act, naming July 
lst, 1897, as the day for putting the same in force, It is be- 
lieved that this will afford ample time for all foreign sgovernment$ 
that wish to do so to prepare and promulgate ident ie rules to 
take effect on the same day. . 

I am instructed to inquire whether the Government of China 


will accept the said law and amendments and whether it will pro- 


claim, as is suggested, July lst, 1897, as the date for giving | a 
effect thereto, : 17 


[ copy of Act approved June 10, 1896, enclosed in English text.) 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr, Denby. 


No.3l Peking, August 23rd, 1896, 


YOUR EXCELLENCY, 


By the 6th article of the Shimonoseki Treaty he- 


tween China and Japan, Shashih, Chungkine, Soochow, and Hanechow 


are to be opened as Treaty ports. A time will be fixed for the 
openins of Customs Houses at those ports, so that trade may be 
carried on. As to Chungking and Shashih resulaticns will be 
drawn up later, 

The Inspectcr General of Customs has been instructed to 
order the Commissioner at Shanghai, Soochow, and Hangchow, to 
draw up regulations at once for the governing of trade at those 
ports. 

After the regulations have been considered by the Yamen, a 
further communication will be sent to Your Excellency. 

The Yamen have decided, however, ‘that the ports of Soochow 


and Hangchow shall be opened on the 26th September next, 


The Yamen requests that Your Excellency will instruct Amer- 


ican merchants that they must not carry on trade at those ports 


until the Customs have been duly established. 
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Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby. 


Peking, August 17th, 1896. 


ay 4 


YOUR EXCELLENCY: 


On the 18th instant ,the Prince and Ministers had gq 
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the honor to receive a communication from the Minister of the 
United States stating that in obedience to the instructions of 

the Honorable Secretary of State, e had the honor to present a 
claim eof the American Trading Company at Shanghai for the sum 

of $3,083.63 and interest thereon. (here is inserted in full 
Minister's communication to Yamen which is set out in his despatch 


No.2576 of August 13th last.) 


_—s 


The Prince and Ministers would observe that hen the said 
firm chartered the vessels in question to load at Newchwang and 
applied for a clearance for Kobe, China and Japan were at war, 
China at the time was overburdened with military affairs. Com- 
munication between the North and South was stopped and stringent 
precautions were taken at all the perts~-mere particularly at 
Newchwane, 

In the matter of the American Trading Company's application | 
for a clearance of carzoes of bonne for Kobe the Customs Taotai. 
at Newchwang could not but exercise extra caution, hence papers 


were given to the steamers for Shanghai. It was a measure of 


expediency to meet pressing circumstances. If the said Hong 


regarded it inconvenient for their steamers to take a reund about 
course there could have been no objection to their making, at the 
time, a pensesantas ian to that effect and discussed the matter 
with the Taotai; but the steamers going to Shanghai show at the 


time that the circumstances warranted it. But unexpectedly after 
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after about two years the said firm presents this claim for dem- 
urrage which gives rise to fresh complications. China cannot 


recognize that she is to blame, 


The Prince and Ministers have the honor to request the Min- 
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ister of the United States to communicate this reply for the 


informaticn of the Hon. Secretary of State, 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen,. 


pd 


NO. a Peking, August */ -~1896, 


Messieur les Ministres: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the 


-peceipt of your communication of the 17th instant, wherein you 


refuse to order the payment of a claim of the American Trading 
Company, which was recently presented to you by this Legation by 
the direction of the Honorable Secretary of State. I am compelled 
to state that the allesed reasons given by you for your refusal 
to pay the amount demanded are all untenable. You do not deny 
any of the following facts as stated by me to wit: during the ree 


cent war China published an order forbidding the export of beans; : 


in October 1894 a notification was eubi ished upon the bulletin 

of the Customs House at Shanghai as follows: "Beans and hbeancakes 
may be exported by neutrals as before the outbreak of hostilities" 
the Trading Company chartered two steamers at Shanghai and de- 
spatched them to Newchwang to load with beans for Kobe; the Su- 


perintendent of Customs refused to clear these ships for Kobe 


SO ieee ET 


contrary to the published notice above set out; tha ships were 
compelled to sail for Shanghai and this deviation caused the 
charterers a loss of $3080.63, 
To these undisputed facts you say first that: China and 
Japan were at war when the matter transpired. 
Ordinarily the condition of war would not have prevented 
neutrals from carrying wide betwoan beligerent ports. See Arti- 


cle 22 of the Treaty of 1844 between China and the United States, 


and Article 26 of the Treaty of 1858, 
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But the order made by China in August 1894 was obeyed and 


only after the open and notorious publication of the order of 


October 1894 was made did the claimant undertake to ship beans 
and beancake to Kobe, 

You proceed to state that "China was overloaded with mili- 
tary affairs" “stringent precautions were taken" "more particu- q 


larly at Newchwane,." 


Such a condition may possibly have furnished a reason for 
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not issuing an order allowing beans and beancakes to he shipped 


to Kobe, but surely it furnishes no reason for refusing to abide 


by such an order as long as it remained unrepealed. You seem 
further to lay some stress on the delay in presenting this claime 
‘There is no validity in this objection. 
| OLE Or 

Shortly after oe er 20th, 1894, I addressed 
a note to the Inspector General of Imperial Maritime Customs 
enquiring whether the order of October 1894 above cited applied 
to Newchwang. Under date of November 29th, 1894 I received an 
answer from the Inspector General and in reply he informed me 
"that notifications are never issued by order of the Inspector 
General unless either under instructions from the Tsungli Yamen 
or to give effect to views in which it is known to agree, that 
they are either special or general according to circumstances; 
and that on this occasion the’ notification regarding Beans etc was 
general and applied to Newchwane as well as Shanshai," 


It would thus seem that the order in question was known to 


the Tsunsli Yamen. The Inspector General further says: "The 


Newchwang Customs did not prevent her (the Voerwerts) loading 
with or exporting Beans, but possibly the Taotai did." a 

The Inspector General concludes: "Whether the case is one 
for reparation to be made seems to be point deserving of further 


consideration," 
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Further consideration has been had by the Consul General of 


the United States at Shanghai, by this Legation, and by the United 
States Government through the Honorable Secreatrv of State, and 


the fullest examination of the facts and the law has served to 


make it perfectly clear that the Government of China is liable 


for this loss suffered by innocent parties, 
You further state "if the said Hons regarded it inconvenient 


for their steamers to take a round about course then there could 


have been no objecticn to their making at the time, a representa- 


tion to that effect and discussing the matter with the Taotai." 
Such statement and protest were made, as I understand, and were 


unavailing. Every effort was made to secure clearances for 
sriengrat, SICode . 


I renew most urgently my demand for the payment of this claim 


(i n8) Ch vetle, * Deming 
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PROPOSED TARIFF ON LOCAL 
MAN UFACTURES. 


Copy ofa Memorial from the Trung Yamtn 
(Shénpao, 11th August, 1896.) 


Bo Ph the Ministers of the Tsungli 


Yamén,'on their kness present a Memorial 


with regard to the settlement of the tariff 
on manufactured goods, in order to maintain 
due regard for the public revenue and to 
secure substantial profit. Prostrate, they 
pray for the sacred glance on the memorial 
which they have reyerently prepared. 

We would observe with regard to the 
manufactare of goods by machinery at the 
various Treaty Ports, as for instance, the 
eotton manufacture and silk filature in the 
South, and the manufacture of grape wine 
in the North, that on several occasions the 
Superintendents of Trade for the Northern 
and Southern Ports have memorialised re- 
questing that such produce shall only pay 
the export duty, or they have requested that 
both Customs Duty and Likin be remitted 
for some years, the intention being to 
benefit the people at the expe _ the 
Government in the hope of giving an 
impetus to trade. At that time the 
no express stipulation regarding the manu- 
facture of goods by foreign merchants and it 
was deemed advisable to act in accordance 
with the exigencies of affairs. After the 
conclusion of the Treaty of Shimonoseki, 
foreign merchants of all nationalities were 
empowered to manufacture native produce. 
As former Treaties do not provide for 
this contingency, it is imperative to devise 
some equitable mode of action calculated 
to arrest the drain on the country’s re- 
sources, and to deprive (foreigners) of a 
pretext (i.e., for demanding the abatement 
or abolition of duties) at the present 
moment. Japanese merchants are buying 
land in Shanghai for the erection of 
factories, and the merchants of other 
nationalities are also establishing factories 
in great numbers. Thus, in the twinkling 
of an eye, steam factories are established 
at the Treaty Ports as thick as trees, and 
commodities of all kinds overflow Those 
who enjoy the advantages accruing from 
these manufactures should also incur the 
responsibility of paying duties. In the 
case of a new undertaking like this, it is 
very necessary to settle uniform tariff 
regulations without making distinctions in 
virtue of which some pay heavier and 
others lighter duties ; so that it may be 
easy for all to ounfierin therewith. We 
find that foreign merchants importing 
foreign produce, pay, in the majority of 
cases, an import duty of 5 per cent. On 
sending the goods into the interior, a 
further transit duty of Tis. 2,5 mace is 
charged. Foreign merchants purchasing 
native produce in the interior under Tran- 
sit Pass, pay in addition to the export 

duty the half or transit duty, after which 

they are at liberty to Bios ices the goods. 


which h bas not yet reached the foreign con- 


| been: delivered to the. native 
st ah in the deficien- 


profits are abundant. Your memorialists 
having deliberated together would suggest 
that, leaving ‘the Viceroys and Governors 
of the various provinces to fix the amount 
of the loti shui and likin due on native 
produce at the place of production; manu- 

factured produce, whether Chinese or 
foreign, should, before it leaves the place 
of manufacture, pay double the duty of 
five per ¢ent prescribed in the case of 
foreign exports, so as to supplement the 
likin payable in the interior. This amounts 
toa duty of 10 per cent. Hereafter, what- 
ever be their destination, all goods will be 
exempt from likin ; the gain in duties 
baiancing the loss in likin, so that the public 
revenue will remain at its present figure. 
At the present funds are unusually scarce, 
and liabilities multifarious. This is not an 
extravagant project to ‘“‘mend the fold 
when the sheep has gone,” but the intention 
is ‘‘to make use of the guest (foreigner) in 
order to establish the host (China).” The 
native merchant eats the produce and dwells 
on the soil of China and should know how 


difficult it is for the Government to devise 
expedients. The goods of the foreign 


merchant find a ready market, and it is 
only right to have in view the same treat- 
ment for all. 

Should your Imperial Majesty’s assent 
to received, memorialists will communicate 
with the Superintendents of Trade for the 
northern and southern ports, desiring them 
to direct the Superintendents of Customs 
to take uniform action in accordance with 
the above suggestions. 

In duty bound we present this memorial 
reverently prepared setting forth the 
proposed tariff regulations to govern 
manufactured goods. Prostrate we 
pray for your Majesty’s sacred glance 
thereon and that you may be pleased 
to let us know your pleasure. A reverent 
memorial. 

Furthermore—The following representa- 
tion has reached the Yamén of your memo- 
rialists from Sir Robert Hart, the In- 


| spector-General of Customs :— 


‘‘ Since China has been opened to foreign 
trade, goods coming from or going into the 
interior either paid likin, or transit duty, 
Foreign merchants’ goods going into the 


jinterior, having paid the transit duty and 
received a transit duty certificate, there- 
jupon become exempt from paying likin 


en route. This procedure applies equally 
to hoth Chinese and foreign merchants. 


| Native produce coming from the interior 


under Transit Pass is exempt from likin 
en route, and is only under the necessity 


jon reaching a port to pay the transit duty, 


after which it is exported. This privilege 


| is confined to foreign merchants and Chinese 
| merchants are not entitled to it. But it 
| frequently happens that Chinese merchants 
| fradulently induce the various foreign firms 
| to purchase and 


down native produce, 
their object being to evade the payment of 
likin. This produce is not exported to 
foreign countries, the result being that 


{honest trade and the likin revenue of all 


the provinces both suffer alike. If it is 
wished to put a stop to these abuses, the 
only thing to do is to allow Chinese mer- 


|chants to take out transit passes in the 


same way as foreign merchants, so that 
jthey can buy native produce and convey 


the spread of corrupt practices, and by the 
same means the revenue will be brought to 


Jism Thus a stop will be put to 


Le Pon Jt ae 


Ss I eee ee 


a flourishing condition, A memorandum is 
j herewith enclosed for your perusal.” 

om n contains a request for 
Or of the procedure laid down in 
| the pyr aaa Customs regulations now in 
|force; that is to say, when a merchant 
jtakes out a transit pass, he has to enter 
into a recognisance to the effect that if the 
goods do not reach a port within the time 
allowed, he shall forfeit six times the 
amount of the duty. On the goods reaching 
the port, he shall deposit three times the 
amount of the duty. If the said goods are 
duly exported to a foreign country, the 
export duty and the transit duty shall be 
| deducted from the deposit, and the balance 
returned to the merchant. Should the 
goods in question not be exported to a 
foreign country, the entire deposit shall be 
paid over to the likin office. 

Your memorialists would observe that 
when foreign merchants take out transit 
passes for the purchase of native goods 
they should export the goods to the. 
foreign country within the specified time; 
on this account only foreign merchants 
are allowed to take out transit passes while 
Chinese merchants are debarred from doing 
so. But, of late, foreign merchants do 
not in all cases export the native produce 
they have purchased, and there have been 
repeated cases in which Chinese merchants, 
being desirous of evading likin, have per- 
sonated foreign merchants and obtained 
transit passes under false pretences. The 
| foreign merchants take a delight in shielding. 
them so that they may divide profits, and 
thus fraudsof all kindsare perpetrated which 
| baffle complete investigation. The objects of 
the proposals advanced by the I.G. are the 
regulation of the revenue and the putting 
a stop to the spread of malpractices. After 
mature deliberation, memorialists are of 
opinion that the most just course to pursue 
| will be to establish a uniform procedure in 
place of the present dual system which 
jonly leads to false representations. We 
| propose therefore that the Chinkiang 
_ | Oustoms regulations quoted by the IG. 

| should be made to apply uniformly through- 
out the entire Customs system. That is 
jto say: Chinese merchants taking out 
transit passes are exempt from paying 
likin in the interior, but must pay the 
transit duty. Furthermore, the native 
produce purchased need not necessarily be 
exported in every case, on which account 
one and a half times the amount of the 
duty must be paid in excess as cover for 
the likin. The result will be advantage 
and not disadvantage, and will redound to 
the benefit both of the revenue and of 
trade. 

Should your Majesty signify assent, 
memorialists will send instructions to the 
Inspector-General of Customs and request 
the Northern and Southern Superintend- 
| ents of Trade to direct the various Superin- 
‘tendents of Customs to settle a date for 
the inauguration of the new system. 

As in duty bound we present this sup- 
plementary memorial and prostrate pray 
your Imperial Majesty to deign to glance 
thereon and to favour us with your com- 
mands. A Teverent memorial. — 
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Shanghai General Chanber ef Cemmerce, 


Shanghai 27th Aug., 1896. 


I have the hener te enclese copy ef a memorial frem the 
Tsungzli Yamen te the Threne published in Fereign and Native 
Newspapers, and gee desired by the Cemmittee ef this Chamber 

te ask Yeur Excellency's attentien te the sugrested scheme fer 
Taxation en Silk Filature Facteries and Cetten Mills, 

The Memerial is very definite, it clearly prepeses that in 
erder te "supplement Likin" and such like taxation, (which charses 
are increasing every seasen and are higher new than ever), the 
preduction ef "Cetten Manufacture and Silk Filature" by machinery 
shall er deuble the duty ef 5% prescribed in the ease ef Fereign 
experte*--this amounts te a duty of 10%--"Hereafter whatever may 
be their destination all geeds will be exempt frem Likin," 

The propesal as it affects Cetten Mills (netwithstanding 
that it frees frem Likin, geeds te be sent inte the interior) is 
very severe, the Chamber hewever defer dealing with that peint 
pending further infermatien frem the ewners ef Cotten Mills new 


under censtructien, and in the meantime I am to ask Yeur speitaeieets : 4 


te pretest against the prepesal, 


ee 
ES ae gh ae ee 


The urgency of attention te the Memorial alluded te is in 
respect te Silk Filatures, which are in a different pesition te 
Cetton Mills, seeing that their production is solely fer expert 
te Eurepe and the United States. t 


The prepesal te charge 10% ad valerem en silk filatures 


simply means 7% te 8 1/2% additienal export duty, as the present 
duties of Taels 10 per picul on white silk, Taels 7 on Yellow, 


NS 
Oats Diners, 


eh RRR AS) ait Rs Dae: 


ee ee ee ee ee 


; ce a, Fag 
Beis ; Bo 
* : R Ie ¢ £ 
ae - ; = gi as 
“ me; kG cy 2 
ree SE ALR 
t ' ; 5 Spitia Ro 
’ les ry rane ae —* , 
ok eS t yPUE 8 4s Kae! Sige ht 
: SS ey ty eas 
ai, Yealeadar® sz : Fis’ Beis si 
\ ‘ ' Poy 4 
he ¢ } 
J ; Sard asl aed We ee m 
: . : > ae Oe Oy Po a e 
> ; ean Sy 
J a ae P as r Wes es t 
: - a ° . » x x ‘ 


” 


2 Ce taet 


te 3% en their respective values, 


= : ye ar Hy COO ernie ee soa Se 
The Chamber submits te Yeur Excellency that this additienal 


taxatien will have a disastrous effect en the Filature Industry 


in China, with cerresponding advantage te the preduction of these 


countries with which China now competes--and if it is intended 


» 


to exempt Native Filatures werked by hand er such like means it 


would net only be inequitable, but it would pessibly lead te the 


steppare ef Filatures worked by Machinery, it weuld put back 


China in that respect te a period ef twenty years age, and threw 


rt 


eut ef emplayment net less than 25,000 natives whe new derive a | 


KATE IE  ege BEDIA 


living and suppert fer their families frem these Facteries, 

The Native Gevernment appears te imagine that China's pre- \4 
duction ef Silk centrels prices on Fereizn markets; en the cen- 
trary Fereien markets resulate the price which Fereien merchants 
in China can affora te pay fer Chinese Ceceons,. 

It may interest Yeur Excellency te knew that the Likin and 
Loti Shui tax which the 10% is to supplement already ameunt to an 
average ef about 9%, se China proposes to penalize the improved 
Silk preduct by ne less than 19%, 

The Chamber does not ef course contemplate that such an 
injusties would be permitted as te charge the additional Duty en 
Silk reeled frem Ceceens beaght this SOLE witheut a hint of 
the step new prepesed, 

Your Excellency is pessibly unaware that the exigencies of 


the Trade necessitate the purchase ef the entire annual require- 


ments ef Ceceens for the Filature Factories in May and June when 


op 


the market fer Ceceons usually epens, and lasts but twe er three 


Pk NE me caer A Fie noe 


weeks, and that censequently this season's purchases have already 
been effected at prices which would ebviously never have been 


paid had the prepesed additienal taxation been centemplated. 
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2 ee relying on Your Excellency's sense of justice 


call attentien te the subject and beg that as Deyen of the Cerps 
Diplematique you will meve your Celleasues to inferm the Tsunsli 
Yamen that the preposals ef their Memorial will net be assented 
‘ by the Fereien Pewers. 
I have the honor te be, Sir, 
Yeur Excellency's 
Obedient servant, 
(8'ga'd) E. F. Alford. 


Chairman. 


Te His Excellency 
Celonel Denby, 
Minister fer the U. S. ef peaeled, 
Deyen Corps Diblematique, 


Peking, 
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Shanghai, China, 25 Aug., 1896. 


S$ i R: 

Qn the lst ef August, 1896, R. We. Lambuth, an American 
citizen, informed me that he hadi leased a heuse, at Secchew, frem 
a native, for business purposes, and that at the preper time he 
prepesed te run a steam launch frem Shanghai te Seochow, carrying 
passengers and freight, an! that on the 19th inst the heuse was 
closed by order of the Soochow Taotai, and that native landlord 
and security man had been imprisened, and the native landlord 
beaten. These facts I wired to you, and promptly demanded ef the 
Nanking Vicerey a redress of the wrong, 

In answer te my telegram te yeu I was instructed by you to 
ge te Seochew, demand preper redress and report te yeue I immed- 
iately ebeyed yeur instructiens, and arrived in Seochow on the 
merning ef the 2lst, and had an interview with the Seochow Taotai 
en the afterneoen ef the same day. 

Before the interview I informed myself as to thé facts, and 
feund that Mr. Lambuth had leased the house, but that he had not 
been te Seechow te trade, and was waiting for the new reseulations 
befere berinning to trade; that his wish and intention was to 
cenform to the refulatiens in every respect, and that the house 
had only been leased in erder te be ready when the regulations 
are oubl ished. 

When I met the Secchew Taotai I very frankly stated te him 
my understanding ef the facts. He answered that Soochow had not 
been declared an epen pert, and that China was net ready for 
fereigners te trade there, and would net he ready until the new 


regulations are published, which would be about the lst October, 


__ 1896, I answered that Seochow had been made an epen port by 
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treaty, a fact that had been published te the werld, and the 


oal® Linitation was that foreigners were not to trade at Seechow 
till six menths after the ratification ef the treaty, which made 
it an epen pert, and that ever nine menths had passed since the 
expiration ef the six menths, but, admitting his view, Mr. Lambuth 
did net want te trade, and would net trade, befere the publication 
ef the regulatiens; then, I asked, why, under such circumstances 
de you clese the house leased by Mr, Lambuth, and imprison the 
two Chinamen (and punish ene), who were friendly enough to lease 
the heuse te my count rymen? The Tasotai replied that the house 
was not on the fereign cencessicn; I answered that there were no 
heuses on the foreign cencession; that it would be several months 
befere the foreign cencessien was in a condition fer building en 
it, and that China had never signified assent for foreifners te 
lease lets en the cencessien, but thus far had eppesed such leas- 
ing, and that the policy indicated wotild defeat the ebject of 
making Seochow an epen pert; and, I added, that at Shanshai 
fereigners leased heuses frem the natives eff the cencession, and 
the Shanghai Taetai did net ebject; that the rerulations fer 
trading at the epen poerts ef China should he uniform, and, deubt- 
less, would be intended to be uniform, to avoid censtant irrita- 
tien. In this connection, I stated te the Taetai, it was the 
Opinion ef the Leeation ef the United States at Peking that land 
at Seochew could be leased by foreigners either within er without 
the cencession as at the other epen perts. He did not appear 
to cencur in that epinison, but seen you will see that he net only 
agreed, but, by his ewn prepesitien, fully cencuvrred in your 
opinicn. 

At this point the Tactai seemed mere taal dined to discuss the 
previsiens ef the treaty between China and Japan than the business 
that had called me to Soechow, when I said that I could not 


discuss any such Subjects, however kindred, and that I would 
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weer him te release the two Chinamen, unseal the door ef the 
house and restere the Status gue; that my ccuntryman had leased 

the house with lawful intentions and, being willing te conform 

te the regulatiens ef his gevernment, the heuse should not have 
been olesed in the manner it was clesed, nor should the twe friend= 
ly Chinamen have been iepvbouned: ane that I ceuld not discuss 
what might be agreed upon until the status que had been fully 
restered; that a heuse in the pessession ef an American citizen 
under coler er title, ceuld net be clesed as he had clesed "that 
-heuse”, Here the first interview ended, the Taetai saying that 


he would call te see me the next day, but did net think he ceuld 


accede te my view. : 


At the second interview the Taotai asked if Mr. Lambuth was 
specially desireus of using the house leased, and if another heuse 
nearby and eff the concession would not suit him as well. I 
answered that I believed that the twe Chinamen he had in prisen 
were specially attached te the leased heuse, and that if he was 
ready te restere them liberty and deliver their house te then, 
‘the plan he sugrested weuld be considered. He answered that he 
weuld release the two Chinamen and put them in possession of 
their house; and I answered that Mr. Lambuth weuld accept the 

By 
heuse eff the cencession, 

You will ebserve that we maintain your cpinion as to leasine 
preperty eff the cencessien, in which the Tactai himself concurs, 
and that we have the two friendly Chinamen released and their 
preperty restored, 

As I was leaving,the Taotai asked me if I would not visit 
Secchow when the pert is formally declared open; and I censented? 
My telegrams te the Nanking Vicerey en the subject ef this 


number were premptly answered and in the most friendly tene. 
Hen. Charles Denby, I am etc., 

U.S. Minister, (S'g'd) T.R. Jernigan. 
Peking, China. Censul General, 


PS 4 $953. ere.) eer on De ee oer ee ed lows ig 


PAL Mee cee ae te IE 


Lie SOTO 


3 


A RE PRS ETE | epMares ME 


+ tine ae ella SMa 


A22595. 


le dyith tated bed 


4 
ih 
ti 
4 
a 
4 
i; 
4 


oun Ang ooh ae o . 


EE Ee Oe OG o IP 


afpsareck at Trentoin another 


Qe fothor 4 Ss: 


"In L eI, ae 

y i the worn on. has Mh ee 
“edhamAaars oy baci ies flowds, 
ha ASinenhins: Diagn dk Bi 


1397, nctinel ¥ Hank y 


aw ’ 


fy Kanthers ew Fa CAerefor, 
| te ened on Che2S® snilani a 


a eS 


mpen 


ERS. Wy be is FS = he Vo Mp thes oe 
Sia act pated ~ Pee EI 
" ei ba a ied bs .. ihn — 


~ ‘ 


rey 


yan” 


Ol a te ae 4 


] of Creating the Lencler ured — 
Kx cormfetung frome, that traevutd 
herithess be acreertuer/ Kel he 
Kernectarrs anck managers of ee 
raekuray Kuncl come ultiner sagt a 
in unrshing ee ern A Rs Sy Pe 
if tha nde Gefarne Meg nnn 

fret Kenclers, che, Xe. 
Then Legation urvte 221. Raad 

_ioncia il 
Ghee: gee hewn acirh-er-.ck a nvke 
to Ke 7 eainge Visvim Asrnhes 


ouk Kak tie te tiie wus 
Mere rhithta Cy y~e perhrth Mus Scr 


“s 


 & er Che Kemeclervs on Ce 25% 
Ausgent, anc Kon &owvtlrat now 


handlers Lun wers hake Wa2As 


 %" 
\ 


ee Lf fend 


Aerefatth atrorre megfecreel Ko, RK. ers 


| | / 


(iwlickers HAerwrennve.d ths ne ewe 


A ‘ ‘ “ << - = + ¢ s uN i 1 Dai dS * 
ae Per brnngee trian Real eae — ee EL ae cabo, ni SAIS DE NIRS Ico) 00 oper ata . ; : ‘ oe v i eae = - ae te. Eri os palMamem . 
SRS SOs a ete in ence etn sean An Re NNN Piel wet ae tang ye seek cetammmmannatins ae = sores recente en a ns ete Bie REE = eI 
: — atte : — pieder i fe renaik 5m wae oe. ee Pinhal oa: ie in a . z 5 . 


n Se 


—— a rs af a OE Sy Be . +. a. aa Neal bey - 
9 la eesti em placentas iy Ca 2 
Rn ea aie x ; “i " care rohit : : 
Py aa oa Pe. eae aA oe 


oe en all I i aa ee -- 
pat Seg. Sat as ~~ ‘ *%y 4 ry a si * 


rRwler BAA comer for a pa i i 


On tin 25% Kung urd, the Wndervs 


nN cant gece Ee cae re ee aa 
» , a ek Se 
om PIS a ee ath? de ee 


CY OO oe 


phaetisget mnt: 4% : Ys 


Se PO ap RS 8A 


ate 


‘ol it Seah capes cant 


aduiees from ee 

clot Chak theses Sida nk 
na Re reskeeds . This 
oeanaht tam tea ee 
the Virwstu on BG 36° 1c 
and thes Litre unformrcal Kak 
tis Keg airon Afra tint re 


C0OnNC beh anol PIMLANS Un in Oe Dee (rg 


, 


Crraewtan Seman ses taencmont: q << 


Conivnet tKey Xadk frsirdy canacecl. 
TK Yarnin / ned %® Lay 
we 
opfrnats and to communicate 
Lhssn SS 

LAs elated. to Ke Trungle 


& 


: 
7 


mnirt 


, Fra ae a) 
“ 7 y si 43 yas 
: . per gm ¥ 


en Bin Bindi steno ? oR Segre ear Rie PMR TS 
= Lee 


po ae" ed Sataeet,., tke pif PAP ORI tas a 
a brery 


; Ey a 
at PR Ty ERE EY Ee ee a ee ee 


eee = 


i ah ethene hones ak. i “4 


* . “ wilp aaieaiadl i te aa Oe eke oe ea Ni Ra YELL LoL acr oS ne tear, YSERA ti satan pn RE NS hae Wisc anne Moons i Send . ial nanny J 
= conuall biel a Ae A 
° 
. 
> ~~ 7 mim ~ mets aart aoe 7K ined “ WPA ce Nagel, <4 eRe etter RE) ryighlie <table Pen-ngrgnun-d” >. siiresw et poR ade mors ee ee ot re eee et on ree. oes cee ae 
ts - ” . - we ees erwety ae + APN Artem As . ° ane Oe ee ee See tly De ewer eee mantis ODOC dare ATU ernie etaprikiane”p — WE Pe Dror ea eet See « 
r a ~- aad 
- 
2 evans - 
“ “ 4 . aieds 


ake 


. 


Mr. Denby to the Tsuneli Yamen,. 


August 19th, 1896. 


Your Highnesses and 
Your Excellencies: 
On the 4th day of last May the 
Director General of Imperial Railways at Tientsin called for 
tenders for eight locomotives for use on the railroad to Lu Kou 
Chiao. In response to this call two American and a number of 
other firms sent specifications and made offers to supply these 
locomotives. These tenders were to have been opened on the 25th 
instant and the contract was to have been given to the firm making 
the most satisfactory bid and the locomotives were to have been 
delivered in March 1897. On the 8th instant, however, the Direc- 
tor General issued another circular at Tientsin, saying that 
owing to serious floods the delivery of the 8 locomotives required 
under the notice of the 4th May last was to be postponed until 
September 1897, that the tenders would be opened on the 25th 
instant and that those sending in the best designs would be re- 
quested to tender two weeks later in accordance with new condit- 
ions. 
I have to point to Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies 
that this procedure is a remarkable one and Sure to be denounced 
as an attempt to favor some firm at the expense of the others. 
American locomotive works have been at freat expense and trouble 
in making drawings and specifications at the request of the rail- 
road management. They submitted them in good faith and they have 


a right to expect honorable treatment. It is evidently impossible 


for American firms living 10,000 miles away to alter their designs 
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designs and make new tenders on two weeks notice. No firm could 


make anew tender within this time unless it had been secretly 


informed what the character of the changes were to be. | 


This Legation and the United States Government expect that 


fair and impartial treatment be accorded by China to American 
citizens competing for government contracts here, The railways . 
are the property of the Chinese government and it is the duty of 
Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies to see that its contracts 
are honorably made. You are requested to order the Railway Ad- 
ministration to open all tenders at the same time viz the 25th 
August, as originally decided, and to allot the contract. to the 6 
most Satisfactory bidder. The proposal to open the tenders on 
the 25th August and then to solicit new tenders 2 weeks later is 
merely an opening for fraud. 

I request you to give this matter immediate attention and 


to reply at your earliest convenience. 
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Mr. Denby te the Tsungli Yamen. 


Ne.28 Peking, August 30th, 1896. 


Messieurs les Ministres: 
It is well known to you that under the 
laws of the United States (See Section 6 ef the Act ef Cengress 
eof the United States approved July 6th, 1864) it is necessary 
‘that any Chinese person, other than a laborer, who desires to se 
to the United States from China shall procure a certificate to 

be issued by the terms ef the law by the Chinese Govetnnsnt. 

In 1890 it was held by the Department of State that this law 
would be complied with by the issuance of a certificate by a duly 
authorized Taotai. 

At Canton, as I am informed by the United States Consul, 
there is no Taotai. It appears, therefore, that merchants and 
ether Chinese persons who are entitled to zc to the United States, 
are treatly embarrassed in proecurins certificates. I think the 
difficulty would be solved by the issuance of an order by you 
designatins and duly authorizins some official at Canton, for 
example the Governor or the Superintendent ef Customs or Prefect 
to issue certificates, and I respactfully sussest to vou to make 
jeer an order, and to send me a copy thereof to be forwarded to 


the U. S. Censul at Canton for his guidance. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby. 


—— _— 


— aed ——— 


No.383 Peking, September 4th, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 
Upon the 30th August the Prince and Ministers had 


the honor to receive a communication from the Minister of the 


United States wherein he states that when any Chinese person 


wishes to go to the United States a certificate should be issued 


by a Customs Taotai; that he is informed by the United States 


Consul at Canton that there is no Tactai at that pert and Chinese 


who are entitled to go to the United States are greatly embarr- 
assed in procuring certificates.that the difficulty would be 
solved by the issuance of an order by the Yamen designating and 
duly authorizing some official at Canton, for example the Governor 
or the Superintendent of Customs or Prefect to issue certificates. 
The Minister of the United States respectfully suszests to the 
Yamen to make such an order and to send him a copy thereof to be 
forwarded to the United States Consul at Canton for his tuidance. 

The Prince and Ministers would observe that in the matter 
cf Chinese merchants acing from Canton to the United States, 
hitherto certificates have been issued by the Prefect. This was 
settled after deliberation between the oem and Viceroy at 
Canton in 1890, and is a matter of record. 

Now in the present case of the young Chinese students which 
To Li-ssu (?) of the New York Mission engaged to proceed to the 
United States, it appears that certificates were issued to them 
by Mr. Commissioner of Customs Carrall, at Canton. 


Although the issuance of these certificates may be regarded 


as an exceptional arrangement for the students to enter the 
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United States, it was a procedure not in accordance with precedent 
or the rule laid down, i 


Some time ago the Yamen receivei a note from A, R. Mr. Yaner, 


Chinese Minister at Washington, making enquiry on the subject | 4 
and the Yemen replied informing him of the rule adopted, request- 


ing him to communicate the same for the information of the Honor- | 
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able Secretary of State. 


ty 
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: = Now having received the communication of the Minister of 


a 


eUnited States the Prince and Ministers would state that they 
th 


have apis ange Canton instructing the Prefect in future, to 


confer with the: United Statos Consul in the matter of the issuance 


tty, 


of certificates to Gitnese merchants going to the United States. 


A telesraphic reply lita, been rocoived from the Viceroy at 


“Se 


Canton stating that action will be taken accorlingly. 


Re, 


The Prince and Ministers request’ “the Minister of the United 
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States to inform the United States Consul at> Garton for his 


guidance in the premises. 
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THE TEA TRADE WITH TIBET* 


Tus trade according to the latest en- 
quiries amounts at Tachienlu on the fron- 


touches the land of the Lamas to £150,000, 
that is a sum approaching one million: 


nese government levies upon this trade 
duties amounting to about £20,000. 


It has been entirely in their own hands} 


=e a = mtn 


tier where the great province of Szechuan 


charges _ Ba! pleased | 


the laws. ‘The"expense of conveyance 
is great on account of the very great 


be carried by baggage animals. Yet 
statesmen who control affairs expect 


Md on their own people} 
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\taels,or three million rupees. ‘The Chi-|————_— 


~ }Golden Sand. As the crow flies this 


; 


jin the long run barter is sure to be 


| Tibet, that is to say Litang and Batang. 
They are both much farther to the 
west and Batang lies near the River of 


city is 550 miles from Lhassa or nearly 
a month’s travelling. In the days of 
horse barter a good horse cost 120 
catties of tea. As a matter of course 


exchanged for money, and after many 
changes and much consideration it 


i distances to which the tea needs to|--— 


‘about thirteen per cent to be paid to | 


the government. ~ There can be little 


chuan and the Tea trade w 
de Rosthorn. London, Hi 


-* On Tea Cultivation in Western Sze | 


doubt that a reduction in the duty 
would stimulate the trade. In Mr. von 
Rosthorn’s pamphlet on Tea Cultivation 
in Tibet will be found a historical sketch 
jof the trade.. The application of the 
jsystem of transit passes to this trade 


dynasty. Tea was at first fora long] 
period exchanged for horses, an animal | 
‘always in demand by the Chinese for 
the army, for ploughing, and as ao 


is traced in this pamphlet to the Ming} 


sumpter animal. During four centuries,| 


however, silver has been brought to 
market by the Tibetan trader to be 


exchanged for tea in Szechuan, ‘Their| 


supply of this metal is derived by the 
Tibetan people chiefly from India, but 
also from Cabul, Persia, and Russia. The 


he ec nveyance of un- 
quantities of silver 


precedentedly large 
to Asia, and the arrival of this metal/ 
stimulated commerce and led to a rapid 
increase in population. In a country 


grass without limit it is possible 
for populations to increase and this has 
without doubt been one result of the) 


in “— tent for so large a country. It 
would be found that with an extended | 
trade the pepulation, now about four 
| millions, fe p increase greatly. 

| At the beginning of the present dy- 
nasty 250 years ago, nearly 60,000 
taels of silver, or reckoning the ounce 
at 5s,, £15,000 were yielded to the 
government by this trade. It was then 
that the prosperity of Tachienlu com- 
menced. In 1719 two other markets 
were thrown open to the traders of 


like Tibet where animals can find]. 


tea trade. ‘I'he tea trade is too limited | 


{system of taxation was revised. Per- |- 
mits were issued, each representing 100 


414 catties. The tax on tea permits 


was finally settled in the year 1569 
that all the tea duties of the province 
should be paid in silver. In 1743 the 


catties with an allowance for waste of 


became }th of a tael or sevenpence- 
halfpenny. The topography of the pro- 
ivince states that 139,354 permits were 
issued, Out of these two-thirds were for 
Tibet, one-fourth for border chiefs, and 
the rest met the demand for consump- 
tion in that part of the province, The 
nine million pounds of tea bonght by 
|'Tibet cost them £100,000, that is to 
say ninety pounds are exchanged for 
one pound sterling. It is highly pro- 
|bable then that the introduction of 
Indian tea will not affect the Chinese 
trade, It js the rich that buy the 
Szechuan brick tea and the homes of 
poor ‘l'ibetans only would be reached 
from India. At present in those parts of 
‘Tibet which are adjacent to China, the 
native chieftains are the buyers of tea, 
and they send sumpter animals to the 
frontier to bring it away. In Tibet 
proper it is the priesthood who pur- 
chase tea, ‘I'he Lamas help, however, 
to spread a taste for it among the 
people by a free distribution of buttered 
tea at certain festivals. Cheap tea taken 
from India would be adopted cheerfully 
by the common people even if the Lamas 
hand the rich patricians retained their love 
‘for the Chinese article. In addition to the 
sevenpence-halfpenny for each permit 
in the first instance, there is a charge 
of T's. 0.472 for an export permit, of 
Tls. 0.861 for a border permit, and 
\‘I's. 0.250 for inland permit. Beside 
these there is a charge for administrative 
expenses, ‘I'his is T'ls, 0.124 for export 
permits and for the others in pro- 
portion. ‘There is also a fee for barrier 
expenses. Mr. von Rosthorn has cal- 
culated the revenue in 1815 from these 
sources. Permits for export to ‘Tibet 
'I'ls. 80,000 ; Border-permits 'T'ls. 22,000 ; 
and Inland permite Ts. 9,000. In all 
Tls. 111,000 were collected on tea in 
that year. ‘The same writer states the 
| vuumber of permits now to be 73,000 
representing 66,000 piculs and 53,400 
representing 42,000 piculs. ‘The former 
Jgo west and the latter are conveyed 
to the north. ‘I'he western portion of 
the trade contains the whole of the 
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Jnine million pounds of tea sold in 
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| ibetan mountains, merely adding to|~ 
the burden on the backs of pationt yaks, 
At the end we have the value of the 


Costofleaves when boughtfrom 
the farmer.....ccsescessseesses D8, 278,476 
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Packing, &c., at 330 cash each | = 
permit SeOR HERS OCS Ree eeeeeseee §5 : 
Transport. 126,000 permits at 
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Dues and duties PeeSeeSeseeseretes Fy 
Value of Tea in the Tachien- 


market piceeétibecedudidecs ae 577,664 


Sold for silver to Tibetan. ~~ 
traders Ab, ....cccccvccscsccaced IB. 1,014,400 


It is interesting to know these facts| 
just at present because the trade has 


and.this is the result. There can be| 
no doubt that the ‘Tibetans have been 


| paying too mach for tea and that they |— 
might purchase far more of it than they 
do. At Tachienlu they give ‘I'aels 


8.88 for 100 catties or 23d. per pound. 
When the tea reaches Batang it has 
doubled its price. At Lhassa the price 


is four times as great, In that city it+———— 
costs 11d, a pound. Certainly there is a 
prospect for Indian tea in a country 


such as ‘Tibet where the people 
are comparatively poor. ‘The Sze- 
chuan tea e need not suffer 


————j at all. There are wide tracts all round 
where this branch of commerce can be 
pushed. At present a considerable part 
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‘goes to Sungpan on the north off 
‘Chéngtu, Itis taken there by the Min 
River. India will uire to learn the 


ing tea in brick form for 
the Tibetan trade. This kind of tea is} 


Lemony and the manipulation is not 

| =e ifficult to put into practice whenf 
|known, Mr, Colborne Baber says : “ 'I'o 
the Tibetan tea is more than a 


luxury; it is a necessary. Deprived 
of the gee hcg ms oe orl 
ent he suffers from headache, grows 


property 
————" thousand Tibetans who cannot afford 


nervous, is out of condition, and alto- 
gether unhappy.” stringency is the 
desired, seeing that the many 


tea use oak. bark instead. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby. 


EO —— 


September 4th, 1896, 


Your Excellency: 
At the interview the Charge d' Affaires of the 
United States had at the Yamen some time since, he represented 
that at a place called Lin Wu in Hunan not far from Lien Chow, 

on the borders of Kwangtung, American missionaries have been 
carrying on religious work for the past six years. lLately the 
people destroyed the missionary chapel and school house, pulled 
down some of the houses of Christians, plundered them and had 
driven them out of the city of Lin Wu. The Chars d* Affaires 
requested that proper instructions be issued to the local authors 
ities to give due protection to the Christians, etc, 

At the time the Yamen oe the Viceroy of Hu Kuane 
and the Viceroy at Canton to cies instructions to the Military 
and Civil district officers to take action in good earnest to 
repress the rioters and protect the missionaries and their con- 
verts,. 

The Viceroy of Hu Kuang has now reported that at the time 
he issued instructions to the civil and military district officers 
to act in accordance with his injunctions, 

The acting magistrate of Lin Wu, Chu Shih-hsien, and the 
acting Lieutenant Colonel of the Lin Wu Battalion have presented 
a joint petition as under: 

"In April 1894, the Magistrate of Lin Wu at that time, Pao 
Hsi-pang, had word from Lien Chou ,in Kwangtung, that the Rev. W.H. 


Lingle an American missionary was under escort. He passed through 
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through Lin Wu on a journey to the district of Chia Ho. He went 
to and fro several times Each time he arrived at Lin Wu he put 


up at the residence of a native Christian named Li Po-tai, a 


little over a li from the city where he preached the gospel, 


‘There were no chapel or school house established there, 

In November 1895, the said missionary, accompanied by a 
member of his family arrived at Lin Wu from Lien Chou and stayed 
only two days when they went to Chia Ho. They afterwards, on re- 
turning from Chia Ho, did not stay at Lin Wu but went straight 
on to Lien Chou, 

On the 24th of April of this year, he (Mr. Lingle) came to 
Lin Wu from Lien Chou, with two members of his family, and on the 
30th idem the Magistrate sent ani escort to take them to Chia Ho. 
During these days the spectators stood around like a wall. The 
petitioners being afraid that a disturbance might occur instructed 
soldiers and Yamen runners to act in rood earnest to repress the 
people and prevent a riot. Fortunately peace and quiet were 
secure, 

i Unexpectedly some ignorant Pixiows of no knowledce of the 
world, at the third watch on the 30th April, destroyed the resi- 
dence and shop of Li Po-Tai. On learning what had happened the 
petitioners went in person to the place and the crowd dispersed on 
all sides. Doors, small boards, etc. site tote from the houses 
of all the other Christians. Efforts were made to arrest the 
guilty but without success. 

On the 4th of May the said missionary came alone from Chia Ho 


to Lin Wu and stated that he had rented Li Po-tai's house for 


$100. for a term of ten years, and that he had only occupied the 


place for three years. It was now destroyed. He presented his 


lease but it was difficult to distinguish whether it was a true 
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true or false document. On examining the archives of the Magis- 
trate's Yamen it was found that there was no register of the 


lease. Enquiry was made of the gentry, but they knew nothing 


about the lease. As the inns in the city would not give Mr. Lingle 


quarters the Magistrate allowed him to stay in his Yamen and pro- 


vided him with food, The Magistrate explained to him that as the 
S people objected, it would be no easy matter, it was feared, to 


. 


establish a chapel at Lin Wu, and it would be best to recover the 


Ne 
* 


lease mgney and he go to another place. He insisted on having 
the sides Xenee. The Magistrate told him he should wait until 
after the examinations were over next year, when he could consult 
with the local officials and gentry and arrange for a place, To 
this proposition ne kladly assented, but stated that as the 
people did not like him\the Christians had suffered by having the 
doors etc, of their houses\ dest royed. He asked that due repara- 
tion be made to them, It wad in the dead of night when the con- 
versation ended. Mr. Lingle stayed at the Yamen and the next 
morning he again returned to Chia Ho. It may be stated that it 
was a lawless set of roughs and vagahonds who destroyed the build- 
ings and how can they be pursued and captured? Materials were 
therefore purchased and workmen engaged to make repairs to the 
houses of the Christians, which have been Sehekoa, 

On the 14th May the said missionary with\ two members of his 
family arrived at Lin Wu under escort from Chia\Ho, and they saw 
for themselves that the houses of the Snitiihind iis been repaired 
The said missionary expressed to the Magistrate his \ profound 
thanks for what had been done. The same day he Rudess Xo Lien 
jin. The people seeing that the said missionary did not atin 


in Lin Wu, everything is now quiet and there is no noise or 


clamor, It is now more than a month, and as the missionary has 


ag 


4 


aghy ie. lanl 


92 sige nih ele LAE at Lie ttt RMA 


‘has not returned the people and Christians are living peacefully 
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The said missionary has been visiting Lin Wu for about 8 


years and therg*are from 50 to 60 native Christians, They have 


x 


never been robbed or expelled from the place. When Mr. Lingle 
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rain visits Lin Wu soldiers will be deputed to repress the 


er 


people and action taken in good earnest to afford him proper pro- 
tection. 

Proclamations will be issued so that it may clearly known 
to all law abiding persons that they must attend to their own 
duties, keep the law and thus trouble may be avoided etc." 

The Viceroy having received the above petition has instructed 
ithe Hankow Taotai to communicate with the United States Consul 
at Hankow on the subject. 

The Yamen would observe that a representation form the 
Viceroy at Canton is about the same as the above, That officer 
has instructed the Lien. Chou officials to communicate with the 
Magistdrate of Lin Wu that energetic action must always be sokie 


to repress the people and afford due protection to Christians. 
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Shanghai, China, 
Sept. 8, 1896, 


Hon. T. R. Jernigan, 


United States Consul General, 
Shanghai. 
Dear Sir: 
The undersigned citizens of the United States beg leave 
to call your attenticn to an important matter which we believe 
imperils the tenure of property by foreigners in the Interior of 


China; and would respectfully request your official opinion of 


the same, 
We refer to the recently published Bertheny Convention, 


Chinese text, and the ambiguous form of words required to be used 


in executine title deeds conveying property to foreigners. The 


5. SR TE . 


paragraph of the Convention referred to we herewith submit in 


Chinese text, with translation. The objectionable clause, to 


which special attenticn is invited, is that which forbids a clear 


statement in the deed to the effect that the property purchased 
becomes foreign property, and requires the use of an indefinite, 
ambiguous expression declaring that it is the "public possession 
of the local church". The clause reais: “It should be clearly : 


written in the deed that the owner of the property sells it to 
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become the public possession of the Roman Catholic church in that 
place, (i.e. the local®church); there should not be. recorded 


merely the name of the missionary or of Church members," 


is i oe 


Now we respectfully contend that this expression "the local 
church" is wholly misleading; accurately construed it’ means some- 
thing entirely different from what was intended, and its use 


defeats the very purpose for which the Treaty was made. In case 
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case a lawsuit should arise regarding mission property,as it must 


do sooner or later owing to the employment of such ambiguous 
language, who"constitutes the local church?" What is the accurate 
definition of this term? 


According to the view which prevails so far as we aware in 


all branches of the Protestant church, the expression "local 


church" must mean not the foreign missionaries but the native 
church, the Chinese congregation in a particular locality. The 
tavdien missionary and the society which he represents in no 

sense constitute the local church, The missionary though at first 
from the nature of the case he must have entire control of the 


church and its property, is considered only an extraordinary and 
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temporary officer. He is supposed to teach and administer the 
church only until such time as a native church with its own 
officers, 4. ; elders and deacons, or vestry, shall have been es- 
tablished. When the church in any place has been only constituted 
the missionary is expected to retire and the whole administration 
devolves upon native officers. The native congregaticn, with 

its own chosen representatives, thus really constitutes the “local 
church”, Its officers as contrasted with the foreifn missionary 
are permanent and ordinary and to them according to the constitu- 


tion of the church belongs the right of controllins church prop- 


erty. So that when foreigners purchase property and are required 
by the Berthemy Convention to have their title deeds executed in — 


the name of the “local church", they are renlly being compelled 
to sign away their property to the Chinese congrerfation. 


It may be asked, if these objections are valid, why does not 


the Roman Catholic church, for whose benefit the Convention was t 
originally framed, find fault with it? The answer is, because 
the peculiar constitution of the Roman Cathciic Church does not 


allow their congregations to control church property but vests all 


power in the hands of the bishops and priests. The laity have 
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have thus ne ground for any claim to proerty. Not so however 

in the Protestant shureh, Here the power of administration and 
control inheres in the laity, and is exercised by the congrega- 
tions through their representatives chosen from among themselves, 


the elders and deacons, the vestry, etc, who are ex officio 


trustees of church property. While therefore the Roman church 


need not ohject to the wording of the Convention, the Protestant 


church by reason of the fact that its constitution allows sreater 


? 


freedom and privileges to the laity, and grants the congregations 
the right to control church property, cannot but strongly object 
to this provision of the Convention, and request that the title 
deed be so clearly worded as to render the right of foreigners 
to hold property indisputable. 

That the above is a correct statement of the principles in- 
volved, and that according to those principles the expression 


"local church" when rightly interpreted must mean native church, 


Tn a 


we believe will be shown not only by an appeal to authorities on 
ecclesiastical law, but also to the decision of the lawcourts in 
the United States in cases of litigation regarding the possession 
of Curch property. If this be true, if “local church" is to be 
construed to mean native church, it follows that a title deed 
executed uiennttins to the Berthemy Convention really conveys 
property purchased by Americans for their own use and benefit to ! 
the Chinese. Such a duced does violence to the facts of the case. 
The foreigner purchases the property and is the rightful owner, 

yet the deed decalres that a different party owns it, viz. the 

"local" or native church. Such a deed is also directly contrary ' 
to the spirit and intention of the Treaty, and to “98 wishes of 


the purchaser in whose interest the deed is supposed to he execu- 


ted. The very purpose for which the Treaty was framed was to 
enable foreigners to purchase and hold property; yet in the deed 


executed to carry out the intention of the Treaty, the foreigner 
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4 
‘i slaner is not allowed to have his name recorded as the owner 
of the property. It is contrary to the wishes of the purchaser 
pecause he is purchasing the property for his own use and benefit, 


and he has the deed executed for the purpose of securing the 


property to him, yet in the deed he finds that the property is 
conveyed to some one else. Such a method of procedure is calcula- 
ted to stir up endless strife and litigation between foreigners 


and natives. Many natives will claim missicn property because 


the deed is executed in the name of the native church, and many 
will no doubt after the lapse of time believe that the property 
was Originally purchased for their use, and that when missionaries 
refusé to turn it over to them, they are beings defrauded of their 
rightful possession, That this is a practical questicn and not 

an imaginary evil which may never arise one has only to note the 
trouble which missionaries in Japan have had for years regarding 
church property. There, by a system of procedure quite like that 
proposed by the Berthemy Conventicn, we see American citizens 
losing hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of property, pur- 
chased .by them for their own use and benefit, because the title 
deeds were recorded in the name of natives. Perhaps it may be 
said that there is a difference in the situation in Japan from 
that in China: to us, in the main point the situation seems essen- 


tially the same. In Japan the deeds were held in the name of 


individuals , here the Berthemy Convention would require us to 


hold it in the name of an Organisation; but in both cases it is 


inethe name of natives, and according to the wording of the deed 


they can lay claim to the property. Our contenticn is the deed 


should be held in the name of Americans; let the deed show plainly 


that a foreigner owns the property and all difficulty will be 


removed. 


In conclusion, we would call attention to the fact that the 
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5 
the Chinese officials are in most places insisting rigidly upon 


adherence to the form prescribed by the Berthemy Convention, and 


or of foreign scoieties. The case of the Rev. Jd. R. Graham of 
Tsing Kiang-pu may be referred to as an example, Five vears ago 
he purchased property for the Southern Presbyterian Mission, U.S.A 


and the officials under various pretexts delaved to stamp the 


deed. Finally, after five years delay, owing to consular pressure 


Aha 
io 


y, 
they consented to satmp the deed. Only however after hav 37g 


toe 


altered the original form of the deed, erasing the o¥ause which 
| eal 


(7, 
al 


stated that the property was purchased by the Mission of the 


Southern Presbyterian church of the United States, and substitu- 
oe _ 


ting the phrase of the Berthemy Convéntion, declaring that the 
Pea 
property was sold to become the public possession of the local 


or 


A 


be “a . 
church, and in other words’ conveying to the Chinese a property 


$ 


which rightly belongéd to United States citizens. 


We earnestxy hope that the United States Government and its 
AP 
honored representatives in China will take prompt measures to 
remedy’ the evil, and secure for its citizens the right of holding 


il 
v c 


property in their own name, or in that of the society they repre- 


ow 
wot 


~o 


sent. It seems tc us this could be accomplished by securing from 


the Tsungli Yamen a memorandum interpreting the Convention so as 
to admit of foreigners holding title deeds in their own name, or 
at least with their nationality inserted. <A formal revision of 
Treaty should surely not be necessary. We cannot see how the 
ee Kictiieans con help granting the point as a matter of 
justice, The "local 


They are confronted with this dilemma. term 


church” prescribed by the Berthem Convention, must mean either 


natives or foreipners. If it is interpreted by them to mean native 


church, then they are clearly violating the intention of the 
Treaty because the Convention was framed to grant, and does in 


plain language grant to foreigners the right of buying prceperty 
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property in the Interior, ir kt means foreigners, then we say 


write foreigners plainly in the deed, and settle the dispute once 


for all. 


Trusting that this matter may receive your early attention, . 
and thanking you for the interest you have always manifested in 


promoting the welfare of your fellow citizens in the Interior 


of China, 


W.E. Macklin F.C.M.S. 


We remain, 
Dear Sir, 


With sincere regards, 


Faithfully yours 


Hampden C.DuBose 
James R. Graham Jr. 
Mark B. Grier 

Henry M. Woods 

R. A. Haden 

J. XY. McGinnis 

James B. Woods 
George C. Worth 

L. L, Little 

John W. Paxton 

Hugh W White 

M.H. Houston 

J. L. Van Schoick 

Je Re Wilkinson,M.D. 
B. H.. Franklin 
A.Sydenstricker 

B. C. Patterson 

E.T. Williams 

Calvin N. Caldwell 
W.H. Hudson, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking, September 15th, 1896. 


tT. R. Jernigan, Esquire, 
United States Consul General, 
Shanghai. 
Sir: 

I have received your despatch No.282, of the 7th instant, 
enclosing a communication from a number cf American citizens, 
which raises a question of considerable importance, touching the 
construction of the amendod Berthemy Convention. 

From the standpoint of the memorialists the question is 
treated with force and ability. 

This Convention was adopted in the yexr 1865, and was anended 
in April 1895. In that month the Minister of France was notified 
by the Tsungli Yamen that it had issued to the various Viceroys 
and Governors circular instructions to carry out the provisions 
of the amended convention. 

I append hereto an Enclish translation of the French text, 
and a Chinese translation also of the French text. The transla- 
ticn of the Conventicn enclosed in your despatch differs mater-~ 
lally from the ahove mentione’ papers. The French official text 
reads as follows: "A l*avenir si des missionaires francais vont 


acheter des terrains et des maisons dans l*interieur du pays, le 


vendeur (tel ou tel sen nom) devra specifier dans la redacticn 


, | Se # 
de l*’acte de vente que sa propriete a ete vendue pour faire partie 


f 
des biens collectifs de la mission cathélique de la localite.”" 
The latter clause has been translated into English as 


follows: “the seller will specify in the title deed that his 
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his property has been sold to become part of the collective 


property of the Catholic Mission fin the locality where it is sit- 


uated.” | 
The translation delivered to you by the memorialists reads i 
as follcws: “it should be clearly written in the deod that the | a 


owner of the property sells it to become the public possession 


of the leenl Roman Catholic Church.* The last words“the lacal 


Roman Catholic Church" are not to be found in the official text. 
"he words used are “the collective property of the Catholic 
Mission in the locality where it is situated." Accordine, there- 
fore, to ne correct rendering of the official text the difficulty 
sugeested by the memorinlists, that deeds taken under the Berthemy 
Convention must be taken in the name of the "local church", mean- 
ine eee in Protestant churches the "native conrregaticn" does 
net exist. 

I do not understand that the "Mission" and the "“loecal church" 
are synonymous. In my circular to you of September Oth, 1855, 
I stated that I would claim the privilee contained in the Ber- 
themy Conventicn which dispenses with the nacessity of securing 
the prior authorization of ou local authcritiles "not only in 
behalf of any American creanriszation, but also in behalf of any 
American citizens snrared in mission work," | 

This view was founded on some of the considerations new 
urged is Sd deeoelattote. I understand, and so did the Depart- 
ment, under whose instructions I acte?t, that the French Catholic 


Missicn is one compact orranization for which alone the State 


Claims conventional privileczes, whereas the American orzanizations 


“are diverse and scattered, and no one of them can claim to be i 4 
"the American Mission" in the same sense as the Catholic Mission iq 


is "the French Mission". The quotation is from a despatch from 
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from the Department. I hold that under the favored nation clause 


we are entitled to avail ourselves of the substantial privileges 
granted to other nations, and that as under the Berthemy Conven- 
tion the French have secured the right to the Catholic Mission 
to purchase property in the interior, the same right enures to all 
of our Missions, whether Catholic or Protestant, or of any other 
faith .I hold further that the deeds need not state “that the 
owner of the property sells it to become the public possession of 
the local church", but that they may state “to hecome part of the 
collective property of the Mission" whatever Mission it may be 
incorporated or mnincerpevates. 

The memorialists suggest that their purpose would be accom- 
plished by securine from the Tsungli Yamen a memorandum interpre- 
tine the Convention so as to admit of foreigners holding title 
deeds in the name or at least with their nationality inserted, 
and that a formal revision of the Treaty is not necessary. 

It would in my opinion be taken by China as a confession of 
weakness if a discussion were inaugurated which did not rest on 
Let any Consul in whose jurisdiction such a case 


an actual case. 


arises report the same to me. It will then be much more forcible 


to insist upon the desired construction of the Berthemy Convention 


as applicable to that case, and thus a precedent will be establiske 


ed. Besides in a matter of this importance it is advisable if 


not absolutely necessary to secure the definite instructions of 


the Department of State, especially as to whether a new convention 


should be made or not. You will please cornrmunicate the contents 
hereof to the memorialists. 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen. 


No, 30, | September 21st, 1896, 


Messieurs les Ministres: 


I have the honor to inform you that my 
Government has-been unavoidably prevented from making such repre- 
sentations to the Government of China as recent anti-foreign riots 
in China imperatively demand should be made, 

This very important subject is still under advisement, and 
when a line of conduct has been matured it will be presented for 
the consideration of the Government of China. 

It is assumed that it is the earnest desire of China to ren- 
der the occurrence of outrages against foreigners in her borders 
impossible. It is assumed that consulting her own dignity and 
interest, and valuing her good name, she will readily adopt such 
measures as experience has shown to be best suited to that end. 

In this day of contemplated reforms, and the inauguration 
of material progress, and schemes of improvement of all kinds, 

I unqualifiedly assert that the most important of all reforms, 

and the most beneficial of all improvements would be the rendering 
of foreign life and property safe and secure in the interior of 
China, 

The Chengtu riots, the Kutien massacre, the very recent 
Kiang-yin outrages, and others of minor character, very plainly 
indicate that there is an Overwhelming necessity for the Govern- 
ment of China to take strong and energetic action to enforce due 
consideration for the Imperial edicts, and the orders which ema- 
nate from time to time from the Tsungli Yamen, touching the status 
and treatment of foreigners resident in China. Under my instruc- 
ttess it is not proper for me at this time to set forth the meas- 
ures which my Government will hereafter present for your consid- 
eration as necessary to be adopted in order to prevent the occurre 
ence of the lamentable outrarses which are deplored bv both Govern- 
ments, 

I desire at this time simply to notify you that the whole 
Subject is under careful consideration by my Government, and that 
it does not doubt that you will cooperate in meeting its wishes 
in a matter of such importance toward maintaining, the amicable 
relations that have uniformly characterized both countries. 
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Messieurs les Ministres: 


On the 2lst day of September I had the 
honor, by the direction of my Government, to address to you a com- 
munication to the effect that my Government was carefully consid- 
ering the subject of anti-foreign riots in China with the view 
to present to you thereafter another communication embodying its 
views on the measures that it desired to be adopted in order to 
prevent the occurrence of these lamentable outrages on the foreign 
residents in China. 

I have the honor now by the order of my Government to address 
to you the following observations. 

It is unnecessary to dwell upon the necessity that rests on 
China to secure the safety and security of foreigners residing 
in her borders. Such persons dwell in China by virtue of the 
Treaties and Conventions which recopnize their right to remain 
in her territory. This risht and the consequent duty of protec- 
tion by the Government have been recognized in many Imperial 
edicts, sed in many papers emanating from the Tsungli Yamen. In 
spite, however, of the most solemn assurances given by the Imper- 
ial Government from time to time that the foreigners in China 
would be protected, in spite of the issuance of passports, which 
on their face engage the Government to afford protection, there 
occur, year after year, almost month after month, ricts and 
massacres, which startle, and shock the civilized world. 

It is desirable that the subject of riots should be treated 
as a whole, for, while the incentive motives are not the same in 
all cases, the graver question “7 official responsibility, which 
underlies most anti-foreign riots in China, is fin all cases \the 


f 
principal subject of the concern of my Government. 
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The earnest actare of my Government, and it is confidently 
expected a like desire animates that of China, is to render the 
recurrence of outrages of this nature impossible by the adoption 
of such measures as experience has now shown wear suited to that 
end. 

The punishment of those who have actually participated in 
anti-foreign siete has rarely been as prompt, or as severe, as it 
ought to have been. It has required on the part of the foreign 
representatives great labor, and persistence, to secure even the 
mild punishment of delinquent officials in a few cases. 
~ Although murders, and arson, and robbery have often resulted 
to innocent foreigners or their property from the plain negligence 
or connivance of local officials, there has been no case in which 
\ an adequate punishment has been hiriteles on exe official and 
| very few cases in which any punishment whatever has been eo 
against any official. 

The erroneous idea is entertained in China by the offictals 
and the people that money payments for injuries suffered consti- 
tute a complete indemnity. Money paid for injuries done in cases, 
in which reasonable care on the part of the officials would have 
prevented the infliction of such injuries, cannot be taken as 
| complete satisfacticn. In additicn to the reimbursement of the 
sufferers there remains the vindication of the crime by the state 
which is the only deterrent of crime, 

Nor does the punishment of a few ringleaders satisfy justice, 
The official,who deliberately stands by, and fails to intervene 
to protect innocent people, when he has at his disposition 
sufficient means to enable him to do so, is at least as suilty 
as the leader of a mob, who strikes the fatal blow, 
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The commission sent last year ‘to investigate the anti-foreign 
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riots in Szechuan has stated its belief to be that: "the simplest 
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and most efficacious policy for the case is to insist that the 


local officials shall be held responsible, and punished, without 
further investigation than is necessary to establish the fact 
that such riots have occurred; for we are firmly convinced that, 
except in case of open rebellion, no such riots of any extent can 
take place if the local officials are energetic in the use of 
their influence, and the means that they have at their disposal." 
While this statement may not be applicable to every locality in 
China, it aertetnls does apply to every city, and considerable 
town. in such places there are ordinarily soldiers, and police- 
men, sufficient and able to prevent rioting if they are properly 
ordered to do so. Commander Newell in his report of the Kutien 
riots says that but for the inertness, inefficiency, and culpable 
negligence of certain provincial, and other authorities, whom he 
mentions by name, the massacre of Huashan could have been prevent- 
ed. 

There are other proofs of the necessity for more emphatic 
acticn on the part of the Imperial Government in enforcins, as 
there is no shadow of doubt it can do, due consideration for the 
Emperor's edicts, and its own orders, but it is unnecessary to 
enumerate them. The fact is notorious in China that officials 
can prevent riots if they choose to do so. 

—— Any are ee against the authorities occurring anywhere 

in China is promptly put down by the strong hand. Secret socie- 
ties are held firmly in check, and the members thereof are often 
tried and executed. Incipient conspiracies are unearthed, and 
promptly suppressed. In any offense against the Government the 
utmost eid eiat forethought, and strength are shown in dealing 
with the offenders. | In the treatment of crimes committed against mf 
foreigners in place of vigor there is apathy, in place of activity 


there is sloth, in place of precautionary methods there is abso- 
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absolute indifference, 
As illustrating these statements take, for example, the case 


of the recent riots at Chengtu. Incendiary and illegal proclama- 
tions were put up in public places days before the actual pak 
occurred, and some of these proclamations were the work of men 

in authority. The rioters assembled at the north-east corner of 
the city, and had to go the entire length of the parade fround, 
and past the soldiers camp, to the first point of attack. Although 
there were thousands of soldiers in Chengtu, and although destruc- 
tion of foreign property went on very near the Viceroy'’s yamen, 
nothing whatever was done to check it. The destruction and 


looting at Chengtu lasted over thirty six hours, and during all 


this time the officials did nothing. 


Pe 


Anti-foreign riots are not sudden local uprisings of irnorant 
and malicious persons, as has sometimes been claimed, but all the 
proof shows that anti-foreign rioting and pillage and massacre 


are often arranged beforehand without much, if any, effort at 


concealment, and it is difficult to avoid the belief that the 


local officials are informed of, and at least tacitly approve 
of the felonious designs, which are concocted within their immed- 
iate sphere of duty. It is entirely plain, for instance, that 
there was a concerted action between the capital and the outlyins 
towns in Szechuan, and that a general plan was organized to drive 
the foreigners from that province, and that the officials had 
knowledge thereof, | 

From the foregoing remarks it is necessarily to be inferred 
that the main remedy for existing evils, and the surest preventive 
of riots, will be the holding of the local officials to a personal 
accountability, and responsibility, for every cutrage against 
foreigners that may occur in their jurisdiction. Such a line 
of conduct is in strict conformity with the usage prevailing in 


China with regard to all crimes and misdemeanors other than such 
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as concern foreigners. 
My Government concludes that the best means to prevent the 

recurrence of anti-foreign ricts in China, as far as Americans are 
saaberaed, for whom alone it speaks, would be to adopt the follow- 
ing measures: 
1, The issuance of a formal declaration in an Imperial 1pctee 
that American missionaries have the right to reside twAne inter- 
ior of China. 
2. That American missicnaries have the right to buy land in the 
interior of China, and that they have £11 the privileges of the 

Berthemy Convention, as anended in 1895, and that deeds taken 

by them shall be in the nengbf the Missionary Society or church 

which buys the land as that convention provides. 

3. The set erminatfon of and formal declaration by China by 


bs 


1 onde 
Imperia. dec ngs 


» 


i hold responsible, and promptly punish, ae 
foe enn of 

only all “individuals, or officials directly, or remotely involved 

upon“the occurrence of any rict in which peaceable American 
pe have been involved, hut, also, the Viceroy, or Governor 

ge of the province in which it has occurred, and who is directly 
responsible to the Throne for the acts and omissions of every 
one of his subordinates, although his only fault may he ifnorance,. 
4, That the punishment of officials found guilty of negligence, 
Or of connivance, with rioters shall not be simply degradation 
from, or deprivation of office, but that they shall be, in addit- 
ion, rendered forever incapable of holding office, and shall also 
be punished by death, imprisonment, confiscation of property,. ban- 
ishment, or in some other manner under the laws of China in pro- 
portion to the enormity a their offense, 
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Shall issue granting all necessary safe guard to an American 


Commission to visit the locality, and take all required proof as 
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| to the causes of the riot, including the conduct at the officials, 
| and all other matters appertaining thereto, and the utmost facil- 
ity shall be furnished such commission to discharge its duties. 
‘'_ That the Incertal decrees embodying the abcve provisions 
shall be prominently put up and displayed in every yamen in China. 

In the foregoing demands, and suggestions, my Government 
has not undertaken to go into detail of everything that should 
be done after a riot has Occurred, such as compensation to be 
paid for injuries, the right of the American citizens to return 
to the scene of the riot and abide there, the ceremonies to be 
observed by the local officials in reinstating sufferers in their 
rights, and other matters which can be better discussed as occas- 
ion may require. My Government has simply endeavored to outline 
in the general the measures that should be taken by China to pre- 
vent the recurrence of riots. This is the great object that it 
has in view in addressing this communication to the Prince and 
Ministers, and it has no doubt that the Government of China shares 
to the full its desire to prevent the recurrence of anti-foreign 


riots. 


My Government indulges the hope that early action will be 


taken by China on the lines indicated so that the good relations 


existing between the two countries may be confirmed and strength- 


ened. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking, September 29th, 18°C. 


Rear Admiral F. V: Mc Nair, 
Cormandinz U. S. Naval Force on 

Aslatic Station, 

Yokohama, Japan, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to inform you that I have received from 
our Consul at Tientsin an urgent appeal that I should request 
you to station a sun boat at that Port during the conmine winter. 

The Consul therein correctly states that the presance of 
such a vessel at that Port creates a moral effect that has its 
influence all over North China. 

Certainly it would be dangerous, and consequently unwise, to 
leave this rnorticn of shina without any military protection 
during the months in which navigation closes, when it is cut off 
from the outside world. As our Navy has in the past done its 
full share in protectine the foreigners in this quarter, it may be 
that arrangements can now be made with the Representatives of 
other Powers tc de this duty. 

whether if you decline to send a ship to Tientsin a rusrd 
should be sent does not come within my province to arcue. There 
are Objections to such a courses which will more readily occur to 
you than to me. The Consul thinks such action would have little 
effect. I submit the whole sudject to your better judgment. 

1 shall send a copy of this communication to the State De- 
partment for its eh tee. 


i have the honor to oe, Sir, 
Your cbedient servant, 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby. 


Peking, September 24th, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 
The Prince and Ministers have had the honor to 
receive a conrmunication from the Minister of the United States 
wherein he states that his Government has been unavoidably pre- 
vented from making such representations to the Government of 
China as recent anti-foreizgn riots in China imperatively demand 
should be made; that the whole subject is under careful considera- 
tion by the Government of the United States and that it does not 
doubt that China will cooperate in meeting its wishes in a matter 
of such importance toward maintaining the amiable relations that 
have uniformly characterized both countries. 
| In reply, the Prince and Ministers have the honor to state 
that in the matter of missionaries preaching the Gospel in the 
interior it is only necessary that both Chinese and foreigners 
should be commanded to observe the Treaties and thus there will be 
no cause for trouble, 

The Yamen appreciates very much indeed the idea of the Hon- 
orable Secretary of State devising a plan which may prove henefic- 
ial to both countries and if the phan decided upon is not in 
contravention to Treaty stipulations China will certainly in a 


spirit of friendliness come to a suitable decision. 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen, 


September 23rd, 1896. 


Messieurs les Ministers: 

IL am directed by my Government to inform 
you that the United States Civil Service Commission would be glad 
to exchange with the Government of China copies of its annual 
reports with those of China relating to the administration of its 
civil service, 

Should the Government of China desire to make such exchange 
such iets as it may furnish may be sent directly to the United 
States Civil Service Commission, Washineton, U. S. A. Or if 
that is not practicable they may be sent through the correspond- 
enti of the Smithsonian Institution: the Zi-ka-wei Observatory, 
Shanghai, 

If you desire to make the exchange as aSkéd You will please 
inform me of the mode in which you prefer to make it. Rules for 
the transmission of such reports will then be transmitted to you. 
It is proper to state that the United States Civil Service Com- 
mission has official charge of the examination of applicants for 
office and that its duties are analogous to those of the officers 
who conduct the examinations of 8 like nature in China. I am not 
aware that the Government of China publishes such official reports 
as are now called for, still it was my duty to present the question 


to you as I was directed to do by my Government. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby. 


Peking, September 30th, 1896. 
Your Excellency: 

We have had the honor to receive Your Excellency's 
note of the 23rd of September wherein you state that you have 
been directed by your Government to inform the Yamen that the 
United States Civil Service Commission would be glad to exchange 
with the Government of China copies of its annual reports with 
those of China relating to the administration of its Civil Service 
Should the Government of China desire to make such exchonge, such 
reports as it may furnish may be sent directly to the United 
States Civil Service Commission, Washington, U. S. Aw Or if 
that is not practicable they may be sent Simeuat the correspond- 
ent of the Smithonian Institutese-the Zi-ka-wei Observatory, 
Shanghai. 

Your Excellency further states that if the Yamen desires to 
make the exchange as aked to please inform you of the mode in 
which it is preferred to make it and rules for the transmission 
of such reports will then he transmitted to you etc. 

In reply, we bee to inform Your Excellency that the selection 
of civil officials in China is governed by a Code of rules pro- 
mulgated by the Board of Civil Office, and rules for Literary 
examinations issued by the Board of Ceremonies, which are frinted 
in special book form, Annual reports are not published in China. 

At the Provincial and metropolitan examinations high officers 
are appointed as examiners. After the examinations a list of 
the successful candidates is published. These examinations are 
held triennially. No annual reports are published. 


We do not know by the remark cf the Honorable Secretary of 


a he CEN ee Sree eer at Stree 
" ae a . 3 ; ? “ei Bente, 
— apc 3th 
WPA Tea: oe eae is ep ee 
<5 . ig sain EAS 


ers 


Pe ee ee oe = . mee ¥ 
per : : y 
- . ag S oar ‘ ‘e 
- $5. Se Sep eee pe BEE co Oe asin ee ph eee ae Ai aad” Harn ik 
F A al ON es NR hk He Be op MN ES ALES i, Brrr G 


ha Pe oe 5 oh = 
Re Jag Ph Big ROE ERS Fixe 


A oS rib et bate FOS Ge Bem 


oe ae 
tis eA R Na hie SE 


Aa St A ORT Me 


Ch eR, 


soxS yey’ 


‘ee 


mS ent to etor 


- a Pee e or y 


* 
* 


Wir 


Fate as to the exchange of annual reports whether he would 
{ P 
6 the rules of the Board of Civil office and rules of the 
oard of Ceremonies or list of successful candidates at the exam- 


nat ions _ 


We woul e pleased to hear from Your Excellency on this 


point sc that action may be taken accordinely, 
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Tsungli Yamen to Mr, Dénby. 
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ee | Peking, Sept ember 10th, 1890, 
Your Excellency: 

Upon the 27th August last, the Prince and Minis- 
ters had the honor to receive a communication from the Minister 
of the United States, wherein he acknowledged the receipt of the 
Yamen's communication of the 17th ultimo, refusing to order the 
payment of a claim of the American itine Sewany, which wa 
presented to the Yamen by direction of the Honorable Secretary 
of State; that on the 24th of November 1894 he addressed a note _ 


to the Inspector General of Imperial Marit ime Customs making 


certain enquiries, and on the 28th idem received his reply stating 


"whether the case is one for reparation to be made seems to be 4 
point deserving of further consideration"; that further consider- 
ation has been had and it is perfectly clear that the Government 
of China is liable for the loss suffered, and a demand for pay-— 
ment of this claim is made. : 

The Yamen sent instructions to the Inspector General of 
Customs to report cn the case. He has wire reported as follows: 

"By treaty between China and Japan, panemese veveeis are not 
allowed to export beans or bean-cake from besieohes and: fewchwandl, 

If, by treaty, in time of peace, these articles cannot be 
exported, how much less can they be exported in time of war. 

If, therefore, it should happen that vessels of other foreign 
nationality load beans and.a special application is made fcr 
Japan, how could the Customs in violation of the spirit of Treaty 


make out documents for them. | “a 


In regard to the two steamers chartered by the American 


‘Trading Company, the Customs at Newchwang issued permits to load 
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ae and discharge cargo and the vessels then left the port. 
There was not the slightest delay caused by the Customs. So far 
as these vessels taking a circuitous route to Shanghai is concern- 
ed it may be stated that the Gustons aid not compel them to do 
‘this. 

The vessels reported that they were to transport beans; the 
icioxe issued a duty memo and when the duty had been paid a per- 
mit was iseuse to ship. On payment of the entire amount of duties 
the Customs issues a port clearance, The port clearance is then 
taken to the Consul concerned for the ship’s papers. <A report is 
made to the Consul stating the port to which the vessel is to go, 
and a Consular clearance is then issued permitting the vessel to 
proceed to the port named. The above detailed rule is provided 
by Treaty and is therefore entirely in iismndinion therewith. 

the Consul concerned decides the question as tc the port a 
vessel clears for. The Customs hitherto have never enquired into 
this question. If, on account of the vessels taking a circuitous 
diite, ‘oxtre expense has been incurred, it is right that the 
vessels should bear the responsipility ini wah: tha Sachin, 

In regard to his (the Inspector General's) reply to Mr. Denby 
Ve Se Minister, as to the point of further consideration of the 
suhject, which applies to the case in question, it may be stated 
that, the remark "whether the case is one for reparation to be 
made seems to be a pcint deservinse of further consideration", does 
not admit that China recopnizes that she should pay the claim, 

It is now two years since the case in questicn occurred and 
it seems very strange that a claim should new be presented, To 
argue the case either upon principle or facts, the Customs at 
Newchwang are not at fault. The said steamers taking a circuitous 
course was not caused by the Customs. 


There are no: circumstances attending this case that warrant 


a demand for compensation, and considering the circumstances there 
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e by which a claim for indemnity should be 


nd 


the Inspector General of Customs represent on every point the real 
facts of the case, and as in duty bound they address this communi- 
caticn to the Minister of the United States requesting him to 


inform the American Trading Company for their guidance as well as 


a, 


to communicate the above for the information of the Honorable 


x 


\ 


Secretary of State. 
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Denby to Mr. Jernigan. 


No.503. | hestendat 23rd, 1896. 
Sir: 
I have Sear eee your despatch No.285, of the 12th instant, 
relating to the claim of the American Trading Company. 
Referring to my despatch No.502, of the 16th instant, it 
will be seen that the discussion has taken on a new aspect. The 
Yamen claims that “by treaty between China and Japan, Japanese 
vessels are not allowed to export beans and bean-cake from Tune- 
chow and Newchwane", 
The Customs notice on which the Company relies, of October 

24th, reads as follows: “Beans and bean-cake may be exported by 


neutrals as befcre the outbreak of hostilities", 


It is necessary, therefore, tc show that before hostilities 


beans and bean-cake were allowed to be exported from Newchwanse 
In this connection I call attention to Section 4 of Rule V, p 29, 
Chronicle and Directory 1896. It reads as follows: “4. The ex- 
port of pulse and beancake from Tunsg-chow and Newchwang under the 
British flag is prohibited. From any other of the ports they 
may be shipped on payment of the tariff duty to other ports of 
China or to foreign countries", 

This rule is appended to the Chinese Customs Tariff. I re- 
quest you to allow the Trading Company to see this despatch, 

I would be glad to receive from it any arsument it mav choose 
to advance in support of its claim. . a 

I am etc., 


(S*g'd) Charles Denby. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Denby. 


a wos roan 


Peking, October 10th, 1896, 


Your Excellency: 
At the interview Your Excellency had at the Yanen 


on the 8th instant you stated that under the Chefoo Convention 


the U. 8S. Consul General had a rirht to fo to Soochow to be pres~ 


~~ 


ent at the trial of the Kiang-yin missionary case, The case was 
thoroughly discussed but the Yamen could not carry out Your 
Excellency’s view, Your Excellency held to the views you had 
expressed, 

The Yamen now begs to explain to Your Excellency the reason 
why your request cannot be entertained. 

The Chefoo Convention reads: 

\ 

"It is further understood that so long as the laws of 
the two countries differ from each other, there can be but one 
principle to euide judicial proceedines in mixed cases in China, 
namely that the case is tried by the official of the defendant's 
nationality merely attending to watch the proceedines in the in- 
terest of justice. If the officer so attendins be dissatisfied 
with the proceedings it will be in his power to protest against 
them in detail, The law administered will be the law of the 
nationality of the officer trying the case", 

The intent of the above clause is to provide that in inter- 
national cases officials of both the plaintiffs'and defendants’ 
nationality may attend court to watch the proceedings. But in 


this case Chiang Hsu-chu and the other criminals were ruilty of 


exhuming a corpse which they burried in the missionary premises 
for the purpose of callsing trouble, 
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The local officials have pronounced judgment upon them in 
accordance with the statutes of China and have not shown any bias 
or been ungrateful to the missionaries, The indemnity claimed 

has also been paid and the missionaries have arreed that the case 
be closed, The Consul has also considered the case as settled 
and has made no objection to the terms of settlement, 

It must be borne in mind that the judgment rendered has been 
is accordance with the laws of China. The request of the missicn- 
aries that clemency be shown to Mr. Chiang cannot be entertained 
by the Yamen. Mr. Chiang was a neighbor of the missionaries and 
he in league with Huan Chi-yo arranged the plot to exhume the 
corpse of the female child of the family of Yuan and bury it in 
the rear court yard of Mr, Haden's missionary premises,-their 
idea being to extort money from him. Their action resulted in 
the- plundering and destruction of the missionary premises, It 
may be observed that there are cases of an international nature 
where the punishment of criminals would have been more severe, - 
i.e. by decapitation. The local officials have decided this case 
in accordance with the statutes of China, 

According to the statutes of China, the principal offender, 
guilty of exhuming a corpse suffers the death penalty by decapi- 
tation; an accessory by strangulation, 

Chiang Hsu-chu admitted that he had arranged a plot to injure 
the missionaries by buryins the co#pse in their compound and the 
punishment pronounced that he should suffer death by stranrcula- 
tion,-is just and proper, 

The missionaries now come forward and relying upona one- 
sided statement made by the women of Chiange’s family say that the 
Magistrate had decided the case unjustly. The Taotai at Chinkiang 


Mr. Lu, tried the case and the prisoner admitted his cuilt as he 
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he aid in the lower court, Judgment has therefore been pronounced 
upon him and the urgent request that the Consul General should 
attend Sit ane watch the proceedings, is one, which the Yamen 
cannot comply with. This case beinse sent to the Provincial judge 
merely means that that officer is to look over the evidence. It 
Sees not necessarily mean that a new trial is to take place, It 
is for the Board of Punishment s to decide at the autumnal assize 
as to the real facts of the case and as to whether there should 
be a postponement of the execution. The Provincial judge cannot 
determine this question, 

It makes no difference what may be the nature of a Chinese 
case, it must be determined by Chinese law and there is no need 


for a Consul to watch the proceedings. There would be no advan- 


tage to be derived from it. Hence the Yamen sees no reason why 
the Consul General should be present to watch the proceedings. 

The Yamen would observe that the best relations have always 
existed between the United States and China. The 4th Article 
of the Supplemental Treaty between the United States and China 
is clear and explicit as ‘ the question of mixed cases. It does 
not therefore appear necessary to quote the Treaty between China 
and Great Britain. 

The Yamen finds it difficult to comply with Your Excellency's 


request and beg that you will inform the Consul General and the 


missionaries of its decision. 
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cruchigen the. 
and transport it from 
in China upon payment of 


margin of profit and eck the trade... 


It is the same with silk, for which China 
could formerly often command her price, 
but whose price is largely dependent upon | 
the production in other countries—if China 
by taxation exacts from her -silk 


form, and which bare been, in the past « 
mo this end the Chamber 

0 this en contends t 
whilst leaving China to arr: oat bon 


be retained as which illegal 


ransit duty only. : 
asis for the revision of taxation be 


: . ion that a 
or teserve fund bé créated which, would 


ensure. the fulfilment of transit duty 
oulleneee ne ae Chinese Government's 
provincial subordinates. 

Whilst thus drawing the attention of 


) = Excellency to the principles which 


Chamber consider sho govern 


jany amendment or revision of Commercial 
| Treaties; it is necessary to request you 
jalso to consider the memorial regard- 


| ing ‘am tion of manufactories recently 


essed by the Tsung-li Yamén to the 
Throne. -On its application to the silk 


| filature industry. I have already had the 
| honour of addressing your Excellency, but 


for sake. of record a copy of that communi- 
cation is hereto attached; the argument 
against the gp ge of the Memorialists 
to charge 10 per cent. on the improved 
Silk Product, is mee that the trade will 
be practi ruined thereby; the Raw 
article (the Cocoon) is already over- 
burdened by lekin of more than doubtful 
legality, and, if the additional impost is 
exacted, it means that either the rearers 
of the silk worms will have to accept 
roportionately lower prices or that the 
| filature factories will close their doors, 
| throwing thousands of natives out of em- 
| pl and gg, | pee loss of forei 

and native capital. e publication of the 
Chamber’s letter to your Excellency has 
drawn forth from some apparently autho- 
| ritative person a statement in the news- 


| papers that the expression ‘‘to supplement” 

belain would better ron iiin teaeioted ‘in 
substitution of lekin” but, be this as it may, 
the intention to continue lekin on the Raw 
| material (cocoons) is indisputable, and the 
| freedom of the improved product after pay- 
| ment of 10 per cent. duty, is a valueless pri- 
wiinge ot it is solely an export and does not 
go in the interior of China for con- 
sumption. 

The subject of Cotton Mills is one which 
the Chamber of necessity approach with 
less freedom; it is a  kaoeveal de 
jnovo and though under existing Treaties, 
immediate advantages might be claimed 
‘both for the industry and the Imperial 
lrevenue, it is recognised that, provided 
the necessary guarantees can be obtained 
for strict adherence to a more lasting 
spreemes the general discussion of taxa- 

n affords an opportune moment for the 
settlement of the future. 


The mill owners therefore maintain that 
as an incentive to a new industry and one 
of the principal ones likely to be per- 
manently beneficial to the | ment of 


hina, as well as to individual enterprise, 
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+3 I have the honour to be, 
. Your Excellency's most obedient servant,, 
" K. F. ALFORD, 


| Chairman. 
‘00 Fis Froslioncy 
* Colonel Dewsy, 
Minister for the U.S. of America 
and Doyen of the Corps Diplomatique, 
Peking. 3 7 
A copy of this letter, with the necessary 
ations, was sent to the uis of 
bury, Secretary of State for Foreign 
‘Affairs, per mail of 18th September. ] 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Peking, October 19th, 1896, 


SIR: 

By the direction of my Colleagues, I have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your conmunication of the 17th ultimo, 
relating to various questions affecting the commerce of China, 

The Foreign Representatives, while thanking the Chamber for 
its communicaticn as well as for the courteous visit of Mr. 
Dudgeon, have to declare that to their knowledge the Government 
of China has not made any official proposal to change the tariff 
in any particular and that consequently they find themselves un- 
able, at this time, to engage in any discussion with the Govern- 
ment of China relating to that matter. 

As to the question of taxation of manufactures, which the 
Chamber discusses in its communication of the 8lst August last, 
the Foreign Representatives have presented, or will present, this 
subject to their respective governments and will await their 
instructions. 

Finally, concerning the suggestion of the Chamber to consti- 
tute a commission, my Colleagues direct me to say that they do 
not see their way clear to direct Consular officers to act as 


members thereof. Should the Chamber name a commission composed 


of some of the leading merchants in China, great weight, no doubt, 


would be attached to any report that they would make. 


I have etc., 
(S*g*d) Charles Denby. 


E. F. Alford, Esquire, 
Chairman Shanghai Chamber of Commerce, 
Shanghai. 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen. 


No,31 | Peking, October 19th, 1896, 


Messieurs les Ministres: 

I have the honor to inform you that the 
Shanghai Chamber of Commerce has addressed to the Corps Diplomat- 
ique a request to bring to your attention the serious disabilities 
under which Ocean Steamer Companies suffer owing to a provision 
of the Yangtze Regulations, 

By the direction of my Colleagues I call your attention to 
the clause complained of and request you to alter the same so as 
to do away with the disabilities complained of, 

The Revised Regulations of Trade on the Yangtze Kiang of 
1862 provide in Article V Section 2 that "When import cargo is - 
trans-shipped on board a river steamer at Shanghai it must first 
be cleared of all duties. The trans-shipment will not be author- 
ized until the Customs are satisfied that the import duties are 
paid". Under this section the Ocean Steamer Companies are com- 
pelled to have all cargo shipped on through bill of lading to the 
River Ports examined at Shanghai and the duties paid before the 
goods can be forwarded to their destination. 

The consignees of this cargo are, in many cases, resident in 
the interior of China, and considerable delay and difficulty are 
experienced in tracing them while the actual passing of goods 
through the Customs entails an amount of additional labor which 
serves no useful purpose and of which the Ocean Steamer Companies 


should be relieved. 


The present “Revised Regulations of trade on the Yangtze 
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Yangtze Kiang" were drawn up in the year 1862, Owing to the then 
disturbed state of the count ry bordering on the Great River it 
was, no doubt, indispensable that all cargo for the River ports 
should be examined at Shanghai. This necessity, however, no 
longer exists, and as a complete Customs Staff is now maintained 
at the various Treaty Ports on the Yangtze the present condition 
of affairs is merely a vexatious hindrance to trade, 

I call your attention, also, to the fact that other cargo 
than through cargo which arrives at Shanghai destined for the 
neighboring treaty Ports on the coast can be trans-shipped direct 
to the local steamers without examination by the Customs at 
Shanghai, and on its arrival at those ports it is dealt with by 
the Imperial Maritime Customs. 

It seems a Singular anomaly to detain at Shanghai and to 
examine there through cargo destined for the Yangtze ports while 
cargo destined for the coast Ports is not subject to any detention 

I call your attention, also, to the fact that on their face 
the Yangtze Regulations contain this clause: "The above regula- 
tions and provisional and open to Revision if necessary", 

Considering nnen, Shee Regulations were framed when China 
was in the throes of Great Rebellion and that they have existed, 
often under protest, for thirty two years without revision the 
time has certainly come when they should be revised and adapted 
to present needs and requirements, 

The foreign Representatives will not undertake to indicate 
now every particular in which the Regulations should be revised 
and amended, because they would like first to know that the 


Government of China will meet them in a cordial and conciliatory 


spirit on the general question of revision. There is one clause, 


however, which has worked so oppressively in practice that 
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that specific attention is now santec to it. Article VI reads as 
follows: “Native craft owned or chartered by British merchants 
will pay duty on their cargo at the rates leviable on such cargo 
under the Treaty tariff. All such craft will further have to be 
secured by bond in the manner laid dow in the provisional rules 
published on the 5th December 1861 and on entry into any port 
will pay port dues according to Chinese tariff, If the cargoes of 
Native craft so employed do not agree with their cargo certifi- 
cates the amount specified in their bonds will be forfeited to the 
Chinese Government. This provision is only valid tintil tran- 
quility is restored along the river", Under this provision it 

has been claimed that a very small difference between the cargo 
shipped at one port and that delivered at another warrants the 
forfeiture of the bond which is exacted, 

In the opinion of the foreign representatives there is no 
nescessity for enforcing this clause, because tranquility has long 
since been restored along the river, 

My Colleagues and I urgently ask you to take up and satisfac- 


torily dispose of these suggestions at your earliest convenience, 
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TELEGRAMS RECEIVED, 


Foochow, October 5, 1896. 


DENBY, Peking: 


Consul left me in charge. Chinese require 


instruction. - W.C.HIXSON. 


a 


Foochow, October 5, 18°06. 


DENBY, Peking: 


Seizure same as Tung Ho case. Also other 
interests concerned. Depstach sent you on 25th about my acting 


Consul; Viceroy notified then. - HIXSON, 


Foochow, October 8, 1896, 


DENBY, Peking: 


Vicercy still declines. - (He) claims no order 


from Yamen. - HIXSON, 


eEeE_=__ 


TELEGRAMS SENT, 


October 5,1896. 
HIXSON, Foochow: 
Report facts of seizure. Has Consul left 
and is Vice Consul acting? If so, has Viceroy been informe’ why 
Vice Consul acts? Perhaps the Vicercy will see you if you explain 
why you are acting Consul. I understand nothing about this 


affair. - DENBY. 


Peking, October 6, 1896. 


HIXSON, Foochow: 


Asked Yamen crder authorities recognize you. 


DENBY. 
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In cases of contested Legality as to dovertntatal procedures 
adopted by subordinates it is usual to pay demands under protest 
until the Supreme Authority can be heard from. It is not commonly 
if ever, allowed that goods be seized and perhaps destroyed in 
order to avoid a trifling payment. It is comparatively easy 
to ask that the wrong be corrected and the money paid back, while 
the process of recovering large amounts is tedious, and the re- 
sults to the merchant of the confiscitation of his goods and the 
interruption of his trade may be very serious. Subordinate 
officers usually obey implicitly the law as they understand it 
and often exceed their authority. The interruption of cordial 
relations with officials and foreign representatives need not 
necessarily follow such acts. By the simple act of protesting 
that acquiesence is not had in the act complained of and that 
the question will be appealed to higher authority all local 
trouble is eliminated. Then the cases should be reported to me. 
AS you seem to have acted alone in this matter without the support 
of any other Consul it is strange that you advised a course of 
policy which may result in great injury to the parties intereste: 


should the point in issue be finally ruled against your opinion. 
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‘ 
CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Foochow, China, October 5, 1896. 


S$ I R: 


I have the honor to confirm my telegram of yesterday's date 


to you as follows:- 
"DENBY, Peking: 
“American goods seized. Chinese decline see 
"me or receive despatch. No reason,.-"-HIXSON,." 
On yesterday Mr. H. W. Churchill, an American citizen, tried 
to send 50 cases of kerosene oil over the long bridge to the city. 
The oil was seized by the lekin authorities and conveyed to the 


Nantai Lekin Office. The matter was reported to me, with the 


request that steps be at once taken to recover the oil. Accord- 
ingly I sent the official messenger of this Consulate with a card 
to the lekin authorities stating that the oil belonged to H. W. 
Churchill, Esq., and requesting that the same be released. My 
request was refused on the sole ground that the goods were subject 
to lekin duties. 

I then addressed a despatch to the Grain Taotai T'ang Pao- 
chien, who has charge of foreign affairs, and also one to Lekin 
Taotai Ho Ch’en-hao, and requested that the goods be released as 

 thev were the property of an American citizen. The Lekin Taotai 
received his despatch, but the one sent the Grain Taotai was re- 


turned after having been opened, notwithstanding the fact that 


both 


HON.CHAS. DENBY, 


E.E,and M.P.,U.S.A., 
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oth he and the Gi sée dene duly notified on Sept,25, 1896, that 


Thad taken over charge of the affairs of this Consylate. He sent 
a verbal message that as he was not personally acquainted with me 


he could not accept the despatch, 


I wired to you about 8 P.M 
yesterday, and in about two anda half hours later -- 10:30 -- 
the taotai sent to this office a despatch addressed to Consul 
Hixson te the effect that he had received the despatch notifying 
him that I was in charge of United States interests at this port, 
but that Mr. Consul Hixson had failed to say for what purpose 


he would be absent from Poochow and by whom I had heen appointed 


as Acting Consul at this port. The taotai further wrote that he 
thought it best to wait awhile before replying to Mr. Consul 
Hixson's despatch, but that he had received no further word from 
Mr. Consul Hixson nor had any instructions been sent to him by 
the provincial authorities. Therefore, as no explicit information 
was. iver in the despatch concerning my sopointinent) as Acting 
Consul, it is difficult for him to recognize gear violating 
the treaty stipulations”. This explanation was given about 15 
hours after the receipt of my despatch by the taotai, and that, 
too, after I had wired to you. He opened the despatch, but re- 
turned it to me by a common coolie. He sent only a verbal messaze 
and did not care to take upon himself the trouble of writing a 
polite note of explanation. He treated me with about the same 
respect as would have been accorded to one of his chair coolies. 
Such an action can be construed in no other light than as a direct 
insult to both the Government and to me... He should be held to 
account for his uncalled for insult. I gave him no reason for 
such treatment, having written a very courtecus despatch about 
the goods seized by the lekin authorities. 

The Lekin Taotai returned the despatch addressed to him under 
the pretext that I had failed to address the despatch to his joint 
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associate as well as to himself, It was explained that the des- 
patch was not intended for his associate, and the same despatch 
was sent back to him, Later; the taotai again sent the despatch 


back to me with the verbal instructions given to a coolie that he 


deslinedi to recognize me as no instructions had come from Peking. 
The coolie pounded on the gate about one o'clock last night 
alarming the whole community, and as the watchman opened the gate 
the despatch was thrust inside; the coolie who brcught the despatch 
and message ran off immediately. 
Had the two taotais written courtecus despatches, or even 
private notes, to me stating that they could not recognize me 
until they heard from Peking, I could not have raised any objec- 
tion, but not a single line has been written by any of the Chinese 
officials objecting in the least to my being in charge of the 
Consulate. No objecticn has been raised at all except that no 
word has come from Peking, but still thev feel at liberty to treat 
the affair in such an unjustifiable manner. 

As soon as the Grain Taotai returned my despatch, I appealed 
to the Viceroy requesting that he be so good as to order the 
taoctai to release the goods seized, and also have him explain nie 
conduct in declining the despatch. The Vicercy returned the 
despatch sending word that he had not had any orders from Peking. 
He save no other reason, nor did he write to me, 

This affair would never have occurred had it not been for 
the seizure of these goods and the request for their release, 

The whole scheme was concocted as soon as the foods fell into the 
hands of the ‘ihe eetaute ten. It is an atten to prevent an 
interference with the Chinese officials collecting illegal duties 
on American goods. The officials had waited all this time to 
object; correspondence had been carried on with the lower offic- 
<a cases; not a word had been said ceaitbiiek shined 


receiving . 


receiving despatches from this Consulate. 
The interests at stake here in Foochow are too large to per- 
mit such trifling on the part of the Chinese officials. There 
are now several cases pending in which American interests will 
suffer most severely. Some of the cases are as follows: H. W. 
Churchill,Esq., two cargo boats looted - value of stolen property 
about $600.00; H. W. Churchill, theft on cargo hoats -- kercsene 
oil valued at $322.00; H. W. Churchill, theft of tea on cargo 
boats -- valued at $800.00, or mors; Pettick & Co., theft of oil 
from godowns -- valued at about $125.00; Geo. B. Smyth, theft 
at College -- value $200.00 Besides the above, there is the Tung 
Ho affair still in an unsettled condition. One of the American 
merchants applied to me this morning for permission from the 
Chinese to move some of their goods from their store room on the 
north side of the river to the south side in order that the same 


might be shipped, but I could not secure the permission from the 


Chinese, 

: Pressure of business prevefits me from presenting the case of 
the seizure yesterday, but I shall do so by next mail. However, 
it may be said that the case of the seizure of the 50 cases of oil 
is similar to the Tung Ho case. : 

I trust you will take up this whole matter; that the Chinese 
officials be made to apologize to me and to the American Govern- 
ment for such unwarranted insults; that the officials designated 
in this despatch he compelled to receive the despatches already 
addressed to them, and that they be instructed to receive all 
despatches from this Consulate in future, 

I have etc, 


(S'g'd) Wm. C. Hixson 


Acting Consul, 
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CoPY. 
No.88. 
CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Foochow, China, October 10,1896. 
SIR: 


On the 8th instant, presuming that the Tsungli Yamen had 
replied with your request of the 6th instant that orders be 
issued to the Chinese authorities of Foochow to recognize me as’ 
the official representative of the United States Government at 
this port, I sent to the officials the despatches enclosed here- 
with; but there seems to have been a misunderstanding somexhere. 
as the officials still declined to receive the despatches on the 
ground that no instructions had been peceived from Peking to 
recognize me officially. 

I now have the honor to encloe to you the three despatches 
which are addressed to Viceroy Pien, Grain Taotai T'ang and Lekin 
Taotai Ho, idusaetiveiy, and request. that you ask the Tsungli 
Yamen to transmit the same to the above named officials at Foo- 
chow. I very much regret being under the necessity of having to 
adopt such a course, but I have no other recourse since the 
Chinese officials have twice returned the despatches to me by a 
common coolie bringing the verbal message that the despatches 
could not be received -- an expression of contempt intended to 
humiliate both the Unitei States Government and myself. 

The 
HON, CHAS. DENBY, 


| E.E.and Mok. »>U.S.Ae 9 


PEKING. 


bs is - ‘ ‘ aig ; 5 leslie is " 
int ? ’ - az ote ~ cj LAS , Y Ns et 7 
': are os ae ; eee * iwi: en cpat Fe Re eo a 
= ty * ~ ’. 8 ty" 
~ F . re f 
* ' : , 


las * . 
Oy, 


eer . : ie 7 “ ns a be 
ao ae F j. ae) eh pe re 


ARR Nt RRR RY BG <I Re 


~ ne 
; fm * mm 7 m 4 
7 . ty a 
; ‘ a - - a “e i te 2 
4 
yy 
$ P 
ow 5 , 


& yw 
. . 
z 4 M 


Ps 
>, z 3 ; 
, , ‘ t> . : 
i < 2 
. 
; . , aS F 
* ; 
7 ¢ ¥ £ © 
be 3 
*, bu = t i & F 
om « é 
¥ 
* 
7 * - . 
} ‘ 
’ a : 
« 
« » 
4 
“ns 
ts 
»~ 
cad yi 
>. ' ; 
ne “ 
. 7 
: 
- : . > 
4 Sx ; — * . 
4 : > ’ > - : <> 
< s ‘ day 
& ; 
i! . 
‘ . = oe A ey , pn tee Y ~ 


A ee 2 LO IAIN BE pS 8 A sale Taine See 


+ * LF Dots Eat 
i vf 
tte sed op, SE 
i wa ¢€ 
- + : 


AA SABIE RELEGATED ANE he A MN RETEST 


é - 
< dite 
ra 
* 
% ¢ 
“_ 
Pu 
* 
“ . 
e - 
: % 
* : 


magi peers Yay sei eyeyits ‘ 


wi, 
: 
i *s 


e 
7 t 
a, - 
ae | > 
: > 
: is 
; 
re 
> = 
" 
" 
é 
= . 
, 


prong Fe 


CN ROE? RB 


N 


SCAM 


fy RN EE + 
a we; 
x asi Sue 
RYASY ; % 
w 
4 
> a * . es 
; ) : ‘4 
“yg ® sal Wer 
++ 
. - » ys 
: ; ee : a 
6 
t + »& 
: > 
> 
” ~ 2 
. e : 4 
Ce Sn : 
? 
. —_ 
wilh 4 : . 
‘ % 
, + 2 4 
a 


“ 

b | 
om 
< 


> 

* 

a 
e- 


“PP ih A GPG WR Bb oe m te hg em 


dew 
~ 


eis 
BS. 


es ee ee 


e 
" 'e 
: 
» : 
. 
re 
AY 
» 
; 
: we ai 
A 
» « 
¢ 
+ 
- 
| 
® ba 
\* 
f 
< ¥ 
* , 
‘ 
° 
. 2 
. ot 
: a 
te - 
: # : 
é = 
» 4% 
* 
$ ie ip ip t 
b y 


a& 
- s 
A ote Gaelgt 


i The despatches addressed to the Grain and Lekin Taotais are 
simple notifications of the fact that the seized kerosene ofl is 
the property of Mr. H. W. Churchill, and American citizen, and re- 
questing that the goods be released, The despatch to the Viceroy 
is an appeal to that official in reference to both the seizure of 
the oil and the conduct of the other two officials. I send them 
sealed just as they were returned to me, and would like for them 
to be transmitted in the original covers. But if you desire they 
san be opened, and so I am also enclosing three extra envelopes 
for that purpose. 

The action of the Lekin Taotai in ordering his runners to 
thrust the despatch into this Consulate, is more reprehensible 
than that of sities of the other two officials, : understand that 
the Lekin Taotai now rererets very much having adopted such a 
method of disposing of the despatch, and that on the following 
morning he sent his messengers to recover the despatch provided 
it could be secured without my~knowledge. But if either or all 
of these officials are allowed to snub the United States Govern- 
ment’s representative in such unwarranted manner and then be 


permitted to escape without being compelled to offer an apology 


much less without impunity, it may be expected that but little 


-? 


can hereafter be acomplished in settling American cases at this y 


port. Nor could I hope to command the respect of any of the / 


officials in Foochow. VA 


s 


The Chinese officials have never yet raised any objsction to 
me personally; they only claim that their action is ipttended to 


obey the letter of the treaty, and say they will receive any and 


a 
all correspondence from me as soon as the Tsunglé Yamen sends 
a 


instructions to do so. en such instruc- 


But how am I to know 1 


tions have been received if the officials Cg 
any 
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any orders have come from Peking? I cannot afford to continue 


writing despatches to be returned. 
I trust you will take up this matter at your earliest oppor- 
tunity, and that you will insist upon reparation, 
I have etc., 
(S'g*'d) Wm, C, Hixson. 


Acting Consul. 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen. 


Paking, October Leth, 1896. 


Messieurs les Ministres: 

In an interview with one of Your #xcell- 
encias at the Yamen on thea 8th instant I was assured that orders 
would be issued to tho local authorities at Foochow to racosrnize 
and receive Mr, W. C, Hixson, Actinz Consul of the United States. 

The Consul had tons home on sick leave and Mr. W. C. Hixson 
had been apocintod Actins Consul to “ill the vacancy in «ccordance 
with the laws of the United States and his appointment had been 
anproved by ms. 

On the Sth instant I was personally assured by one of Your 
Excellencies that the orders of recomnition that I had askei for 
had been issued. On the 17th instant I roacaived a talarram from 
Mr. Hixson statins that the Viceroy and Grain Taotai ieny having 
received instructions from the Prince and Ministers and that they 
declined to see him or to recaive any despatch from him until his 
Chinese name was sent. 

Pa 

I notitied you of the Chinese name of the Actine Consul and 
do not understand why it was not transnittead to Foochow, 

The 17th instant I sent to you an urcent appeal to take 
irmediate steps tc secure the reaccenition cf Mr. Hixson. I am not 
yet in receipt of any answer to this request. 

In severel despatches the Actincs Consul has complained to me 
that the Grain Taotal has treated him with rross discourtesy. To 


“the despatches of the Acting Consul he has returned verbal mess- 


azes, and he claims that he has received no instructions from 
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from the Provineial authorities tc recognize Mr. Hixson. 

The Likin Taotai has also treated Mr. Hixscn with discourtesy 
He returned a despatch sent to him because it was not addressed 
to his associate also. He sent verbal instructions by a coolie 
that he refused to recognise the Acting Consul, and the coolie 
conducted himself in a noisy and disrespectful manner. The 
Viceroy though appealed to has refused to intervene in behalf of 
proper treatment to the Actine Consul. 

It is understooi that there is a difference of opinicn be- 
tween the Actince Consul anit the local authorities as to the pay- 
ment of likin, and as to what are the limits of the pcrt cf Fooe 
chow, and these auesticns will have to be settled, but it is not 
necessary that illfeeling and disccurteous treatment should be 
enfendered and practiced in the liscussion of public questions. 

I request you tc roquira the Grain Taotai, the wikin Taotal 
and the Viceroy to axplsin to the Acting Consul their conduct, 


and to order them te treat the United States official with proper 


respect and consideration. 
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The Viceroy requested 

the Taren te ask Your Excellency to instruct Kim tc refrain from 
InformaAlconiuct te the em) t st “ri PekiApp :Octoberrarst ; -1896, 

The Yamen Bould Shaseve that the Chinese authorities at 

YouroExceklency: rocco ised 

ane he sheul Wechavephad ythechonor to ‘receive :YourpExcellency's 
note cin regard to«the appointment of Mr, William C,; Hixson as. 
Acting... 8S. Consul at Foochow, wherein you state that you do not 
understand eh hies neil delayoin recognizing him, and you 
askéd-that: another telegram be sent to the Foochow authorities 
to recognize Mr. »Hixson, ‘- 

iv¥our Excellency further stated «that the Grain Taot al declined 
to see Mr, Hixson or receive any despatch from him, and that the 
Likin Taotai hai also treated him with discourtesy; that it is 
understood that there is a aifference of opinicn between the 
Acting Consul and the loenl authorities as to the payment of 
likin, and as to what are the limits of the port of Foochow and 
these questions will have to be settled, but it is not necessary 
that ill-feeling and discourteous treatment should be engendered 
and practiced in the discussion of public questions. 

We would observe that the Yamen has received two previcus 
notes from Your Excellency in reszari to Mr. Hixson's appointment 
and addressed you a week on the 19th instant. 

The Viceroy of Foochow has telegraphed that it is right and 
proper that Mr. Acting Consul Hixson should be recornized, but 
he further states that on several occasions he has meddled in 
likin smugeline cases. On the 16th instant he rushed into the 
Yamen of the Grain Taotai and used improper lancuare. He insisted 


on being received but on account of his behavior the Grain Taotai 


would not see him. He thereupon created a disturbance, his pur- 
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purpose evidently being to seek a quarrel. The Viceroy requested 
we Yamen to ask Your Excellency to instruct him to refrain from 
such conduct to the end that friendliness may prevail, 

The Yamen would observe that the Chinese authorities at 
Foochow have recognized Mr. Hixson as Aitine Consul temporarily 
and he should be properly treated, but he acted improperly in 
rushing into the Yamen of the Grain Taotai and creat ins a distur- 
bance, 

We have therefore the honcr to request Your Excellency to 
instruct the Actines Consul to act in 9 proper manner ani discuss 
questions in a harmenicus manner ani not seek a quarrel thus 


imparine the friendly relaticns existine, 
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A Decree issued by the Emperor of China on the 24th of 
October, 


On the 2lst of October Li Hung-chane unauthorizedly entered 


$ 


the Yuan Ming Yuan (Summer Palace) which is forbidden ground and 


strolled about looking at the place. This is an act decidedly 
* 
in violation of the Regulations, 


Let him be handed over to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 
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Mr. Denby to the Tsungli Yamen. 


——— —_ 


Wo. I< Peking, Octoberal7 1896, 


Messieurs les Ministres: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 10th ultimo, 

This communication is an answer to one of my own of the 27th 
August relating to the claim of the American Trading Company for 
damages because the Customs at Newchwang unlawfully refused to 
allow that Company to ship beans and beancake from that port to 
a port in Japan. 

You embody in this paper a report made by the Inspector 
General of Maritime Customs,wherein he says among other things 
that by treaty between China and Japan Japanese vessels are not 
allowed to export beans or beancake from Tungchow and Newchwang. 

I am entirely aware that under the XXII Article of the 
"Reculations for Trade appended to Treaty between Japan and China" 
Japanese vessels were not allowed to export beancake from Tunge 
chow and Newchwang," 

What influence this article has on the matter in hand is not 
perceptible, The ships in question were not Japanese ships, but 
German ships chartered by an American firm, They were neutrals, 
Besides the Inspector General must know, because the fact is 
notorious and has been time and again given to the world by hime 
self that for several years before the recent war ships of all 


nationalities were allowed without let or hindrance to export 


beans to Japan, and every where else, 
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Article 5 of Rule 5 of the Chinese Customs Rules appended to 
the British Treaty of 1858 prohibited the export of pulse and 
beancake from Newchwang under the British flag, but the rule was 
rescinded on the 5th December 1861, 

I append hereto a copy of an affidavit made by Henry Adolph 
Bush wherein he swears that the German Steamers “Rheingold" and 

 “"Vorwaerts", for which he was agent, were not allowed by the 
wertal Maritime Customs to clear for Japan with beans or bean- 
cake after the 5th November 1894 and that the British str, "Fei- 
lung" and the Norwegian steamer "Progress" cleared for Japan with 
cargoes of beans and beancake on the second of August 1808. 

This affidavit disposes of the question put by the Inspector 
General “how could the Customs in violation of the spirit of the 
treaty make out documents?" Besides the Returns of the Customs 
for several years uniformly show that the “spirit of the treaty” 
was disregarded, 

I have not gone through all these returns but have examined 
some of them to which I call attention, 

In the Returns of Trade and Trade Reports for the year 1892 
for the Port of Newchwang 508,264 piculs of Beancake, and 856,458 
piculs of Beans were reported as exported from Newchwang,. 

The Commissioner on page 2 says: "The large increase in the 
Bean and Beancake trade with Japan is said to be due to the fail- 
ure of the Bean crop in that count ry and in Corea, also to the 
scarcity of fish manure, for which beancake is used as a substi- 
tute," 

_ On page two of the Returns of Trade published by the Imperial 
Maritime Customs for the year 1893 in the Newchwang Trade Report 


occurs the following: “Beans and Beancake, of course,comprise 


the great bulk of our shipments to Japan." 
In 


of bebneqqs colnet ane fons enontit edt 28 CG elwk to 8 eloliaa 


Me ee + ee Fae] Ye * Piel es vy oe. +: / * a 
sal ve : ie > - nF & = Ex os de aS 


bie onieil <0 troqxe ent. sadidisdnae 0820 einer? detsiend ed? 
eaw eluw odd tad. ,aelt delsieG ed? stebaw gaeweigare kt most exteonsed 


@ 


+, f08L tedmesed d#@ ent no reba 

“qlobA TtaneH vd ebem tivab ite ae tO vgo9 gs ofteted boeace I 
bose “bloantedA” etemme te neorred oct ~~ erRewe ‘er ‘nietedw deva 
edt vd bewolfe fon SY¥éw “Yeesk baw ed doltdw tot ,"etreswrov" 
-ceed 0 anned flew nadeh T0Y 4e8To OF Bhotsed eek FPel Le eqn 
Yet" Ave WerslMed ody tat? PHS POOL veumsvol WIE SHY tetts oreo 


dtiw neds trot berselo "reetranoT’t” vermete ce toewrow ett bie "orn tf 
‘ 


es 


Ty 
o sOuSl tewvaud ‘To bnosee eft no exsonred baie ensed To eeontes 


| sotSeqenl enfd vd tuq noiteeup eat Yo @eeoge Ib thyabit ts erat 
edt to #ianige edt te solitsioly al-emosew) edd bivoo wed" Istened 
emoverd erie to ensuveH edt eebieed "Fe Inemuooh Iwo tier vyiser3 


/ 


"viser? eft to giatqe® ent tany wore, ylirrotiny etsey Istevee +o 


ehbébreneretb eaw 
& 
benimexe eved iud enretet eteartd Lie davotd?d enosn’ tom evad I 
HOlinetve Liso’ TL 5 ltw of mech tO emoe 
trey ed? 10? etaoceH ebatT bre 6hatTt to entuted 


edv ni 


Sc), 868 bas ,ensoneed to eivotigq 208 806 snawhisweu to trot ent tot 


encewrowew mort betrogqxe es pesrocet erew @need to elvuotaq 


ent mi eereront eatei eat" sevee & ease nO tenotseimmo) sit 


»ltet. ent of @eub ed of blae et nsda\ Atiw eberd saaonsted bas nsed 


edd oF o8Ik” 484909 aT bas yrstns0s IRdd al qots nsed edd To ety 


-itedue & as beet ef eisotaed dstaw 46% lertbnsm seit to yttorsse 


® att 


istreqml edt vd bedetidue sbee? to eatwteA eae YO ows ensgq m0 


droqeAcedset? anawioweM edtial S@BL they SH tot amotesd omtti<dau 


eelrqnos, eemoo To ,exsoased bas ached" tpntwollot ed?’ etys56 


".asqst o¢ efmematde two to Alud tsetse edt 


al 


In the Rettirns of Trade for 1894 page 2 the export trade 


of Newchwang is largely discussed, The consideration of the 


"chief Staple", beans and beancake, is even great prominence. 


The Commissioner says: "The export of beans to Japan during the 
first four months of the open season amounted to 724,302 piculs 
against 1,060,588 piculs in 1898," In the same publication for 

1895 page 616 we read: (b) Exports. “While the Chinese refused 

to purchase the manufactured productions of Japan the latter 

country could not forego its supply of Beancake and Beans X X," 

The question of treat¥ prohibition was not raised at New- 
chwang when the events under consideration occurred, as it could 
not have been, in face of the practical abrogation of the treaty. 

I have been very credibly informed that before the war no objection 
was made to Japanese ships clearing for Japan with cargoes of 

beans, and it was the common practice to do so, Certainly ships 

of all other nationalities did so, 

On the 24bh October 1894 the notice which occasioned all thes 
trouble was posted at Shanghai, It read as follows: "Beans and 
Beancake may be exported by neutrals as before the outbreak of 
hostilities," s 

The American Trading Company received assurances that this 
notice applied to Newchwang. November 20th, 1894 I addressed the 
Inspector General of Imperial Maritime Customs on the subject. 
November 29th, 1894 he answered that this notice did apply to | 
Newchwang,. He denies that the Newchwang Customs prevented the 
ship in saci from loading for Japan but he says "possibly 
the ractat did." He does not in his communication to me say one | 
word about any prohibition existing against shipping cei gl e 


Japan, but in his report to you he dwells largely on this subject. 
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If there had ne any prohibition against shipping beans to 
Japan before the war why did not the Inspector General mention 
it in November 1894, when the whole occurrence was fresh? If he 
had written to me that beans had never been permitted to be 
shipped from Newchwang to Japan, and if on investigation I had 
found the statement to be true, I would not have presented this 
claim, but I have shown that the fact is notoriously true that 
beans were shipped from Newchwang to Japan for some years, The 
Records published by the Inspector General proves this to be true, 
as I have shown, In the report under consideration the Inspector 
General endeavors to show that the Customs have nothing to do 
with clearing a ship and/have no authority to dictate the ports 
to which it may be cleared. Mr. Bush swears that in this case 
the Customs would not allow the ships in question to clear for 
Japan. In this matter there were two treaties under which ‘i 
export of beans to Japan from Newchwang was prohibited. The 
Customs waived them both, and the trade was regularly allowei 
until two ships chartered by Americans desired to go into it, 
China has the right to waive any clause in any treaty that is for 
its own benefit. The Inspector General rather ambiguously seems 
to claim that the Customs have not under any circumstances the 
right to determine where a ship shall go, but that the proper 
Consul controls the question, I cannot believe that he is serious 
in this contention, He certainly will not state directly that a 
Consul has the right to set at naught the rules of the port, or 
that he can give clearances to ships contrary to the usage and 
custom and law prevailing. It may be that in the general the 
seagemer General has correctly stated the practice ef  aatiad 
aan is 


clearances, but he certainly will not admit that the Co 
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supreme and can override usage, treaties and the expressed orders 


of the Customs. By the unlawful act of the Customs the two ships 


were forced to take a circuitous course, The damages suffered are 


simple questions of fact which are susceptible of proof, 

If the notices of the Inspector General publicly posted at 
Shanghai to the effect that all ports are open for trade can be 
annulled by his subordinates at their pleasure chaos will come 
again. You allude again to the fact that considerable time 
elapsed before this claim was presented to you. I have shown 
that I took the matter up immediately after its occurrence, It 
then beau under the rules of the United States necessary to 
present it to the State Department and for it to decide whether 
I should demand payment of the claim, For these reasons there 
Was some delay, but I am not aware that there is any statute of 
limitations existing in China which bars claims which are pre- 
sented two years after they accrue, 


I therefore renew my demand that this just claim be paid. 
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I, Henry Adolph Bush, of the Firm of Bush Brothers hereby 
make oath and say that the German staamers "Rheingold"and 
"Vorwaerts"for which I was the agent in Newchwang acting for fhe 


American Trading Co. of Shanghai, were not allowed by the Imperial y 


Maritime Customs to clear for Japan with Beans &/or Beancake 
after the 5th, Nov. 1894 & that the British str. "Feilung"é& the 


Norw, str, "Progress"cleared for Japan with cargoes of Beans &/or 


Beancake On the Ond. August 1894, 


Newchwane Srd. Oct. 1896, 


(signed) Henry Adolph Bush 


Sworn and signed before me this third day of October 1896 
(signed) A. Hosie 
H.B.M. Acting Consul, 
H.B.M. Consulate, 
Newchwang, 


October 3rd.,1896, 


ieted etedtows devt to°mit edt to mend AqilobaA yrrek {I 


bna"hbloantedh® evemmate nastred said teas Yar bas Also. otem 


eqf vot snitos anewhowelt af toons ent? taw-T doidtw tot" etreswrov® 


t 


y sacreums edt vi bewollia fon erew _Terfunsné to .0D acntberT akol tem 


2 exsonged +tO\3 areed cttw oaetet tot seelo of ertoterD emit iuew 
oe 


edt B°anuitet” tie settieti ed? dadt DB SCSLl .vou .dze ends teste 


eavan Athy rede. Toy betse io *eeetn o1"9" ei se. ~Wton: 


ra 
reg 
a 


P>eSl TeuvawaA .brn& eff? no erlhonsed 


© ~< + i% : ales —— — 
oe 4 ev J\ e me ee a {s woiswe 4 
4 cr , r M 3 a oy: - ¥ if : 4 & figs ane ¢ alii: 5 
Pile 4 OCHOA Ver (pen it. 7 
& 
Fe on . . —_ ‘ me on £3 , pd > 
GBI asdos: O web baids ef? em etotted bensie bas nr0we 
a 7 = ; Norms Ff } 
“ ~ - @ «4 » mw WES # } 
' | . 
* ; j { J Fo’ * 3 . 4 o H 
——<— ; ’ ry 
@ . e ts tb? GS i Ov + M,. oH @ ii 


. 


~ ’  * : 
oerewroweal 


c 


Peep i RE NG Sony oes 


» cf 


nag 


5.0m 6 0 
amen a® 


eter oag e va ie 5: 4 ~ 


Ne este Neate Doe Ete deen iia 98) a ele reget Gos 


SA LC LOE YN IA ates Bile EN my cael. 


PF RRA O LP tle Nd OR rere Pah» oy oh 


RTO Aa Cg MO II | SN RE Ir MPN ceinpet ne ay alg DAD gy npromhinets diet 


PNR aR Se AIRS YS RRR NTe age DANI bah ig 


PRE ORE <= 


eT ew 


niin 


Oe PAYG DEC, oer 


f 
% 
: 
| 


Lei CLEP A a TT 


- Fill fem Det mse gs piD 


$s 


oranda : 
Oe Gabe nlaebageh 


ARGUMENT PREPARED AT THE REQUEST OF THE TSUNGLI YaMEN 


SEPTEMBER 18th, 1896, BY 


COMMANDER F. M. BARBER, UNITED STATES NAVY, (RETIRED) 


TO SHOW WHY CHINA SHOULD BUY THE SHIPS POR ITS NEW NAVY FROM 


THE SHIP-BUILDERS OF THE UNITED STATRS, 
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THE REASONS FOR CHINESE ACTION IN THIS RESPECT 


a 


NATURALLY DIVIDE THEMSELVES AS FOLLOWS: 


st. POLITICAL, 


: nd. GEOGRAPHI . 


rd. NAVAL, 7 


: | th. TECHNICAL, ~ 


th. FPINANCIAL, 


2) penne ihgaiewr 


Lites pene i (slept: hil wn " —— 


4 PRRayettere 


The reasons arising from the friendly relations, 
above that of other nations, which always have and always will 
exist between China and the United States, as exemplified by the 
eet ant services rendered by the latter during the late idk. 


need no demonstraticn by me and are already well known to the 


Yamen. 
2nd. GEOGRAPHICAL, 

The Coast of China bears a striking similarity to 
that of the Atlantic Coast of the United States in the fact that 
it is so shallow that the mean draft of her heaviest ships cannot 
exceed 24 feet, and that of vessels able to enter all her ports, 
except Tientsin, must not exceed 16 feet. The Atlantic coast of 


the United States is similarly conditioned and her vessels have 


been desiened accordingly. 


The most essential and important vessels of ny 
nation are its battle-ships and, coverned by the above conditions, 
the United States has designed her battle-ships with a displace-~ 
ment of about 11,000 tons and armean draft of 24 feet: but, while 
they are thus a third less in size and a third less in cost than 
the largest battle-ships built in Europe, they carry as heavy 
armor and guns as the. latter and are therefore fully equal to 
them in powers of offense and defense. They carry this heavy 
armor and battery at the expense of the supply of coal, as they 
are intended for coast defense and nct for long voyages and this 
is the policy that should be pursued by China, 


The United States has also a type of Monitor of about 4000 
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4000 tons, carrying very heavy armor and guns with a mean draft 


of 15 feet so that they are capable of entering all harbors and 


—~going up nearly all rivers. China should have such vessels also. 


The idea seems to prevail among the leading Chinese Officials 


that very fast unarmored cruisers of 3000 to 4000 tons are the 
only type of vessels needed. No other nation is pursuing such 

a pclicy. These piseeks ane useful: but they cannot win battles 
arainst armored ships. Their chief features are high speed and 
numbers of rapid fire guns, and armored ships can carry as many 
rapid fire suns as unarmored ones and they can be built as fast 
and to carry more coal: but they must be larger, from 7 to 9000 
tons, with a draft of 20 to 23 feet and a speed of 20 to 23 knots. 
The United States has vessels of this type and they would be 
essential to China and her allies in tine of war to destroy the 
enemy's fast unarmored cruisers and his commerce. 

The type of vessels of 38000 to 4000 tons lately ordered by 
China in England and Germany is very good, and the United States 
has several of this kind for foreign sdetails Sates in time of peace: 
but their importance in battle is not over-estimated in the United 
States as it apparently is in China. At the battle of Yalu the 
two most valuable vessels possessed by either party were the 
Chen Yuen and the Tine Yuen: but the Japanese possessed many 
more rapid fire suns than the Chinese. 

Other types possessed by the United States, and which would 
be useful to China, are cruisers of 2000 tons with a draft of 14 
to 15 feet and a speed of 12 knots and gunboats for river work 
of 1300 tons, draft 9 feet and speed of 13 knots torether with a 
variety of torpedo boats. Also submarine boats of 168 tons with 
a speed of 15 knots on the surface, 14 knots when half submerged 


and 8 knots when totally submerged. These boats, when used in 
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dn thetr half submerged condition and armed with torpedoes and 
with guns for throwing very large charges of dynamite, are the 
most promising inventions of the day in the field a naval warfare 
No nation can complete its naval equipment without having 
a variety of ships for different uses. Japan has recognized this 
in her programme of enlargement of her navy. The naval bill 
which passed the Diet this year comprehended 1 battle-ship of 
14000 tons; 2 armed oruisere of 7500 tons; 2 unarmored cruisers 
of 4500 tons and numerous torpedo boats. The two unarmored 
cruisers are to be built in the United States - their speed is 23 
knots. The bill to be brought before the next Diet, and which 


will undoubtedly pass, comprehends 3 battle-ships of 14000 tons; 


4 


2 armored cruisers of 7500 tons; 2 unarmored cruisers of 4500 tons 
and numerous torpedo boats. One or two of the battle-ships, and 
probably some of the other vessels, are to be built in the United 
States. The Japanese vattle-ships are to carry large supplies 

of coal for foreifn cruising but as before stated China's policy 
should be to imitate the United States in this respect. 


4th. TECHNICAL, 


The technical reasons for buil.ing Chinese vessels 
in the United States are as follows: 
lst. The quality of steel used in the hulls and machinery of 


vessels built for the United States Government is better than 


~ 


ner 


that of any other vessels in the world since the Government re- 
quirements in the matter of tests are higher and more rigidly 
enfcrced ani the inspection of vessels in course of sonnei Gol 
is most minute. 

ni. The quality of the armor manufactured in the United States 
is the best in the world. It is an alloy of steel and nickel, 


having a surfact superficially hardened with carbon and by the 


3 
a 
3 
L 
3 
7 
‘ 


PEST RGMGEN SF Meee 


the latest invention of the Carnegie Company its destiny is in- 


creased by reforging. 


Srd. The sides of hoth armored and unarmored vessels in the United 
States are now filled with ie eaten corn-pith cellulcse at 
the water line. Practical experiment with this material has 
shown that, when a shot enters the side, the first water that 
follows it immediately swells the cellulose and allows no more 
water to enter. The vessel is thus rendered not only unsinkable: 
but it always remains on an even keel which is most impertant to 
the accuracy of the eun firs. 

4th. It should be borne in mind that it has always been the 
custom in the United States to supply heavier batteries and more 
armunition tec our vessels than is the custom in Furope and this 
is a very important feature. 


5th. TECHNICAL. 


‘I was informed at my interview with the Yamen that 


Li Hung-chang had cabled from the United States that as good 
vessels could be built there as in Furoepe but that they cost more. 
It is true that the United States Government statistics show that 
the cost of our vessels has been in excess of those puilt in 
Europe: but this is largely due to the fact that the Government 
has been anxious to stimulate the ship-buildins inaustry and has 
paid large bounties for speed etc. etc. Now that they are well 
established the American ship-builders are ready and willing to 
compete with foreigners and, to my knowledge, the Chinese Govern- 
ment. has not yet esked them for prices on any specified type of 


ship while the Japanese have done so. It is arfued that China 


ot 


“not patronize American ship-builders because Argentine and other 


/~ 


Scuth American nations continue to place their orders in Burope. 


To this it can only be replied that where the agencies of well 
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well known and reliable firms are well established in any part 


of the wivid it is difficult for a new comer to obtain a footing. 
‘Information regarding the intention of any Government in the 
matter of buying ships is usually kept secret and a new comer has 
not the channels of information of an old agent in this regard. 
It is conceded that the United States ships are as ood as those 


‘puilt in Europe and all our builders want is an opportunity to 


bid. They have not been long established but they have had the 


opportunity of avciding many of the mistakes made by foreign 
designers. An example of this might be cited in the case of the 
"Texas". The plans of this venees were desicnei by the late Mr. 
Johns, of the Barrow Ship-building Company in England. The United 
States Government bourht the plans at a time whon it did not have 
sufficient confidence in its own desifners and was anxicus to 
have the best. the world afforded. The creat amcunt of criticism 
to which this vessel has hoon subjected, and which has been ne- 
marked by the Yamen, on account of her havins been hulilt of too 
licht material and insufficiently braced, has caused her to 
become a useful object lesson to the United States ship-builders. 
Other examples might be cited but it is unnecessary and it may be 
confidently asserted that should China decide to place orders for 


shins in the United States she wil. have no occasion to regret it. 
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His Majesty the Emperor of Japan and His Majesty the Emperor 
of China, having resolved, in pursuance of the provisions of 
endete VI of the Treaty signed at Shimonoseki, on the 17th day 
of the 4th month of the 28th year of Meiji, corresponding to the 
23rd day of the 3rd month of the 2lst year of Kuane Hsu, to 
conclude a Treaty of Commerce and Navigation, have for that pur- 
pose, named as Their Plenipotentiaries, that is to say: 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, Baron Hayashi Tadasu, 
Thoshii, Grand Cross of the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure, 
Grand Officer of the Imperial Order of the Rising Sun, Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary; and His Majesty the 
Emperor of China, Chang Yen Hoon, Minister Plenipotentiary, Minis- 


ter of the Tsungli Yamen, Holding the rank of the President of a 


Board and Senior Vice President of the Board of Revenue; 


Who, after having communicated to each other their Full 
Powers, found to be in good and due form, have agreed upon and 
concluded the following Articles: 

ARTICLE I 

There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan and His Majesty the Emperor cof China, 
and ee their respective subjects who shall enjoy equally in 
the respective countries of the High Contracting Parties full 
and entire protection for their persons and property. 

ARTICLE II 

It is agreed by the High Contracting Parties that His Majesty 
the Emperor of Japan may, if he see fit, accredit a Diplomatic 
Agent to the Court of Peking and His Majesty the Emperor of China 
may, if he see fit, accredit a Diplomatic Agent to the Court of 


Pree. 


Tokio 
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Tokio. 
The Diplomatic Agents thus accredited shall respectively 
enjoy all the prerogatives, privileges and immunit es accorded by 
‘international law to such Agents and they shall also in all re- 
spects be entitled to the treatment extended to similar Agents 

of the most favored nation. 

Their persons, families, suites, establishments, residences 
and correspondence, shall be held inviolable, They shall be at 
liberty to select and appoint their own officers, couriers, in- 
terpreters, servants and attendants without any kind of molesta- 
tion, 

ARTICLE III 

His Majesty the Empercr of Japan may appoint Consuls-General, 
Consuls, Vice-Consuls and Consular Agents to reside at such of 
the ports, cities and towns of China which are now or may here- 
after be opened to foreign residence and trade, as the interests 
of the Empire of Japan may require. 

These officers shall be treated with due respect by the 
Chinese Authorities, and they shall enjoy all the attributes, 
authority, jurisdiction, privileges and immunities which are or 
may hereafter be extended to similar officers of the nation most 
favored in these respects. 

His Majesty the Emperor of China may likewise appoint 
Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls and Consular Agents to 
reside at any or all of those places in Japan where Consular 
officers of other nations are now or may hereafter be admitted, 
and, saving in the matter of jurisdiction in respect of Chinese 
subjects and property in Japan which is reserved to the Japanese 
Judicial Courts, they shall enjoy the rights and privileges that 


are usually accorded to such officers. 


ARTICLE IV 
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ARTICLE IV 
Japanese subjects may, with their families, employes and 
servants, frequent, reside and carry on trade, industries and 
manufactures or pursue any other lawful avocations in all the 
ports, cities and towns of China, which are now or may hereafter 
be opened to foreign residence and trade. They are at liberty 
to proceed to or from any of the open ports with their merchan- 
dise and effects and within the localities at those places which 
have already been or may hereafter be set apart for the use and 
occupation of foreigners, they ine allowed to rent or purchase 
houses, rent or lease land and to build churches, cemeteries and 
hospitals, enjoying in all respects the same privileges and im- 
munities as are now or may hereafter be granted to the subjects 
or citizens of the most favored nation, 
ARTICLE V 

Japanese vessels may touch for the purpose of landing and 
shipping passengers and merchandise in accordance with the exist- 
ing Rules and Regulations concerning foreign trade there, at all 
those places in China which are now ports of call, naebely Nein 
ching, Ta-tung, Hu-kow, Wu-sueh, Lu-chi-kow, and Woo-sung and 
such other places as may hereafter be made ports of call also. 
If any vessel should unlawfully enter ports other than esis ports 
and ports of call in China or carry on clandestine trade along 
the coast or rivers, the vessel with her cargo shall be subject 
to confiscation by the Chinese Government, 

ARTICLE VI 

Japanese subjects may travel, for their pleasure or for 

purposes of trade, to all parts of the interior of China, under 


passports issued ky Japanese Consuls and countersigned by the 


local 


ay gras 


WR S2eneqey 


SupPeTT ,etonveree 


Oo tetytoetiunen 


, 
7 T* 
- ok 


ore 


Local: Authorities. These passports, if demanded, must be produced 


for examination in the localities passed through.If the passports 


‘be not irregular, the bearers will be allowed to proceed and no 


opposition shall be offered to their hiring of persons, animals, 
carts or-Vessels for their own conveyance or for the carriage of 
their personal effects or merchandise, If they be without pass- 
ports or if they commit any offence against the law, they shall 
be handed over to the nearest Consul for punishment, but they 
shall only be subject to necessary restraint and in no case to 
ill-usage. Such passports shall remain in force for a pericd 
of 13 Chinese months from the date of issue, Any Japanese subject 
travelling in the interior without a passport shall be ifable to 
a fine not exceeding 300 Taels. Japanes® subjects may, however, 
without passports go on excursions from any of the ports open to 
trade, to a distance not exceeding 100 Chinese li and for a period 
not exceeding 5 days. The provisions of this Article do not 
apply to crews of ships. 
ARTICLE VII 

Japanese subjects residing in the open ports of China, may 
take into their service Chinese subjects and employ them in any 
lawful capacity without restraint or hindrance from the Chinese 
Government or Authorities. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Japanese subjects may hire whatever boats they please for 
the conveyance of cargo or passengers and the sum to be paid for 
such boats shall be settled between the parties themselves, with- 
out the interference of the Chinese Government or officers. No 
limit shall be put upon the number of boats, neither shall a 
monopoly in respect either of the boats or of the porters or 
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coolies engaged in carrying goods, be grantei to any parties. If 
any smuggling takes place in them the offenders will of course 
be punished according to law. | 
ARTICLE IX 

The Tariffs and Tariff Rules now in force between China and 
the Western Powers shall be applicable to all articles upon im- 
portation into China by Japanese subjects or from Japan, or upon 
exportation from China by Japanese subjects or to Japan. It is 
clearly understood that all articles the importation or exporta- 
tion of which is not expressly limited or prohibited by the 
Tariffs and’ Tariff Rules existing between China and the Western 
Powers, may be freely imported into and exported from China, 
subject only to the payment of the stipulated import or export 
duties. But in no case shall Japanese subjects be called upon 
to pay in China othsr or higher import or export duties than are 
or may be paid by the subjects or citizens of the most favored 
nation; nor Shall any article imported into China from Japan or 
exported from China to Japan, be #wharged upon such importation 
or exportation, other or higher duties than are now or may here- 
after be imposed in China on the like article when imported from 
or exported to the nation most favored in those respects. 

ARTICLE X 

All articles duly imported into. China by Japanese subjects 
or from Japan shall while being transported, subject to the exist- 
ing Regulations, from one open port to another, be wholly exempt 
from all taxes, impcsts, duties, lekin, charges and exactions of 
every nature and kind whatsoever, irrespective of the nationality 
of the owner or possessor of the articles, or the nationality of 
the iiinnen or vessel in which the transportation is made. 


ARTICLE XI 
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ARTICLE XI 
It shall be at the option of any Japanese subject desiring 
to convey duly imported articles to an inland market, to clear 
his goods of all transit duties by payment of a commutation 
transit tax or duty, equal to one half of the import duty in re- 
spect of dutiable articles, arid two and half per cent upon the 
value in respest of duty free articles; and on payment thereof a 
certificate shall be issued, which shall exempt the goods from 
all further inland charges whatsoever. It is understood that 
thés Article does not apply to binorred opium, 
ARTICLE XII 

All Chinese goods and produce purchased by Japanese subjects 
in China elsewhere than at an open port csane and intended for 
export abroad, mihk te every part of China befreed from all 
taxes, imposts, duties, lekin, charges and exactions of every 
nature and kind whatsoever, saving ‘iw eupow duties when ex- 
ported, upon the payment of a commutation transit tax or duty 
calculated at the rate mentioned in the last preceding Article 
substituting export duty for import duty, previded such goods 
and produce are actually exported to a foreign country within the 
period of 12 months from the date of the payment of the transit 
tax,....All Chinese goods and prceoduce purchased by Japanese subjects 
at the open ports of China and of which export to foreign coun- 
‘tries is not prohibited shall be exempt from all internal taxes, 
imposts, duties, lekin, charges and exactions of every nature and 
kind whatsoever, saving only export duties upon exportation and 
all articles ee by Japanese subjects in any part of China, 
may also, for the purposes of export abroad, be transported from 


open port to open port, subject to the existing Rules and Regula- 


ticns. 
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ARTICLE XIII 
Merchandise of a bona fide foreien origin, in reapeot of 
which full import duty shall have been paid, may at any time with- 
in three years from the date of importation, be re-exported from 

China by Japanese subjects to any foreign country, without the 
payment of any export duty and the re-exporters shall, in addition 
be entitled forthwith to receive from the Chinese Customs draw- 
back certificates for the amount of impcrt duty paid thereon, 
provided that the merchandise remains intact and unchanged in its 
Original packages. Such drawback weve tteuh oe shall be immed- 
iately redeemable in ready money by the Chinese Customs Author- 
ities at the option of the holders thereof. 
ARTICLE XIV 

The Chinese Government consents to the establishment of 
Bonded heriadanee at the several open ports of China. Regulations 
ani the subject shall be made hereafter, 

ARTICLE XV 

Japanese merchant: vessels of more than 150 tons burden, en- 
tering the open ports of China, shall be charged tonnage dues at 
the rate of 4 mace per registered ton; if of 150 tons and under, 
they shall be charged at the rate of 1 mace per registered ton. 
But any such vessel taking its departure within 48 hours after 
arrival, without breaking bulk, shall be exempt from the payment 
of tonnage dues, 

Japanese vessels having paid the above specified tonnage 
dues shall thereafter be exempt from all tonnage dues in all the 
open ports and ports of call of China, for the period of four 


months from the date of clearance from the port where the payment 


of such tonnage dues is made. Japanese vessels shall not, how- 
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they are actually undergoing repairs in China, 

No tonnage dues shall be payable on small vessels and boats 
employed by Japanese subjects in the conveyance of passengers, 
baggage, letters, or duty-free articles between any of the open 
ports of China. All small vessels and cargo boats, however, con- 
veying merchandise which is, at the time of such conveyances, 
Subject to duty, shall pay tonnage dues once in 4 months at the 
rate of 1 mace per ton. 

No fee or charges, other than tonnage dues, shall be levied 
upon Japanese vessels and boats, and it is also undesstood that 
such vessels and boats shall not be required to pay other or 
higher tonnage dues than the vessels and boats of the most favored 
nation, 

ARTICLE XVI 

Any Japanese merchant vessel arriving is an open port of 
China, shall be at liberty to engage the services of a pilot to 
take her into port. In like manner, after she has discharged all 
legal dues and duties and is ready to take her departure, she 
shall be allowed to employ a pilot to take her out of port. 

ARTICLE XVII 

Japanese merchant vessels compelled on account of injury 
sustained or any other cause, to seek a place of refuge, shall be 
permitted to enter any nearest port of China, without being sub- 
ject to the payment of tonnage dues or duties upon goods landed 
in order that repairs to the vessel may be effected, provided 
the goods $0 landéd remain under the supervision of the Customs 
Authorities. Should any such vessel be stranded or wrecked on 
the sneak: 2 China, the Chinese Authorities shall immediately 
adopt measures for rescuing the passengers and crew and for se- 


curing the vessel and cargo. The persons thus saved shall 


receive 
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receive friendly treatment, and, if ebehabers. shall be furnished 
with means cf conveyance to the nearest Consular station. Should 
any Chinese merchant vessel be compelled on account of injury 
sustained or any other cause to seek a place of refuge in the 
nearest port of Japan, she shall likewise be treated in the same 
way by the Japanese Authorities. 
ARTICLE XVIII 
The Chinese Authorities at the several open ports shall 
adopt such means as they may judge most proper to prevent the 
revenue suffering from fraud or smuggling. 
ARTICLE XIX 
If any Japanese vessel, be plundered by Chinese robbers or 
pirates, it shall be the duty of the Chinese Authorities to use 
every endeavor to capture and punish the said robbers or pirates 
and to recover and restore the stolen property. 
ARTICLE XX 
Jurisdiction over the persons and property of Japanese sub- 
jects in iad. is reserved exclusively to the duly authorized 
Japanese Authorities, who shall hear and determine all cases 
brought against Japanese subjects or property by Japanese subjects 
or by the subjects or citizens of any other Power, without the 
intervention of the Chinese Authorities, 
ARTICLE XXI 
If the Chinese Authorities or a Chinese subject make any 
charge or complaint of a civil nature against Japanese subjects 
or in respect of Japanese property in China, the case shall be 
heard and decided by the Japanese Authorities, 
In Shue anor all charges and complaints of a civil nature 
brought by Japanese Authorities or subjects in China against 


Chinese subjects or in respect of Chinese property, shall be 


heard 
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heard and determined by the Chinese Authorities, 
ARTICLE XXII 

Japanese subjects charged with the commission of any crimes 
or offences in China, shall be tried and if found suilty, pun- 
ished by the Japanese Authorities according to the laws of Japan. 

In like manner Chinese subjects charged with the commission 
of any crimes or offences against Japanese subjects in China, 
shall be tried and if found guilty, punished by the Chinese 
Authorities according to the laws of China. 

ARTICLE XXIII 

Should any Chinese subject fail to discharge debts incurred 
to a Japanese subject or should he fraudulently abscond, the 
Chinese Authorities will do their utmost to effect his arrest, 
and enforce recovery of the sehte. The Japanese Authorities will 
likewise do their utmost to bring to justice any Japanese subject 
who fraudulently abconds or fails to discharge debts incurred by 
him Yo a Chinese subject. 

ARTICLE XXIV 

If Japanese subjects in China, who have committed offences 
or have failed to discharge debts and fraudulently abscond, should 
flee to the interior of China or take refuge in houses occupied 
by Chinese subjects or on board of Chinese ships, the Chinese 
Authorities shall, at the request of the Japanese ins. aakives 
them to the Japanese Authorities. : 

In like manner if Chinese subjects in China, who have com- 
mitted offences or have failed to discharge debt s and fraudulently 
abscond, should take refuge in houses occupied ey Japanese suh- 
sunk in China or on board of Japanese ships in Chinese waters 
they shall be delivered up, at the request of the Chinese Author-~ 
ities made to the Japanese Authorities. 


ARTICLE XXV 
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ARTICLE XXV 5S 
The Japanese Government and its subjects are hereby confirmed 
in all privileges, immunities and advantages conferred on them 
by the Treaty stipulations between Japan and China which are now 
in force; and it is hereby expressly stipulated that the Japanese 
Government and its hibete will be allowed free and equal par- 
ticipation in all privileges, immunities and advantages that may 
have been or may be hereafter granted by His Majesty the Emperor 
ot China to the government or subjects of any other nation. 
ARTICLE XXVI 
It is agreed that either of the High Contracting Parties, 
may demand a revision of the Tariffs and of the Commercial Arti- 
cles of this Treaty, at the end of 10 years from the date of the 
exchange of the ratifications; but if no such demand be made on 


either side and no such revision be effected, within 6 months 


after the end of the first 10 years, then the Treaty and Tariffs, 


in their present form, shall remain in force for 10 years more, 
reckoned from the end of the preceding 10 years, and so it shall 
be at the end of each successive period of 10 years. 

ARTICLE XXVII 

The High Contracting Parties will agres upon Rules and Reg- 

ulations necessary to give full effect to this Treaty. Until 
such Rules and Regulations are brought into actual operation, the 
Arrangements, Rules and Regulations subsisting between China and 
the Western Powers, so far as they are applicable and not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this Treaty, shall be binding 
between the Contracting Parties. 

ARTICLE XXVIII 


The present Treaty is signed in the Japanese, Chinese and 


English 
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English languages. 

In order, however, to prevent future discussions, the Plen- 
ipotentiaries of the High Contracting Parties have agreed upon 
that in case of any divergence in the interpretation between the 
Japanese and Chinese Texts of the Treaty, the difference shall ° 
be settled by reference to the English Text. 

ARTICLE XXIX 

The present Treaty shall be ratified by His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan and His Majesty the Emperor of China and the 
ratifications thereof shall be exchanged at Peking as soon as 
possible. and not later than three months from the present date. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have 
signed the same and have affixed thereto the seal of thets arms « 

Done at Peking this 2lst day of the 17th month of the 29th 
year of Meiji, corresponding to the llth day of the 6th month of 


the 22nd year of Kuang Hsu. 
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Peking, 2lst July, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 
With pierenes to the clause “the Tariffs and 
Tariff Rules now in force between China and the Western Powers 
shall be applicable to all articles upon importation into China 
by Japanese subjects or from Japan, or upon exportation from 
China by Japanese subjects or to Japan" of the Article IX of the 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation signed this day, I request it 
to be clearly understood that the Tariffs for American Ginseng 
shall equally be applicable to Japanese Ginseng. 
I have the honor to be, 
With the highest consideration, 
Your Excellency'’s most obedient, 
Humble servant, 
(Signed) HAYASHI 
His Excellency, 
Chang Yen Hoon 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Minister of the Tsungli Yamen, 


Holding the rank of the President of a Board and 


Senior Vice President of the Board of Revenue, 
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Peking, 2lst July, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Despatch to the effect that with reference to that clause of 
the 9th Article of the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation signed 
this day in which it is provided that "the Tariffs and Tariff 
Rules now in force between China and the Western beucrs enatl be 
applicable to all articles upon importation into China by Japanese 
subjects or from Japan or upon exportation from China by Japanese 
subjects or to Japan", Your Excellency requests that it be under- 
stood that the Tariffs for American Ginseng shall equally be 
applicable to Japanese Ginseng. In reply I beg to state that 
I have noted the same, and I have no objection. 

I have the honor to be, 
with highest consideration, 


Your Excellency's most obedient 


Humble servant, 


(signed) basa 


Peking, July 2lst, 1896. 


Your Excellency: 

In the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation conclu- 
ded this day between China and Japan, provision has been made 
that the Japanese subjects i Wilk aire Practically to be snaowbed 
the most favored nation treatment; but as to the treatment’ of the 
Chinese subjects in Japan upon which we have repeatedly had long, 
discussions, Your Excellency mentioned that none of the siebtitan 
Treaties by China with the European Powers contained any provis- 
ion fcr according most favored nation treatment to the Chinese 
subkects in their reapective countries, I at once quoted the 
Austro-Hungarian Treaty as an example when Your Excellency arrued 
that the iitivteton daveseent aeuic well afford to insert such 
clause in their Treaty with China, seeing there were few, if any, 
Chinese in that country. Now Your Excellency had some plausible 
reason for saying that the American Treaty containing a similar 
provision was not to serve as a guide since I find the Shimonoseki 
Treaty has stipulated that the Treaties, Conventions and Regula- 
tions subsisting between China and European Powers shall serve as 
a basis for this Treaty, but surely the Treaty of Austro-Hungary 
which is in Europe shall not be overlooked but should serve as a 
guide. During our conferences Your Excellency has repeatedly 
assured me that though it ts not necessary to make express pro-. 
vision in the Treaty, Your Government would always accord most 
favored nation treatment to the Chinese subjects. in Japan. The 
His Excellency Baron T. Havashi respect 

Minister Plenipotentiary & Envoy Extraordinary 


etc etc etc 


we, ees 


respect which we entertain for each other makes me believe in 


these assurances. Now this Treaty having been concluded the 


natural question arises as to the treatment by Your Government 


to be accorded to the Chinese subjects and Chinese merchant 


¥8ssels in Japan. I trust Your Excellency will review what has 
been said during our conferences and favor me with a reply, 
I have the honor to be, 
with highest consideration 
Your Excellency'’s mest obedient 
Humble servant 


(signed) id 
KY 
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Peking, 2lst July, 1896, 


Your Excellency: 

On the 2lst day of the 7th month of the 28th year 
of Meiji I have had the honor to receive from Your Excellency 

a despatch in which it is stated that the Treaty of Commerce and 
Navigetion having been concluded, Your Excellency desires to 

know what Sheatnent the Chinese subjects and. vessels shall receive 
in Japan. 

In our conferences of the treaty negotiation you have often 
spoken about the admittance of the most favored nation treatment 
of Chinese subjects in Japan, and which I have not been willing 
to insert in the treaty all along. My reasons for declining are: 
that recently my government have revised the treaties with most 
of the European and American States, and within a few years hence, 
the entire country of Japan will be opened to the residences, 
trade and travels of the subjects and citizens of these ccuntries, 
and if the stipulation for the most favored nation treatment 
should have been inserted in the Treaty concluded today it went 
follow that the Chinese subjects in Japan shall receive all the 
advantages enjoyed by the subjects of these countries, when our 
revised treaties with them come into operation, while on the other 
side, your country is as yet not opened entirely and Japanese 
subjects enjoy only a limited liberty of residence and trade in 
the ports which are opened to foreign trade: those who are per- 
mitted to go into interior are restricted in their movements very 

much 
His Excellency 
“Chang Yen Hoon 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Minister of the Tsungli Yamen, Holding 


the rank of the President of a Board and Senior Vice President 
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much by treaties and reculations. Thus there will be a great 
‘difference in the advantages that are enjoyed by the subjects of 
the respective countires. 

Moreover, it is well known to Cues Sicsallmiey that there is 
a case weere the stipulation for the most favored nation treatment 
of the Chinese subjects having been made in the treaty of com- 
merce and amity, it was found necessary afterwards to impose 
restrictions on them by enact ing laws and regulations in view of 
the protection of nies tabeeeet’ anid nilet deakes of peacé and order 
of the country which has granted such treatment. 

As to the similar provision in the T eaty between China and 
Austro-Hungary, it can hardly be made an example in our case as 
the Chinese 0 very rarely to that country. 

During our negotiations, I have repeatedly stated these 
reasons to Your Excellency and trust. it is all clearly understood. 

In regard to the question, "In what a the Chinese subjects 
and vessels in Japan will be treated", I beg to reply that unless 
the protection of the interest of the country, or the preservation 


of public peace and order demanded it otherwise, my government 


will accord to them just and equitable treatment and deal with 


them in amivgable spirit. 


Il have the honor to be 
with the highest consideration 
Your Excellency'’s most obedient 
Humble servant, 


(signed) HAYASHI 
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Enclosure in 


A Decree issued by the Emperor of China on the 30th October, 
1898, 


%, 


The Board of Civil Office, in obedience to our commands, 
have now reported as to the punishment that should be inflicted 
on the Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang, for unauthorizedly entering 
the Yuan Ming Yuan and strolling about looking at the place. 

The punishment to be inflicted should be degradation, but 
as an extra act of grace, let Li Hung-chaneg be fined a year's 


pay. No commutation of this penalty will be allowed. 


